Kanuri Folktales and Texts by Shettima Bukar Abba and Tijani El-Miskin

Introduction: These are a small collection of stories and texts that were written
by Shettima Bukar Abba and Tijani El-Miskin, in 1974 during the time of their
studies at Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria, Nigeria. They were submitted to the
Kanuri Language Research Center of the Center for the Study of Nigerian
Languages of Bayero University Kano, based in Maiduguri. The documents were
presented to Research Fellow, Prof. John Hutchison. They were word processed
by Muktar Goni Hassan, Maiduguri-based Kanuri language researcher.

29 JULY 1974

KUSOTO BALLAMABE
Shettima Bukar Abba
29 July 1974

Wu kusoto Ballamabeds ku kawu mewuma satena. Ballama diyelnzslan
bozena cirnzoye shiga raccin kawu leccinro. Wu ye lenngin duwo fawoko.
Fuskanyi lamngin duwo kengayam ises wuga boalanden mazai wono. Daji lenge
Ballamaro wu boalandero lengin. Wuga kamunyiye dapssnyiga waltakin.
Ballamaye “abi nankaro nyiga dapjin?” Dalilnzade kamunyi zauro wuga ranzena,
wuds range shiga ranginba, shiga rangiya wuga kwaro wajin. Wuga wajindaro,
wuga ranjinma ngalwo wo.

Karewanyi koron lamngin duwo kam laa ngawonyi lejin fangoko.
Foramgotakannya sawanyi tussena turuyende laa fuwunyilan coi daata. Wu-a shi-
a lefatoyennya “ndara lenamin” so wuga ciworo. “Balandero lengin”.
Ngoraganzalan mangulo sutuluwu rejin duwo shiga curukonnya, “Abiro
renamin” nge shiga cuworako. “Nyiro kashiro yikke zawal balanambe gonomin”
wono, kude wuma rengin nge muwoke renge shiro retads cokko. Wuga cuworo
“rangnam tilonam lenamin” sa. “Aa rangin” nge wu-a shi-a alakelewatiye zawal
balandebe guwoko. Ci bala Ballamabedsn kam laa napcin curuko, kuru shiga
rukkin ngai duwo cize dawono. Nanzero lewokonnya shiga kam bslandebero
asuwoko. Wuga ngodoza shiro kalimonzs rokkaiye. Karewanzads ngawu gonyi,
wu tilonyimaye range rogngin. Amma shide dunonze gana rakse tilonzen
rokcinba.
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Sa wu zairods kalimo findiso fyakkaso tilonyi regngin ye bala Ballamabe
adaro iskin ye waltakin ye. “Nyi ndaran ciyam” shiga cuworukonnya “Bslanden
cuwoko kasuwuro argemnyi ladoro yakkin”, “Cinemiya abi anamro zayero
yadomin?” “Cingiya awowa ngewu yuwukin”. “Wuma durya fuwube adslan
zayenyi yuwukin”, “Wu yero martone jenyi shawa yuwe balaro yade amma,
wande namnami”. “Alaye sadiya namginba”. Daji lenge zayenyi-a jenyinzs-aso

yuwuke balandero kadiko.

Fuwu fanyibeladsn ngslaro taryerana “ndube?” nge kamunyi cuworuko.

” “

“Sawanam Bamabeds nyiro suwuds lewono”. “Ngsla zauro”. Ballamaye nyiga
lefazena. Wuma ca bali iskin duwo wuga bowozai sanadsro ku kadiko.
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BAA DURTU
the late Tijani El-Miskin
31July 1974
Baa Durtu fajar kamgononnyama fawono. Cizs diyirjinna tangatsnnyama
wasamjinna kuluwunzs nashibe ksla karawinze salabedon gozs semu sakanze
cinnalan goze ngawudiro dsriwono. Namusaza, tanjiza, datonzs tamozs falam
kuluwunzabe indide mukkonzas wofilan sata sakanze mukko tullan roze balaanzas
fat, fat..fat.. shinnaro woloramnzaro lewono. Nguzs sakande gsnawono. Shiye
ngolaro tasaa, sasaptage bismillaize njolwono. Woloramnzs bone-wanebe harrata
yaye sadi gaden gadero sadenaden wolowono. Suro njimro gayinben warawi
wolojinlan bibinzero hapsagenads walts dawu mukkonzabero zopciwo. Kalidema
Shuwabe laa shiro bibinzan kalkalro zakkannya shi caman da mintuade ngamzs
warawidaye bibinzaga kozenaro walwono - shiwal dunyabe shiga ngamzago.

Saliza, maduwanza tamoza zuwulu karapte badiwono. Made Gambomi ads
tadanzs fal fuwu-a ngawo-ason gade ba. Ndumaye shiro kanzambi tsmazaganyi
kuru Ya Gambo kamunzs tilo firds ye amidanzeman Madsma maajinzawo ye
gajinzawo ye sokko karmaa kslanzen disoads kolle duwo. Loktunzs kenzambibe
kozena. Dawu zuwulu karapcinben dinama farakts badiwono Ya Gambo ye
balomnzs kalogoaa sawuds lewono.

Ya Gambo njimdsro walgateso Durtunam zuwulu karapcin. Ya Gamboye
‘Ya kwama, lennaminba nyi? wono. Karage wuataaro ‘ndu nyiro lenngin gulza,
kam leccin ads wa kendaganzs wo sa karam’ sanna.

Ya Gamboye “haa gole, cinna lenginman tsgendoma tagendembadaro
gonya. Kuru lengin iskindema ye fanami ai’. Kam cinna lejinso, lejin ishinsoro wa
tagandakin. Nyiga rukinds kearmaa mana ngawunam kwa nyiramdsnnya kudem?’.

Baa Durtu fato jirebero buronzs karangzena ye shiye nozena ye. Sadi
Mongunobe ngaman sawurma shigai bawo. Sawur lardedsbe samma ranjinna
karga kuru nduma shiga rakcinma falanzenyi. Mananamiya ‘yuwukin ladskin
adason nduso rangin shin wonya, kam cize daze ngsnaeptomabads ruiyowoye’
shin. Kuru suli yayero, ‘kafiyanyi adslan wu namnginna, kamanyi namjinna
samma awo wuga zoksana ba. Luwayaro angal. Nganaptaro angal’ shin.
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Sambiso shi alangoro ngawua. Koronza lapcin, kalimonza rakcinman
lezo kasuwu zowu ishiya reta riwanzabema zswinba. Malomwaro cin. Awo lapsa
kasuwuro sokkiya, kayiwanze kareye rejingai yaye, solada dajin.

Awo Baa Durtuga zaksanadas, dunonzs ye dazena - cidiman cijinna mukko
sutso sadi raccinna duwo cijin, ngulondonzesoma namjingai cijinna. Duno
sawurbe ye fanzen luwo seraanyi, tadanze tilo longdema ye salwai. Kongal
tambsnaman faskanze ciza duwan lamjinba. Shi ye shi kasuwun duwo
kangalsoma tambin, anyiye sawurnzaga dunoazagena. Karagen anyi zeain duwo
ngamda sarro harwono.

Baa Durtu cize kazamunzaso samu caman korowanzs dian lapsana lezo
najiwo. Diwal Yerwabe kaduwono. Lenam karewa sawurbe jili jili kudem
Mongunolan ladoro majin. Kamunzaro kungena magoala ci, kamunzaye ‘Ala
kurshuye nzaads’ sa culuwo. Adaga Yerwaro lets nyatanzs indi. Kasuwuwa gana
ganasoro sambarana.

Dunya baltezs kausuts majingai Durtu korolan lapsa fannzaro bodoiwa laa
sandi yakksye cawudo. Temanzadsn tunu surobe shiga zawallan bakso ada.
Kamso sasaptana shiye sandiga lawalawarjinde tussenyi kelanzeds shiti
kemburomdaro diyirzs koljiwo. Buruwu ads, buruwu ads fato ngason gowada.

Am wurawa maza nagedero shiga kasalza karero sakke lawurro shitaro
sasado shitoraada.- - -

Kawu Baa Durtu bazena woso biya baladen awo laa bagairo ndusoye fanjin.
Aramiwanzs samma karagsnza zaata.

Saagaibe ngawon biya bslads samma awo laaye sandiro Baa Durtu majiwo.
Sawurwu karyedobe samma salwaiwa. Karewa baladaro ngawuro tawudinbadaro
bslads layatainna sambiso kasharwu.

Kawu fal Balama bsladabe-a am gade-a dogom saryera shawariro namkada.
Burwoman Bslama Konto njumenzs kate ngulondonzs bslan-a foletarambe-aro
sakkana duwo am sapta dawono. Cizs sandiro manajiwo shimmben yaloyaloaro:
‘wude mana ngswulan nandiga shiwalnginba. Ngaltema Baa Durtu maitu Ala
kattinze kambairo sadoye mana laa falro gulssnade kugairo kslanyiro isenyi.
Kamsods wono, bongonza fal mbejiga koaladen jabba-a arasan-a ssrwa-a miaro isa
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kojinman sakkono genyiga taksa sasainba wono. Bongods madanno waljiya
mbusshinnya wono. Wande yim Baa Durtuan shima abiso bala adero sawurzes
sowudin faida kslandobero. Nandiga ganamaro faida jama mewubero abima
sawurnuwo nandi sawurwu yaye kuduwwa. Ku ksrmaa shi baro bsla nga
basartain. Kaliyide kolkolbema sunonammaga nyiga nzewinba. Bareds boransm
mbulimi yaye barenambaga kenaa konomba. Bala ads ngaman kam banoa ye ba
sunoa ye ba Baa Durtu genyiga. Ku bazena njinzs fal kalkal Ala shiga ramazs -
kuren anyi takss kolwono. Dabdoro buwonzaksnyi. Adema kawulinyi wo. Fajarra
wo.
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MAYAWA-A MATA FIRIM-A

the late Tijani El-Miskin
Malomwaso, gauso kurwun mayawa-a mata forom-abe nozena sai fanyiyenads
zaumaro tussena. Ndu-a nduana-aso kurwun mata badijiya na malsmbero lezonyi
yaye gau kaska kalima kadujin. Kamuwasods zaumaro kwangasoga kazoyi awowa
jili adeben kozanasa nduso manajin.

Awo ruwonjinma ads awo zaumaro kasudua linta. sadiya ganya
ngurondeben ande-a sawawandeso-a namnyiyena duwo gau laa kamzsna kojin
duwo sena bowogaiye. Kadinnya shiga ciworukko, shiro woko ‘ngo wu ade
tambukena ku saanyi findin lukko uwunma kozena arakksnro duzayin. Suro saa
uwu kozsnaladsn uwuro fero kslayakkero karawoko uwusoro wuro gowum
karasabe ngonajaa. Awonyi ads awo dekkinma nongenyi. Wu ye zamande
karmabe koalamanyi samma fero gozai rukkin Alayess zawar laa yaye nonamma
mbejiga gulle taminzanzs jike wuro.

Gauye mananyi ads fangannya wuro labuddamaro nayin kurwunzs mbeji,
timinzanza sale fal kulong. Wuye shiro salega yikki, daji kaskanzs jambartanzslan
coksa sutuluwu wuro martsne ngalaro kawulinyi fane kawu kurwun ads nyiro
faidajindaro lene (a) katti zawa degarambe ngalte suno wangara zawanyi cokne
(b) kasuwu musulum duwu gags suluyin amma surodan kashi zurzanyiye katti
cokkagane c) Baladewu Dikwa-a Mafa-abe ngalte shiyelnza kantaye cigaranyiye
kundsli sammaso kalle tuskane gowurne shilan kasaltamiya ferobima nyiga
wajinba.

Abba gau lamarnam ads zaumaro wuro kurwowu. Gade butu nonamma
mbeji sataina shide zauro curumma ngo fal butu bar fane, lene kwanga rashidi
saanzs fidewua yangenzs ngaltema kariyi fozenyi mane fandemiya isam kurwun
ads dimiya yangedaga zanam fato awa ferobero lenamiya nyiga wazainba. Ngawo
wuro awonza ads gulzogonabeladon jamaso gau adsbe lamarzs ads rakts tadin.
Shettima Wushe! ‘Naam’?
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BORNO-A AM LARDT BORNOBE-A

the late Tijani El-Miskin

Saa duwugai kozanaladsn lardewa ngawu suro sudan futebeladon mbeji.
Lardowa anyibe laanzads shima, Bagermigai Wadaigai, Dafurgai, Kanam-Bornogai
wo. Lardswa anyi sammaso kudsroga nombarninza kuredagairo mbauzsna.
Dafur-a, Wadai-a lards Bagarmi-ads gaya cotmaro zawa nambarnibeladen suluwu
saksa yisa baladeya gana laaro walzana. Borno-a Kanom-a ye yekta lards runza
runzaro walgada. Ku suronzaladen na Bornodsro roawo ba. Ads nankadsro
Bornods kwamiyaye korkori sadebeladan shiro lards kurawo ba.

Borno suro kerye Nigeriabe yala ngadiladen karga. Bosla kura Bornobe
Maiduguri shima karye yala ngadibebe bslan kura wo. Ads nankadaro shiga barni
karyelan bowozain.

Borno kalanzads suro Nigeriaben na duwo shiro nasaranna ‘savanna’ sai
ladan. Karaa shi savanna ads alamaramnzadas kaskaso kura kura ba, mbejimasoda
ye kamanzaa katenza cints. Nasha ads-a lards kulimide-a zaumaro gade gade.
Lards kulimibedsga zaumaro kaska samma na fallan kakallata. Futu keskean kam
raksa katenzan kojinso ba. Amma suro lards Bornoben kajimso, kaskawa sanana
alamanga kaaskigaiso, kalurgaiso, nganawangaiso ngowu mbeji. Kaskawa kura
kurasods ye laanzads kuwaso, tamsuwuso, sumsumsongai. keskawa anyi
ngowunza nguduro kemarra.

Bornobe sadinzads zauro baraa. Awo kattinzen tanatsna ngewu nji ngalaro
sawandinga taidazo saokkin. Nasha laan kattide zaumaro sslom ye kaulua ye
tabsawangai. Nasha anyi shiro ‘Forgi’ gulzai. Musuwaso, Bulwallaanaso, Mere
kime samma forgiladsn barezain. forgibe missalds sadi Dikwabeso Martebesolan
turui nashawa laa Bornobe zaumaro cesa, ads nankadaro shilan koljiso, argamso
sanatin. Dalilnzs sandi zaumaro na cesalan wurats saraana.

Lards Bornobeds nji samibelan salarsnyi nashawa gade Nigeriabengairo.
Alabeman kentage dewu jangro, dewu adebeman, kentage badiyarambe-a
tomotsrambe-aso njinzade zaumaro koske. Nji ngewu suro kentage Julai-a
Agusbe-alan tafandin. Suro saa ngawobe kozenaladan (1972, 1973) kunduro
taidazoe Bornoga mbauzena, ads nankaro lardsro foram karawo. Banna ngawu
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foram adeye dabba-a kam-asoro suwudena. Amma nji saa 1974-beds Ala baraa
sakka.

Nji badijiyama, alamaram namngowube kuru baditin, kajim kaliso
ndarason lita badizai saaden ndaraso kururo zaumaro shawa. Kajim kali tamas
ndarason turin, saadslan karags ndubeso ksji nyama nongslibe badizena
nankaro.

Njide ngawujinnosoro kasam amusa kaji sa adslan fantin. Saads shiro
nangoali gulzai kuru saadaro sa ksjiwo suro lards Bornobelan wudsga nonganyi.

Sa adslan ndu-a ndu-anaso baremaro wolwonoga cidanzaa, laa kulo
barezai, laa ciwazai laa budu baksai. Kam cidanzs keskazenama suwa kal kajiri kal
kulonza daritaro lejin.

Ngawo kentage dewubeladsn kajim kali adeye baro waljin. Amso leza
cidanza gade sadin kawu nangali gade yishinro. Am laa cida kasube sadin, laa baji
satandin. Ndu yaye awo sads kalanzs rojannama sadin.

Bigala zaumaro kafuwu - (ngawuro tusshinba) amma kausu zau, ads
nankadoaro sa adslan nduma fomta ssragsnyi bunejiya nduso diyalan barat fiyata
tussai kausu zau, ade nankadoro sa adeslan nduma fomta alama suro
Dicembagailaden kasam gana gana hamta yikko badizena. Bantagene barbar
suwudin amma zaumaro amusu. Saads shima sa duwo shiro binam sai duwo.
Nduso sa adslan na zomzem majin. Ads nankaro sa adslan zauro tajirwa kannube
ngowu. Binamds bigalaro tushinno alamanga kentage yakkagai yero dogai.
December, January februariro.

Kontags Marisgailaden suluwin, amma bantageneds kwamiyaye gana gana
mbeji. Amma nomamusunza badiarambedagai satonyi. Wajiya woson kaudoaro
waljin sa adslan ‘be’ ci sokkena. ‘Be’ladon zaumaro kausu zau ye kaudoa ye
bigalamaga kausu zau-a kaudo zau-a ndison kozsna. Saadslan tamtam abibema
kamye fanjinba. Nagadaro abiso kela kamman saluwin. Be fuwunzads shima
nangaliwo - ads nankadaro sa karags ksjibe. Lards Bornobelan nangsli-a, bigsla-
a, binam-a, be-a samma loktanza yekkata.

Am Bornobesods ngewunzaso musalomwa. Suronzan Kanuriro ngawuwo
ba. Kanuride ci yakkero finemiya ci indiga kozenagaids suro mai-mbauji
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Bornobelan kasharwu. Ci fal karengagaide suro mai-mbauji Dikwabelan
kasharwu. Jiliwa gadeso ye mbeji, amma suronzan Shiwaga lintaro ngawuwo ba.
Bala shiwawa lintaro kam lewonoga letagaram shiwawabe gadetonzs asujinba.
Shiwasodas Kanuriga tilo goanyi gulngo, amma katenzan namkam tawaaro kendaga
ye mbeji. Adaye sokke harma nyiyasoma kate Kanuri-a Shiwa-abe zaumaro
ngowulan Kanuriwa tafandin. Balawa kura kura Nigeriabe sammason Kunuriwa
tofandin. Kanuriwa diyalan dasawunaso ade ngewunzaso rumiyama sandiga
asunamin futu keskean, dalinzads kwamison adanza jessanyi. Suro Nigeriaben
Kanuri zaumaro nowata kala adanzaro citsaaben.

lardowa Chadbeso, Camarubeso Nigerbeso sammason Kanuri gana gonyi
dasawu.

Tolam Kanuri talambimaga isa kaltanyi Nigerialan amma samunzagona
talam duwo yala chadbe-a Dafur, anam gadi Sudanbe-aladesn manatindaga
samunzana. Amsoye manazana adawa Kanuribe ngowuso, adawa laa lards
Sudanbega samunzona gada.

Awo gapsanaso alamanga adagai, kendsgaram Kanuriwabegaids suro
kakkads duwo Adawa Kanuribe fuwun ruwots tamotinladen suluwin.
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BABA KOLO
the late Tijani EI-Miskin

Baba Kolo wanzamaye kslanzs retaso kemzena duwo retads kemjinben
Kalli, maajinza iss wono “Baba cinna kasalarambeds kullengena diya” wono. Ba
Mainanzan lejin. “Nyi Kalliso anyi sa laajiya (sa laaro waljiya) manazaiya fantades
yaye fanyen? Afuno ye ganyi nonyiye, dulindeso ye Afuno genyiga manasainba,
Suwana!” sa karogenzen managa zomgono. Kalanze kemza dawononyya
“Bishmillai” sa cize diwal fatobe kaduwono, ngawo shishi kos wanzamadsbero
kolzaganaben. Fannza botku (batawu) mashidibe kallan. Shoro cinnabe kattibea
amma, surodan njim kamuwanzs yakksbeso bongo. Shoronzads kattibe.

Cinna shoronzebedan Ya Walu kamunze kura yimdsa cinzedsye caman
karawi gana laaga ferzona. Tajiwunze muskonna iss soram saram fatoro gage
kowo karatsa cinna shoronzsben kala karawideben namgono.

Kongal nzukkuroworo awo gana gonyiga ba. Ya Walu kwanzs kowo
koratsanade fanzena, sakan kwanzsbedsro nji guwom kuradsn tapsege saads
fuwu kwanzaben ngurumngurumzs kwanzaga shim dewu kalzaibaro ganawono.
Lejinds kwanzoye “Walu” gannya “Zanna” wono. “ku masanandeds gana
barraaro yikke, Konto Fannami ishin” wono.
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