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O nweghi Onye, Ndi maobu Ulgoru obula nwere
ike 1kopiri n’udi n’udi obula magbu biputa
the obula di n’ime akwukwo a na-ebughi uzo
nata onye dere ya maobu ulooru biputara ya
ikike zuru oke.



OKWU MMALITE

Nwatakiri gobula hapuru be nne ya na
nna ya wee gaa n’ezinaulo 0zo ga biri
choro ndu ma chokwaa ka uwa baa ya.
Nne na nna ezinaulo nwatakiri ahu
binyeere kwesikwara imata na agwo
anaghi atagbu ihe gbakwutere ya n’onu.
Maka na nwatakiri ahu ha na ya bi
biakwutere ha ka ha bulie ya elu. Nwata
ahu abiakwuteghi ha ka ha lie ya n’ala.
Maka na o nweghi nwata o diiri mma ga-
ahapu be ha wee ga biri ebe 0z09.

N’ihi nke a, nne obula kwesiri ka o
were obi Chineke were lekota ihe niile no
n’okpuru ya anya nke oma. Nna
kwesikwaranu ka ¢ mata na ¢ bu oru ya
ichekwaba ihe ¢obula no n’okpuru ya ma
duzie ha nke oma. Maka na mgbe obula
nna wepuru anya n’ezinaulo, ite bu nri
ekpuo ihu n’ala.



Emeka huru iwa ma werekwa eze
kpere ekwere na nke nwanne nne ya bu
Nnenna ¢ gara igba odibo na nke ya.
Ikechukwu di Nnenna gbadosikwara ¢kpa
ike n’ala thu na nwunye ya anaghi eji isi
odibo biara inyere ha aka n’gru ezinaulo,
were  na-eckwuchi  ite.  Ikechukwu
gosikwara nwunye ya na nwoke bu nwoke
anaghi ano n’ulo ewu amuo n’ogbiri. O
bury na nwunye ya na-emebi, 0 na-edozi.
Maka na ¢ maara na ebe a na-eje tere aka.
N’ikpeazy, ihe Nnenna nyuru metooro ya
akwa, o were mata na o bu ajo the gbaa
afo, o dir1 onye metara ya. Mana, onye
obula mara Chineke anaghi eji ihe Qjoo
akwu 1he 0j09. O bu ihe oma ka o kwesiri
ka e were kwuo ugwo ihe 9j00 ka onye ihe
0j00 were mata na ywa abughi ebe obibi.
Guo akwukwo a bu KEDU EMEKA? Ka
1 hu ka ji e sirt n’ite s1 were puo ome ma
rute ji 0zo.



ISI NKE MBU

“Lee nwatakiri a a kponyere m na
gi, lezie ya anya nke oma. E megbukwala
ya. Ya adikwala ka ndi 0zo. Leta ya anya
ka 1 si eleta umu gi. Hu ya n’anya. Kuziere
ya ma gbaziere ya. Ekwekwala ka o bee
akwa ariri. Mmiri abakwala ya nti. Kwusi
imegbu nwa mmady. Were ya di ka otu
n’ime umu ndi 1 mutara. The niile m gwara
gi, ha bakwara gi nti?” Nke a bu okwu
Ikechukwu gwara nwunye ya mgbe ha
kpotara nwodibo ohuru ha na ya ga-ebi.
Aha nwunye Ikechukwu bu Nnenna.
Nnenna kwetara di ya na ¢ nuru ihe o
gwara ya. O kwekwara ya nkwa na ¢ ga-
eme ithe o gwara ya.

Ikechukwu na Nnenna bi n’Enugwu.
Na mpaghara ebe ha bi n’Enugwu bu
Asata. Ha mutara ymuaka ang. Otu nwoke
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na umunwanyi ato. Ha abuo bu ndi oru
bekee. Okwa ha abuo agbagotakwala
n’ory bekee. Ikechukwu abughi obere
mmadu n’oru ya. Nnenna abughikwa
obere onye n’ulooru ha. Ha abuo
ewelitechaala isi n’oru bekee ha na-aru.
Oru bekee ha na-aru na-enyeju ha afo.
Umu ha ang na-agucha akwukwo. Ha ka
nocha n’ogo praimari. O nweghi nke
obula n’ime ha banyerela koleji. Ha
tinyekwara umu ha n’ezigbo uloakwukwo.
Maka na ha abuo kwenyesiri ike
n’akwukwo. Ha abuo guru akwukwo ma
marakwa uru akwukwo bara.

Ha maara na ithe oma kacha mma
nne na nna ga-emere nwa ha maobu umu
ha mutara bu itinye ha n’uloakwukwo.
N’uloakwukwo kacha mma. Ka ha ga
muta akwukwo. Maka na onye obula guru

akwukwo ezuola mmadu abuo n’ime
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onwe ya. Mana nwatakiri obula agughi
akwukwo atokirila. N’ithi na akwukwo
buzikwa mma dike ji eje ogu n’oge ugbua.
Onye guo akwukwo nke oma, 0 mara uzo.
Onye agughi akwukwo nke oma, o fuo
uzo n’uwa o putara. Ikechukwu na
Nnenna maara maka nke a nke oma. Q bu
ya kpatara ha ji were puo 0so n’oge. Maka
na onye mee ngwa ngwa o meghara
odachi.



ISI NKE ABUQ

Emeka bu aha nwatakiri ahu Nnenna
kpotara ka ha na ya biri. Emeka ga-abuy
nwodibo ha. Nwata ga na-enyere ha aka
n’ijje ozi di n’ezinaulo. Onye kwanu bu
Emeka? Emeka na Nnenna bu nwanne.
Mana ¢ bughikwa otu nne ji ha abuo. O bu
nne Emeka na Nnenna ka otu nne ji. Nne
Emeka toro Nnenna. O bukwa Nnenna
uzo were lyo di. Ya na di ya bi n’obodo
ha. Ma nna Emeka, ma nne Emeka, ha
abuo si n’otu obodo. N’obodo ha ahu ka
ha abuo noro hu onwe ha ma luokwa di na
nwunye. Aha obodo ha bu Upara.

Nne Emeka muru umu asato. Abuo
n’ime asato ahu nwuru anwu. Umu i1siu
noro ndu. Emeka bu nwa nke ise n’ime
umu isii ahu no ndu. Q bukwa oruugbo ka
nna Emeka na nne Emeka na-aru n’obodo
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ha bu Upara. Ha na-ata ezigbo ahuhu. Ma
ha ma ymu ha mutara. Oruugbo ha na-aru
anaghi enyejucha ha afg. O naghikwa
ezuru ha 1j1 were gboo mkpa juru ha ahu
niile. Ma onodu di otu a emeghi ha ka ha
daa mba. Kama o mere ha, ha na-agbasi
mbo ike otu ha nwere ike. Maka na onye
obula no ndu kwesiri ka o nwee olileanya.
Nna Emeka, nne Emeka na umunne ya
maara na ha dara ogbenye. Mana ha
adaghi ogbenye imemmuo. Ogbenye ha
dara bu ogbenye ego. Ha anaghikwa eche
maka ya. Echiche ya anaghi atopu ha
0godo n’ukwu. Maka na ha maara na onye
obula Chukwu dobere ndu ga-akpata ego
ma ¢ gbaa mbo nke oma.

Tupu Nnenna akpota Emeka, ya na
odibo abuo ebiela. Odibo abuo ahu bucha
umunwanyi. Mana ha abug sicha na be

Nnenna were rie mbombo 0s0. O nweghi
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onye obula n’ime ha abuo nozuru otu afo
na nke Nnenna tupu ¢ gbalaa be nne ya na
nna ya. Nnegma jicha isi ha were kwuchie
ite. Maka na ibegiri ndy kakwa ibegiri
onwuy, mma. Nnenna bu kitikpa. O bu ajo
nwanyi. Q bu ukpaka na-agbagbu onye chi
oma. Ya na mmadu anaghi ebinwu. Ose
na-afugbu onye obula bi be Nnenna. N’ihi
na ndi Igbo si na onye ¢bula ya na ajo
mmadu gbara agbataobi anaghi any uto

ndu.
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ISI NKE ATQ

Ikechukwu bu di  Nnena na-
ahusikwa anya n’ebe Nnenna ng. Nnenna
na-agba ya ose kwa mgbe obula. QO na-
emewa di ya obi n’thi omume ya. Mana
Ikechukwu ji ndidi were na-eso ya. O
choghi ka a huta ya di ka onye ya na
nwunye ya na-ese okwu. N’ihi na ¢ na-abu
okenye jidesia onwe ya aka ike, o di ka o
bu ogaranya. Kwa mgbe obula ka
Ikechukwu na-ezinaulo nwunye ya n’agwa
0j00 ya.

Naani ebe agwa 0joo ahu Nnenna
na-akpa na-erughi bu n’ebe umu ya ng. O
jight umu ha mutara were na-egwuri
egwu. O na-akpachapuru ha anya. O na-
elerukwa ha anya n’otu kwesirinu. Mana,
mgbe ufodu o buru na ¢ ju ya isi, 0
yisakwuo umu ya ara. Ya bu agwo na-ata
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ndi odibo ajusakwuo umu ya odu. N’ezie,
Ikechukwu na-eleghara nwunye ya anya
n’aryryala ya niile. Naani ndumodu ka ¢
na-enye nwunye ya. Ka nwunye ya hapu
the 0joo 0 na-eme ka ihe 0joo hapu ya.
Mana mgbe obula ¢ na-enye Nnenna
ndumodu, onu Nnenna akara nke ya. Kwa
mgbe ka Ikechukwu na-aju nwunye ya ihe
0 na-akata n’uka o na-aka. Kedu i1he
kpatara na uka o na-eje agbanwoghi ya? O
choghikwa ka o kworo maka uka ¢ na-eje
were gbanwoo. Kedu ebe okwuchukwu
niile ¢ na-anu n’ulouka kwa mgbe obula
na-eje?

Nke a bu ajyju di ya na-aju ya kwa
mgbe. Mana, ka di ya na-aju ya ajyju ndi
ahu ka ¢ na-eji ony were na-emeru di ya
ahu. N’ezie, naani onye mutara nwa
mkpumkpu maara ka e si eku ya. Oge

niile, Ikechukwu na-agba mbo otu o nwere
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ike 1j1 were hu na o kwoghi maka iwe oke
were suo ulo oku. Maka na o bu oria a
maara aha ya ka dibia na-agwota. Otuty
mgbe, Ikechukwu na-eji igbachi nkiti were
na-eso nwunye ya. Mana, marakwa na
nkiti a gbachiri onye iro abughi mmeri.
Kama, a dighi mmadu abuo were na-ayi
ara. Maka na onye obula huru ebe onye
ara na-agba egwu, o wee soro gbawakwuo
mata na ya na onye ara ahu aburula otu.
Ha abuo buzi ndi ara. Maka na ndi na-
ekiri egwu ha bu egwu ndi ara ka ha na-
ekiri.

15



ISI NKE ANOQ

Ndi Igbo si na nti dike na-asg ajo
okwu. Ikechukwu anaghikwa agbachi
Nnenna nkiti mgbe obula 0 no n’ihu ya
were na-emegide ndi ha na ha bi. Maobu
umu ha, magbu ndi odibo ha, onye obula ¢
kpasoro agwa 0joo n’ihu ya, Ikechukwu
na-akwuru oto gosi ya na okenye anaghi
ano n’ulo ewu amuo n’ogbiri. Maka na a
gbachi onye nchiche nkiti o sizie n’ikwe
n’aka wee banyezia n’ibi oma.

Odibo 1zizi ya na Nnenna biri bu
nwanyl. Aha ya bu Chinyere. Chinyere bu
ezigbo nwatakirl. Mgbe o biara na be
Nnenna, o ji obi ya niile were bia. O jikwa
obi ocha were noro na be Nnenna. Q
bukwa nwatakiri maara ihe ma burukwa
nwatakiri choro ibara onwe ya uru. N’ezie,
Chinyere bu nwatakiri na-ebinwu be
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mmadu. Maka na otu obula onodu ndi o bi
be ha esila di, 0 nabata ya. Mana Nnenna
abughi nwanyi ya na mmadu na-ebinwu.
O hiochapury Chinyere onu ma kpaa ya
eze. O jiisi Chinyere were kwuchie ite. O
mekatara Chinyere ihe, Chinyere na-ezuzu
ezuzu.

O nweghi ihe Chinyere mere na-adi
ya mma. Ma nke Chinyere mere di mma,
ma nke o metaghi, ha niille bu nsogbu
n’ebe Nnenna ng. Mgbe niile ka ¢ na-aku
nwata ahu ihe ka ¢ na-akugbu oke. O na-
ett ya ithe o naghi ele anya n’azy. O
naghikwa eti ya the ka nwa mmaduy. O na-
eme nwa ahu the ka a na-eme anuohia.
Chinyere na-ekpecha azu alakpu ura na be
ya. O bukwa ya na-ebukwa uzo were na-
etea yra. O naghi ekwe ka nwata ahy zuo
ike. Mgbe niile, ¢ na-ezigbu nwa ahu

n’ozi. Kwa mgbe obula, Nnenna na-abara
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Chinyere mba. O naghi abara ya mba, 0
na-eti ya the. Nke a mere Chinyere ejighi
adi ka mmadu oge obula a hury ya. Oge
niile ¢ di ka onye aguu na-egbu. O na-
adikwa nkirinka n’ihi na Nnenna amaghi

na a na-azutara nwodibo akwa ¢ ga na-eyi.
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ISI NKE ISE

Kwa ututu, kwa ehihie, kwa abali,
Chinyere na-ebu anyammiri n’anya n’ihi
udiri onu Nnenna na-ako ya. Nnenna na-
¢ji onu asu ya akwu. Udiri onu Nnenna
na-ako ya na-aka eru ya n’ahu karia ihe ¢
na-eti ya mgbe niile. Kwa ubochi obula,
tupu Chinyere erie nri, 0 ga-ebugodu uzo
ruchaa oru niile e nwere n’ulo be Nnenna
ma jechaa ozi niile di ebe ahy. Ozi, ¢ na-
ejegodu, na-akpo onu n’ala, o gbasaghi
Nnenna. Ory, ¢ na-arygodu, na-egbu onwe
ya, nke ahu bu okwu aka ya. N’ithi na
Nnenna achoghi ima. Naani ithe Nnenna
na-acho ka o na-amata mgbe obula bu ma
Chinyere o ruchakwara ithe o choro ka ¢
ruo. Ma ¢ rutakwara ya otu o siri chgo.

Ikechukwu na-ahu otu nwunye ya
bu Nnenna si were na-emegbu nwa ha na
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ya bi. O na-ahu ihe Nnenna na-eme
Chinyere. O naghikwa agbachi nwunye ya
nkiti ka o gbuo Chinyere. O na-abara
nwunye ya mba ka o kwusi imegbu
nwammadu. Ikechukwu na-azo Chinyere
ndu n’aka Nnenna mgbe obula. QO naghi
ahapu nwunye ya ka ¢ pigbuo nwa
mmadu. O na-eme ka Nnenna ghota na
onye obula na-emegbu nwa onye 0z9 ga-
atariri ahuhu ithe ahu o na-eme. Maka na
Chukwu bi n’eluigwe agaghi ahapu onye
ahu. Onye di otu ahu ga-anatariri ugwooru
the o metara.

Mana o0zizo Ikechukwu na-azo
Chinyere anaghi adi Nnenna mma n’obi.
Naani ithe Nnenna choro bu ka di ya wepu
anya ya n’ebe ya na Chinyere no. Mana,
Ikechukwu juru aju ma juwaa isi n’ihi na ¢
maara na onye obula so were keta ihe

obula e zutara n’ohi bukwa onye ohi. Qzo
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kwa di ka ibe ya bu na mmadu Chukwu
kere kwesiri ka o tipuru ala mkpu ma o hu
ebe a na-eme ihe 0joo. Maka na onye
obula huru ihe 9joo were kpuchie ya
kwesiri ka 0 mata na a taba onye mere ihe
0joo ahuhu, a takwuo ya. Na o bu
ntaramaahuhu onye ahu mere ihe 9joo ga-
eketa ka udiri onye ahu ga-eketakwa.
Nwoke obula kwesikwara ka ¢ na-
egosiputa na ¢ bu ya bu isi n’ezinaulo.
Maka na ¢ buru na agwo emeghi ihe o jiri

buru agwo, umuaka ewere ya kee nku.
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ISI NKE ISII

N’ezie, o nweghi udiri aruruala
adighi Nnenna n’ime. Naani echiche 0j0o
juputara ya n’ime. N’ihi na Ikechukwu na-
¢j1 ya mgbe obula ka ¢ kwusi ajo mmegbu
0 na-emegbu Chinyere, Nnenna malitere
were nyowe Ikechukwu n’ebe Chinyere
no. Kwa mgbe obula o na-ahutazi
Ikechukwu ka onye ya na Chinyere na-
egbuko n’otu akpa. Mana, ebubo ¢bula
mmadu na-ebo onye aka ya di ocha bu ibu
aro ka onye ahu na-ebo onwe ya.

Ndi Igbo si na ¢ na-abu egbe ahughi
the o buuru, o buru akirika. Maka na onye
chochaa ebe ¢ ga-ebido aka ¢ hughi, 0
bido ya n’ikpere. Kwa mgbe ka Nnenna
na-agba Ikechukwu 0sisio n’ihi Chinyere.
Nnenna na-ahutazi lkechukwu di ka onye
hapuru ikwu nwunye n’azu were na-
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akwuzi n’azu nwodibo. Na o nweghizi ihe
Chinyere mere Ikechukwu na-ekweta na o
mejoro. Na mba obula ¢ baara Chinyere
na-ewute di ya. Na ihe obula o tiri
Chinyere na-eru di ya na mmuyo.
Ikechukwu maara nwanyi ¢ na-alu.
O maara na obi di ya n’azy. Nnenna
enweghi obi mmadu. The 0joo obula o
mere anaghikwa ewute ya. Maka na o
mechaa lakpuo ura, ura eburu ya. Umu ha
mutara makwa na nne ha bu oku na mmiri.
O malite chawa mmadu oku, o choo ka o
were oku chagbuo onye ahu. O
burukwanu na o0 kwawa mmadu mmiri, 0
choo ka o were mmiri kwagbuo onye ahu.
Mgbe obula Ikechukwu no n’ulo,
ma umu ha, ma odibo ha na-enwe onu.
Maka na nna ha ga-azoputa ha n’aka
nnehaukwu. Mana, o buru na Ikechukwu

puo, ahuoku adakwasa ha maka na ha
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maara na ha nozi n’onu agu. Nnenna nodu
n’ulo, nsogbu. O pukwanu apu, obi
akwuruchaa ihe niile ng na be ya oto.
Maka na ha amaghi ihe ¢ ga-eme ha ma ¢
bata. Q batakwanu abata, obi amapu onye
obula. Maka na Nnenna bu ‘obata o su’.
Mana, onye onodu a kacha eru n’ahu bu
Chinyere n’ihi na Nnenna na-ari ya elu ma
na-aritukwa. Kwa oge obula, o na-adg
nwata ahy ka o dogbuo ya.
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ISI NKE ASAA

Nnenna mekatara Chinyere ihe,
Ikechukwu were gwa ya ka ¢ kpolaa ya. O
gwara nwunye ya na kama o ga-egbu nwa
mmaduy, na 0 ka mma na o kpolara ya na
be ha. Ikechukwu gwachaa Nnenna ihe a,
Nnenna agaghi anu. Kwa mgbe Nnenna a
na-etigbu nwa mmadu, ma nodu n’clu ya
ju na ¢ gaghi akpola ya be ha.

O bu eziokwu na Nnenna na-
emegbu Chinyere, mana o nwere ihe o
mere Chinyere otu ubochi choro igbaka
Ikechukwu 1isi. Gini bu 1he ahu?
Ikechukwu gachara oru otu ubochi were
na-alota be ya, wee hu ihe kariri anya ya.
Ozigbo 0 na-etinye isi na be ya, ¢ nuru
oluakwa Chinyere, ka Chinyere na-ebe
onwu onwu. Ozigbo ¢ kwusiri ugboala ya
were rituo, ¢ huru ebe nwunye ya choro iji
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osisi were kugbuo Chinyere. Nnenna
ewerela osisi ahu meruchaa nwata ahu,
ahu. Ahu ya niille bu obara gbara ma
zachaa aza n’ihi the nneyaukwu kuru ya.
Ahu Chinyere, mmee, mmee. Ikechukwu
chaara anya o¢bara gbara were kwobaga
n’imeulo ebe ahu ¢ na-akugbu nwa
mmady. N’ezie, ihu dike na-anyy mma
nko.

Ozigbo Nnenna huru di ya na kwa
otu di ya sir1 were kwobata n’imeulo ha ka
0 matara na o buru na o nochie uzo, ozu
adaa. O tuhapuru osisi ahu n’ebe ahu
Chinyere no na-ebezi akwa ula, were si
ebe ahu bara mba were puo n’ezi, ma
werekwa oduduanya na-ele ka ¢ mara ihe
di ya ga-eme. Gini kwanu ka lkechukwu
mere? Kedu the 1 choro ka o mee?
Ikechukwu were kwuru oto wee lewe

Chinyere n’ebe ahu o togbozi ka ozu. O
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lekata Chinyere, anyammiri ju ya anya. O
fee 1si ya, fee isi ya. O bulie ihu ya elu ma
butuokwa ya. O kwukata ebe ahu wee duo
n’'ubu. Gini ka ¢ ga-eme? N’ezie, ajo
nwanyi ka oria echieteka, njo.

Ikechukwu si n’ala ebe ahu
Chinyere yosara ka akpaaji were kulite ya.
O tinyere ya n’ugboala ya were buru ya
gawa uloogwu. Ka dibiabekee ha gara na
nke ya huchara Chinyere ma nyechaa ya
ogwu, Ikechukwu buru ya gawa ebe a na-
ere nri. Q zunyere Chinyere osikapa e siri
nke oma, udiri Chinyere eritubeghi. Ka
Chinyere richara ihe, 0 gwa ya ka o nuo
ogwu ndi ahu e nyere ya. Ikechukwu
zutakwara nri nke ya rie. Gini ka o riri?
Gari na ofe onugbo.

Ka o bu Chinyere were na-alaghachi
na be ya, ¢ gwara Chinyere na o ga-akpola
ya echi ma chi foo. QO gwakwara ya ka ¢
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ghara ime ka nwunye ya mara na ¢ ga-ala.
Mkpola ahy ¢ gwara Chinyere na ¢ ga-
akpola ya toro Chinyere uto nke ukwu.
Obi uto o nwere n’thi the ahu Ikechukwu
gwara ya mere ya ka o chefuo ufu niile ihe
ahy nneyaukwu mere ya, na-afy ya. O
jukwara Chinyere ihe o mere nneyaukwu
o jiri chgo ka o gbuo ya. Chinyere were
gwa ya na o siri na afere e jiri rie nri Q siri
ya saa, na ¢ sataghi ya. Ikechukwu were
Jjuo ya ma ¢ bu naani ihe ahu bu ihe o si na
1 mere? Chinyere si ya Eee na o nweghizi
the 0zo. Ikechukwu kwee n’isi.

Onye obula lyry nwanyi ma udiri
onye 0 na-alu. Ikechukwu ka Chinyere
were mara nwunye ya. QO maara na
nwunye ya nwere afo 0j0o.
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ISI NKE ASATO

Ikechukwu gwakwara Chinyere na ¢
buryu na ha lota ka ¢ ga dina ala. Na ¢ bu
n’ututu ka ¢ ga-akwako ngwongwo ya. O
buru na o na-akwado oruy, ya bu Chinyere
a na-akwado ula. O puwa n’ututy, ka o
soro ya n’ugboala ya ka o bulaa ya.
Chinyere nabatara ihe niile nnayaukwu
gwara ya. Naani ekpere ya bu ma ututu o
ga-erukwa eru. O kelekwara Chukwu nke
oma otu o si were si n’aka Ikechukwu bu
nnahaukwu were zoputa ya n’olulu onwu
0 dabara na ya.

Ozigbo Ikechukwu na Chinyere na-
abata, chi ejimiela. Umu ha alakpuchaala.
Nnenna alakpukwuola mana o ka mu
anya. Echiche ji ya. Echiche gini ji ya?
Echiche ihe di ya ga-eme ya ma ¢ bata.
Maka na o0 maara na o mehere ihe oke. Na
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o ji iwe oke were suo ulo oku. Mana
Ikechukwu maara ihe nke ukwu. Q maara
na o bu uche ka e ji alu nwanyi. Ka ¢
batara na be ya, o kwughi pim. o buuru
mmiri ga ghuo ahu. QO ghuchaa ahu, wee
lakpuo ura. Chinyere n’onwe ya
aghughikwa ahu tupu ¢ lakpuo n’ihi ihe
megachara ya n’ahu. The nneyaukwu mere
ya.

O bu eziokwu na Ikechukwu
lakpuru ura mana ¢ rahughi ura. O kweghi
ka ura buru ya n’ihi na 0 maghi uche onye
e ji n’ala. O chebidoro Chinyere. Nnenna
n’onwe ya arahyghikwa uyra n’ihi na ¢
mabeghi ihe bu uche di ya. N’ihi na
kemgbe ahu o mechara Chinyere ihe ahy
were ruo mgbe ahu di ya lakpuru, di ya
atupughiri ya onu. QO gbachiri Nnenna
nkiti ma gbachikwa ulo ha nkiti. The

nwoke na-eme na-adi ya n’obi. E jighi oke
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okwu were mara nwoke maara alu
nwanyi. Ikechukwu ejeghi uloakwukwo
muo maka ily nwanyi. Mana ily nwanyi
doro ya anya. QO maara otu € si €so ajo
nwanyl ma merie ya na mmuo QjoQ juru
ya n’ime. Maka na nwoke obula luru ajo
nwanyi, na-amaghi were soo ajo nwanyi 9
lutara, ajo nwanyi ahy o lutara esoo ya
n’ala ka ji. Na ndeeri abali ahy, Chinyere
bilie were pia akwa ya niile tinye n’akpa.
Ikechukwu zunyere ya n’abali ahu.
Chinyere akwadochaala were na-echezi ka
oge a kara aka ruo. The jizikwa ya ilaru be
nne ya na nna ya bu chi ofufo. lhe
jikozikwara ya na nneyaukwu bu uzo
ututu. O buru na mmadu na-eji aka eme ka
chi foo ngwa ngwa, Chinyere gaara 1ji aka
ya mee ya. Mana chi na-eji n’aka ya ma

na-eforo onwe ya.
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ISI NKE ITOOLU

Ikewchukwu kwooro maka
Chinyere wee were uzo ututu teta. Oge o
jiri teta abughi oge o jibu eteta. Ozigbo o
tetara ka Chinyere maara na agbuy e kere
nwangwere eruola otitg. Na oge a kara aka
eruola. Ozigbo lkechukwu ghuchara ahu
were kwadochaa maka oru ubochiya, o
kpoo Chinyere, Chinyere zaa ya. Chinyere
a marala the o na-akporo ya. Chinyere
sekputa akpa ya, banye n’ugboala
Ikechukwu. Ozigbo Chinyere banyeere
Ikechukwu n’ugboala, Ikechukwu kpazee
ugboala ya, ugboala zaa ya. O nye ugboala
ya oku, ugboala ya nata oku o nyere ya. O
nweghizikwa ihe ji nwankita onwu. I[je
aburula ya.

Tupu Nnenna na-aputa ezi n’ututu
ahu, Ikechukwu nozi n’uzo awaraawara

32



na-aga be Chinyere ha. N’ime ugboala ahu
ha no, Ikechukwu ekwughi okwu.
Chinyere atupughi onu. Naani ihe bu uche
Chinyere bu ma o ga-erukwa be ha eru.
Ikechukwu n’onwe ya na-enye ugboala ya
oku ka o ruo be Chinyere ha ngwa ngwa
ma laghachikwa n’Enugwu n’ithi na ¢
choro 1ga oru n’oge n’ubogchi ahu.

Ozigbo ha batara na be Chinyere ha,
Chinyere kuliri ume elu ma kutuo ya ala.
Ume nduy! Ikechukwu gbukwara opi
ugboala ya ihe kariri ugboro abuo na
mbaraezi be Chinyere ha. O mere nke a iji
were mee ka ndi no n’imeulo na be
Chinyere ha mara na obia no na nke ha.
Ka ha putachaa n’ezi. Chinyere jikwa onu
were si n’ugboala Ikechukwu wee rituo
n’ala. QO makuru lkechukwu ma kelee ya
ka o siri kpolata ya na ndu na be nna ya.

Onye izizi si n’imeulo puta n’ezi mgbe
Yy 110 pL
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Ikechukwu gbuchara opi ugboala ya bu
nne Chinyere. QO putara ka ¢ mata ndi
maogbu onye biara na nke ha. Ka o putara,
0 hury Ikechukwu na Chinyere. Chinyere
were 0sQ gbakwuru nne ya, makuo ya ma
malite bewe akwa. Akwa ariri. Akwa obi
mwute. N’ezie, nne bu nne. Nwa buru
nwa. Onye ezi di iche n’etiti ha. Maka na
obara siri ike.

Nne Chinyere hutara Chinyere oge
ahu o na-ebe akwa di ka onye na-ebe akwa
onu n’thi na o biara n’ulg be nna ya. A
takwala ya uyta n’ihi na onye angghi n’ebe
e lir1 ozu na-esi n’okpa were na-abo. Nne
Chinyere hichara ya anyammiri ma
kelekwaa Ikechukwu ya na Chinyere so
were bia. Oge nke a na-eme ka umunne
Chinyere ndi nke no n’ulo n’oge ahu
sokwa nne ha were putakwa n’ezi. Ha

hukwara nwanne ha nwanyi ma kelekwaa
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ya nngo. Nna Chinyere anoghi n’ulo n’oge
ahy. QO gara n’ugbo ya. QO bukwa ya na
umunne Chinyere abuo so were gaa ory
ahu.

Oge Ikechukwu na  Chinyere
banyere n’imeulo be Chinyere ha, ha were
nodu ala, nne Chinyere ji anya ya abuo
were choputa na Chinyere na-esizi mmug
mmuo. Na Chinyere gwury agwu. Na the
¢ ji ang ndu agwuchaala n’ime Chinyere.
Umunne Chinyere choputakwara nke a.
Anyammiri malitere gbawa nne Chinyere
ka o lekatara nwa ya anya, o nweghi ndu
obula o letara ya n’ahy. Chinyere nwa ya
adighizi ka nwa mmadu. O dizi ka nwa
anuohia. Otu ¢ di tupu o si na be nne ya na
nna ya were puo ka mma karia ugbua o si
ebe o gara odibo n’Enugwu were lota.

IThe abuo kpatara nne Chinyere ji

were bewe akwa ka o lechara nwa ya
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anya. Nke izizi bu n’udiri nwa ya dizi. Na
nwa ya bu Chinyere dizi ka nwa a tutara
n’olulu. Nke abuo bu maka ubiam. N’ihi
na ¢ siri na ¢ bu ubiam mere ya na di ya ji
were kweta ka nwanyi 0zo kporo nwa ya.
Maka na ¢ maara na ihe umunwanyi na-
eme nwa onye 0z0 ha na ya bi di ka ihe
nnekwu okuko na-eme uriom na-abughi
nke ya. Q na-eji onu atugbu ya bu uriom.
Ikechukwu gwara nne Chinyere ka o
mechie onu ya. O mekwara ka nne
Chinyere mata na o bu mkpolata ka o
kpolatara Chinyere na be nne ya na nna ya
n’thi na nwunye ya choro ka o gbuo
Chinyere. QO gwakwara nne Chinyere na
nwunye ya bu Nnenna bu ajo nwanyi. Na
0 hughikwa ya bu di ya hapu. Mana ¢
kaara ya mma na ¢ bu ya ka ¢ na-emegbu

karia imegbu nwa onye 0z9. Na ihe o jiri
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kpolata Chinyere bu ka nwunye ya ghara
igbu Chinyere n’ihi na afo fere ya azy.
Tupu Ikechukwu alaghachi Enugwu,
o kwere nne Chinyere na Chinyere nkwa
na o bu ya ga na-azu Chinyere
n’akwukwo. O gwara Chinyere ka o
malitekwa iga akwukwo na be ha. Na o
nwee ihe obula a nara ya n’uloakwukwo,
ma ugwo akwukwo, ma ego akwukwo, ma
akwa akwukwo, na ya bu Ikechukwu ga-
ahu maka ya. Nke obula di ya mkpa ka o
choro ya bia n’uloory ya n’Enugwu, na o
ga-emere ya. lkechukwu kwuru na ihe ¢
jirt kweta 1he a niile bu maka na Chinyere
bu ezigbo nwatakiri maara ithe. Na o
choghikwa ka ya bu nwatakiri laa n’1y1. O
mechaa wee were ego maara abuba were
nye nne Chinyere na Chinyere. O
nyekwara umunne Chinyere ego. O

gwakwara ha ka ha keleere ya nna
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Chinyere ma ¢ lota. Ikechukwu banyekwa
ugboala ya were laghachi Enugwu.
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ISI NKE IRI

Ikechukwu sikwa be Chinyere ha
wee gawakwa n’ulooru ya. N’ulooru ya
n’ubochi ahu niile, obi adighi ya mma.
Gini na-ewute ya? Agwa nwunye ya na-
akpa. Ike ywa gwuru ya. Uwa gbukwuru
ya agbu. O mechaa were tawa onwe ya uta
the o jiri lup nwanyi. N’ihi na ¢ siri na o
bu kemgbe ¢ luru nwanyi ka udo na onu
puru n’ime ya. Kemgbe o luchara nwanysi,
na o nwebeghi ubochi ¢ chiri ochi ma
sorokwa ibe ya nwee obi ocha. Ikechukwu
na-agbakwa mbg otu o nwere ike 1j1 were
mee ka ndioru ha hapu imata ihe ¢ na-
agabiga.

Ka oru gbasara wubochi ahy,
Ikechukwu alawaghi na be ya ozigbo. O
bu ugboala ya were gaa n’otu ebe a na-ere
nri na mmanya. Ka o richara nri, o
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malitere huwa mmanya were na-eche ka
chi jie tupu o lawa na be ya. Ozigbo chi
jiri, Ikechukwu makpuo ugboala ya were
lawa na be ya. Ka ¢ batara na be ya, 0
tupughiri nwunye ya onu. o buuru mmiri
were gaa ghuo ahu. QO ghuchaa ahuy,
lakpuo ura.

Mgbe Ikechukwu batara naani ya, ya
na Chinyere esoghi were bata, ka Nnenna
ji anya were kee the di n’ofe. Mana ¢
choghi 1ju ya di ya. Di ya achoghikwa
igwa ya. Maka na ihe o mere Chinyere
adighi mma ka a gwa ya maka Chinyere.
Nnenna mewara Chinyere obi. Mana obi
uto Chinyere na be ha ¢ no ugbua bu na
Ikechukwu ahapughi ya. Ikechukwu na-
emezucha nkwa niile ahu o kwere ya. Ahu
ka were doo Chinyere na be nne ya na nna
ya 0 nozi ugbua. O jikwa obi ruru ala were

na-agusi akwukwo ya ike. Ikechukwu
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kwekwara ya nkwa ma kwesie ya ike na ¢
ga-azyruri ya na Mahadum. lkechukwu
na-agakwa na be Chinyere ha mgbe na
mgbe obula, na-eje eleta ya na ndi be ha.
O na-ebujekwara ha ihe oriri di iche iche
n’thi na ubiam toro ute na be ha.

N’ezie, onye obula na-enye nsogbu
na-ebio okwu na uka ka a na-ebio ji n’oku
kwa mgbe obula. O techaghi aka
Ikechukwu kpolachara Chinyere na be ha,
Nnenna malitere nyewa ya nsogbu ka o
kpotara ya odibo 0zo ha na ya ga-ebi.
Mgbe niile, o kwute maka ya, Ikechukwu
elewe anya ebe 0zo. O naghi ege nwunye
ya nti n’ihi na ¢ buru na nke e bioro ebio
atughi mmanuy, a sikwa ka e biowe 0zo.
Mbanu! Mana onye obula ya na ajo
mmadu bi torg atg. Onye ahu atokirila.

Mgbe Nnenna huru na Ikechukwu
achoghi imeghari ahu n’the o0 na-agwa ya
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maka ikpota odibo ¢zo, 0 munyezia oku
n’ulo ha. Q malitere nyewe nsogbu n’uzo
di iche iche. O si uzo a na-enye nsogbu, o
sikwa n’uzo nke 0zo na-ekpobata aja
n’ulo. O tinyere ogbaaghara n’ulo ha ma
n’ime Ikechukwu. Ikechukwu anaghizi
anonwu na be ya. O na-abata abata, ¢ na-
apu apu. Okpa ya abuo toro n’ezi. O
batakwanu abata na be ya, ume agaghi eru
ya ala. Nnenna na-eme ya ihe ka ¢ nwuo.
QO juru ya isi ugbua. Ije o na-ejeziri
Ikechukwu n’imeulo ha buzi ije nzogbu,
nzogbu. Ubochi ¢ hughi ithe o mere
Ikechukwu, kama o guwara ya egwu ikpe.

N’ihi Nnenna, ura buzi n’ulooru ka
Ikechukwu na-araruzi. Nri kwanu? Nke
ahu buzi n’ezi ka ¢ na-erizi nri. Maka na o
maara na Nnena agaghi ebunye ya nri.
Nnenna bunyegodu ya nri ebunye, naani

thu o ji were bute nri ahu ga-eme onye
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ebunyere ya ju na o gaghi eri ya. Maka na
0 bu e lee nwata anya n’thu e were nwee
ike rie ithe o ji n’aka. Kwa ubochi,
Ikechukwu ana-ata ahy. O na-eme mgbada
mgbada. Ahu di Ikechukwu mana oria na-
aria ya. Gini na-acho igbu ya? Echiche!
Ihe ajo nwunye buteere ya. O kwa ¢ bury
na ¢ lughi nwanyi ndi ywa ga-akogbu ya
n’onu na o lughi nwanyi. O lugla nwanyi
were luta onwu ya. N’thi na the a ¢ no
ugbua abughi ndu. O chulakwanu ya bu
nwanyi 0 luru na-acho igbu ya, ymu uwa
ga-ahuta ya di ka nwoke ya na nwanyi na-
ebinwughi. Ya bu ije anyila oguga.

Ka ya bu onodu Ikechukwu no na ya
kariri ya, o gara kotara otu enyi ya nwoke
the o na-agabiga. Enyi ya nwoke ahu were
si Ikechukwu, “kama mmiri ga-eri isi gi,
ya rie okpu gi. I gbachi nkiti nwanyi ahu
egbuo gi. Legodu onwe gi anya. Q kwa
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onwu ka 1 na-anwu ihe a. O buru na 1
kpachapughi anya, nwanyi ahy adogbuo
gi. Nwanne m nwoke, ¢ buru na 1 maghi
ya, mara ya taa. Nwanyi sir1 ike. [lu
nwanyl wee buru nnukwu oru. Chotara
nwunye gi odibo 0zo ka 1 wee mara ma ala
0 ga-ajukwa oyi. Mana nwatakiri obula 1i
kpotara ka unu na ya biri ma ¢ bu nwoke,
ma o bu nwanyi, 1 ga na-eleru ya na
nwunye gi anya. Q buru na ¢ mekwaa ya
the o mere nke mbu. 1 mekwa ihe 1 mere
na nke mbu. Maka dinweulo ekwesighi ka
a ria ya elu ka ahuhy” Ikechukwu kelere

enyi ya nwoke na ndumodu o nyere ya.
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ISI NKE IRINAOTU

Ikechukwu mechara ga kpota
nwatakiri 9zo ha na ya ga-ebi. Nwatakiri
ahu bu nwanyi. Aha ya bu Chichebem.
Chichebem bu ezigbo nwatakiri. QO mara
mma. QO bukwa nwatakiri ybury ya na-
agho nko n’akwukwo. Mana ego a ga-eji
zuo ya n’uloakwukwo adighi. Nne ya na
nna ya bu ndi ubiam. N’ime umu asaa ha
mutara, o0 bu Chichebem kacha din
nwayoo, mara akwukwo ma na-erubere
uwa ist. Onodu di otu a kpatara ha ji wee
hu Chichebem n’anya ma hubiga ya oke.

Nne na nna Chichebem bu di na
nwunye anaghi acho 1ji nti nu na mmadu
ga-akporo nwa ya kponye onye 0zo ka ha
na ya biri. Maka na akuko di iche iche ha
na-anu banyere ihe ndi mmadu bi n’obodo
mepere emepe na-eme umuaka a kponyere
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ha na-awy ha  akpataoyi n’ahu.
N’agbanyeghi nkwenye ha niile a na kwa
nghota ha niile a, ha mechara kweta ka
Chichebem gawa odibo. Gini kpatara nke
a? Onye ajukwala ha ihe kpatara ha jiri
mechaa wee tuturu ihe dara n’ala, rie.
Maka na ndi Igbo si na ¢ bu aguu butere a
juchaa, a narakwa. N’ihi na ¢ bu maka
onodu 0j00 kpatara ede ji ato ka ji. Nne na
nna Chichebem choro ka ¢ guo akwukwo
nke oma, mana ha enweghi ihe ha ga-eji
zuo ya n’uloakwukwo. Ozo kwa di ka ibe
ya bu na umuynwanne Chichebem niile
bucha ndi nsogbu. Ha na-enye ndi mutara
ha nsogbu ma burukwa mmiri gbaruru
agbaru nke onye obula na-abu ¢ hu o
togbo 1ko. Naani Chichebem by mmiri
doro edo n’etiti umynne ya ahuy niile.
Mmiri doro edo bukwanu udiri mmiri

onye obula na-acho ka o kuru were laa na
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be ya. Nna Chichebem na nne ya achoghi
ka Chichebem mebie maobu ka e mebie
ya. Ha achoghikwa ka ewu anaghi ata ji
soro ewu na-ata ji noro. Mana, a gbachi
nkiti nke a were mee, akwa ocha akpuo
n’ala. QO bu onodu di otu a kpatara nne ya
na nna ji were kweta ka o ga soro ndi 9zo
biri. Ndi o0zo ahu ¢ gara binyere bu
Ikechukwu, Nnenna na umu ha.

O bu site n’aka ezinaulo bu ndi enyi1
Ikechukwu na nwunye ya bu Nnenna ka
Ikechukwu si  were kpotara Nnenna
Chichebem. O bukwa n’obodo didebere
Enugwu nso ka e siri kpota Chichebem. O
bukwa site n’izu ahia ka ndi ahu
Ikechukwu si n’aka ha wee kpota
Chichebem si wee mata Chichebem na
nne ya. Nne na nna Chichebem maara
ezinaulo ahu biara ka ha kporg Chichebem

laa Enugwu. Chichebem maara ha. Mana,
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ha amaghi ndi Ikechukwu na Nnenna bu.
Mana, ha maara na ¢ bughi ezinaulo ahu
kpooro Chichebem ka Chichebem ga-
ebinyere. Na ha gwara ha na o nwere ndi
ha ga-akpojere Chichebem ka ha na ya
biri. Nne na nna Chichebem nabatakwara
nke a n’ihi na ha sir1 na nnunu obula si
n’ala wee bere na mkpu ka nokwa n’ala ¢
no. Maka na ist mkpi ka dikwa n’akpa
mkpi.

Ebe nne na nna Chichebem na
ezinaulo ahu kporo ya si were mara bu
n’ahia. Ahia ime obodo. Ahia ahu na-azu
kwa Eke obula. O bukwa n’ahia ahu ka di
na nwunye kpooro Chichebem na-eje
azuta the ha na-eri. Maka na ihe oriri di ka
ji, gari, azu ndy, ede, ugu, jioko, abacha,
akpu, akwukwonri, ukpaka, egwusi,
mkpuruosisi di iche iche, jinwannunu,

mmanunri, ogbong, ukwa, achicha, une,
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okuko, ewu, mkpuruakwu, oka na-adi na
gbanyuu ebe ahu ma dikwa onuala. Kwa
Eke obula, Chichebem na-eso nna ya na
nne ya were na-abia ahia ahu. Ha na-abia
ere ihe ha ruputara n’ubi. O bukwa ihe ha
retara ka ha ji egbo mkpa ha.

Kwa mgbe obula, di na nwunye ahu
buru ugboala were si Enugwu bia ahia, ha
ga-ahurirt Chichebem na nne ya na nna ya.
O bukwa ha ka di na nwunye ahu na-ebu
uzo were zuo ahia tupu ha azuwa ndi 9zo.
O bukwa n’oduahia ha ka di na nwunye
ahu na-edowe ihe niile ha jiri bia ahia tupu
ha alawa. Ha zuchaa ahia, kwado ula,
Chichebem na-ebujere ha ihe niile ahy ha
zutara n’ugboala ha. Omume di otu a mere
ka ha mara Chichebem nke oma ma
hukwa ya n’anya. Ha wee malite chewe
otu ha ga-esi were si n’ime obodo ahu 0

no were kpoputa ya.
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Mgbe Ikechukwu kotaara ha na o
na-acho nwatakiri ha na ya ga-ebi, ebe izi
obi ha gbajere bu n’ebe Chichebem no. Ha
maara Ikechukwu nke oma ma marakwa
Nnenna. Ha maara na Ikechukwu anaghi
abonyere 1ihe 0joo aja n’ukwu. Na
Ikechukwu anaghi anabata ihe 0joo. Maka
na nti dike na-asg ajo okwu. Di na nwunye
ahu makwaara na Nnenna bu ebiogwu.
Ahu ya niile bu ogwu ogwu. O ji ogwu
ahu niile di ya n’ahu were na-eme ire kwa
mgbe, kwa mgbe. Onye bituru ya aka
chorg okwunauka. Onye nokwanu ya nso
no n’elu nsogbu. Mana, ebiogwu ka
Nnenna mma. Ebiogwu pukatara ogwu
n’ahu ya wee pufo ogwu n’ebe umunna ya
ga na-ejide ya aka. Mana, Nnenna
enweghi ebe o puforo ogwu n’ahu ya niile.
O nweghi ebe a na-ejide ya aka. O nweghi
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ebe Nnenna di mma na ndu ya na kwa

n’omume ya.
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ISI NKE IRINAABUOQ

Mgbe di na nwunye ahu buuru
Chichebem gbagote Enugwu, o bu
Ikechukwu ka ha kpooro Chichebem wee
kponye n’aka. Ha gwakwara Ikechukwu
ka o na-echedoro ha Chichebem ka okuko
si echedo umu ya. Ka ¢ ghakwara ikwe ka
Nnenna megbuo Chichebem. Ikechukwu
kwetara n’the niile ha gwara ya. O sizi
n’ulo di na nwunye ahy di n’Uwani wee
kporo Chichebem lawa be ya n’Asata. The
ato kacha enye Ikechukwu onu n’ebe
Chichebem nog. Nke izizi bu na ndi o si
n’aka ha were kpota Chichebem bu ndi
enyi ha, ha maara nke oma ma burukwa
ndi bi n’Enugwu. Nke abuo bu na
Chichebem bu ezigbo nwatakiri. Nke
ikpeazu zi bu ka 0 mara ma be ya ¢ ga-
ajukwa oyi. Ma ulo ya na-agba oku
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kemgbe nke o0 bu Nnenna munyere ma 0
ga-adakwa jii. N’ezie, lkechukwu buy
nwoke ma zuo ezu na nwoke. Mana
nwoke obula ekwukwala na o bu nwoke
ma zuo ezu na nwoke tutuu na o luo
nwanyl. Maka na oru di n’ilu di na
nwunye kariri nro a na-arg banyere ya.
N’ezie, ndi Igbo si na arusi na-eri
asaa erighi asaa o naghi ezu ike. Maka na
mee elu, mee ala, ihe na-esi nkapi isi di ya
n’ime ahu. Nwantakiri oge Chichebem na
Nnenna norg ka Chichebem ji were ghota
n’ezie na ajo nwanyi bu odachi.
Chichebem na-edikwara Nnenna otutu ala
0 na-aru n’ebe 0 no n’ihi na o choro ibara
onwe ya uru. Q choro ka ¢ noro n’Enugwu
were nweta ithe o na-acho. Gini ka o na-
acho.? Igu akwukwo. Chichebem choro
iba uru. Q choro igu akwukwo ma guruo

ya n’isi. Q choro inyere ezinaulo ha aka
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ma o too. O bu ya ka o jiri kpebie n’ime
onwe ya na Q ga-ejiri onwe ya were chuo
aja ka ihe were bata na be ha. The niile
Nnenna na-eme ya, mmegbu niile ¢ na-
emegbu ya, ¢ kwooro maka di ya bu
Ikechukwu, na-edi ya. Maka na nke di
n’ithu ka. N’ihi na onye lee anya n’azu o
bute ukwa. Onye butekwaranu ukwa
butere ahuhy. Onye enweghikwa onye na-
emere ya na-eji eze ekpere ekwere. Onye
enweghikwanu onye kwu ya n’azu na-eji
anya ya abuo ekiri anyanwu n’etiti ehihie.
Maka na o bu maka na e nweghi ebe a na-
agbaje 0s0 ma ¢so chywa mmadu kpatara
0s0 ji akpara onye 0 na-achu 0so, aka.

Ihe Nnenna mere Chichebem kariri
the o mere Chinyere. O gosiri Chichebem
na ¢ bu kitikpa. Ekwensu nke ya putara
the. Mmadu na ekwensu, ha na-ano.

Mbanu! O mekatara Chichebem ihe, 0so
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baa Chichebem okpa. Chinyere ka
Chichebem mma. Chinyere ji ututu were
gbalaa. Mana Chichebem ji abali were rie
mbombo 0s9. Otu ubochi, na mgbede
abali, Ikechukwu si ebe ¢ gara were bata
na be ya di n’Asata. Ozigbo ¢ batara,
Chichebem nu olu ya, Chichebem tiwe
mkpuakwa n’ebe 0 no were na-ata ahuhuy
nneyaukwu nyere ya n’thi na ¢ suchaghi
akwa niile o kpoputeere ya ka o suo
n’ubochi ahu.

Tupu Nnenna agawa oru n’ubochi
ahy, o kpoputara akwa ha niile di n’ulo
ruru inyi, ma nke ya, ma nke di ya ma nke
umu ya, kposara ha Chichebem ka ¢ suo O
gwakwara ya ka ¢ suchaa ha niile tupu ¢
lota oru. O zikwara Chichebem ahia ka o
zuta 1he ha ga-eri n’ubochi ahi. O
gwakwara Chichebem ka o sie the ndi ahu

ma o zutachaa ha, na ¢ bukwa ya ka umu
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ha ga-eri ma ha lota akwukwo. Nnenna
gwakwara Chichebem ka ¢ zachachaa
imeulo ha niile ma kpofuo ahihia niile di
na be ha n’ebe a na-ekpofu ahihia. O si ya
chetakwa na o ga-asachasi azu itenri ha ka
ha di ocha. Na ¢ ga-emecha ihe niile ahu o
zirt ya ka o mee tupu o lota oru.
Chichebem kweta ya. Nwatakiri ahu
gbalikwara ike ya thu na o mezuru ihe
niile ahy nneyaukwu gwara ya mee na be
ha. Mana, ya bu oru ekweghi ya bu
nwatakiri nrucha. A naghi ebu ala ebu.
Ala ebuka mmadu ibu ya n’isi. Chichebem
gbara mbo ruchaa oru ndi 0zo Nnenna si
ya rugo. Mana akwa o chiputara Kkariri
akari. O kweghi Chichebem nsucha.
Ozigbo Nnenna si oru were lota, ihe
o jirt kelee Chichebem anwula bu iti ya
the. O choro 1ji aka were kugbuo
Chichebem n’ihi na ¢ suchaghi akwa niile
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ahu o chiputaara ya. Ka o tichara
nwatakiri ahu ihe ahu niile o tiri ya, 0
jughi ya afo, o were gaa n’ezi kpota
kirikirt okwute. O ji afere were kpota
okwute ndi ahu n’ebe ha hisa. QO gaa
n’imeulo ha kposa ha were gwa
Chichebem ka o sekpuru ala n’elu ha.
Chichebem were ju na ¢ gaghi eme nke
ahu. Nnenna wee were ora chara ezigbo
oku wee matuo ya n’ala, were si ya onwu
na ndu ka ¢ horo otu. Ma ¢ kaara ya mma
1sekpu n’elu okwute ahu ma noro nduy, ka
0 kaara ya mma na ¢ juru isekpu n’elu
okwute ahy ma bury onye nwyru anwuy.
N’ezie, 0 bu onye no ndu na-ako akuko
ogu. Chichebem wee were aju onwu ga
sekpuru n’elu okwute ndi ahu. Ka o sekpu
n’elu okwute ahu were na-eche ihe 0zo
nneyaukwu ga-eme ya iji wee dulaa ya

mmuo, naani ihe abuo ka o na-echeta. Ihe
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1zizi ¢ na-echeta bu Chukwu kere ya. Nke
abuo bu nnahaukwu bu Ikechukwu. O si
Chukwu na o bury na O hyru ya n’anya,
ka O kpolatara ya nnahaukwu bu
Ikechukwu tupu o nwuo onwu oge ya
erughi eru. Ka Chuwku biko nuru ekpere
ya. Chukwu meere ya the ¢ rioro Ya

n’aririo.

58



ISI NKE IRINAATO

Ozigbo Ikechukwu hury ihe Nnenna
mere nwa ha na ya bi, o were oke olu were
gwa Chichebem ka o si ebe ahu o sekpu
ala bilie. Chichebem choo ka o bilie, o
kweghi ya. O were daa n’ala, noro n’ala
ebe ahu bewe akwa. lke i1be akwa
adighikwuzi ya. O na-ebezi akwa, akwa ya
a na-ada n’ime n’ime. lkechukwu were
0s00s0 kulite ya. Ozigbo o lere nwata ahu
anya were hu ihe nwunye ya mere ya,
anyammiri were ju ya anya. Ikechukwu
wee kuru Chichebem kuba n’ugboala ya.
O were aka ya kpokoo akwa Chichebem
niile tinye n’ime akpa, wee buru
Chichebem gawa Uwani n’abali ahu.
N’ebee n’Uwani? Na be ndi ahu o si n’aka
ha were kpota Chichebem.
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Oge Ikechukwu kpooro Chichebem
were bata na be Egwuchukwu na nwunye
ya bu Chinekwu, mkpu puru ha n’onu.
Gini ka ha na-etiri mkpu? The ha hyry. Ha
lekatara Chichebem, wee hihie n’isi. The
Nnenna mere Chichebem adighi mma inu
na nti. Ha ewerela anya ha were hu ihe
Ikechukwu na-akoro ha kemgbe banyere
nwunye ya bu Nnenna. Kporokpoto
agbaala n’ithu ehi. Ma Egwuchukwu, ma
nwunye ya bu Chinekwu, ma Ikechukwu,
ike ikwu okwu gwuru onye obula. O
nweghi onye kwunwuru okwu. Onye lee
ibe ya, ibe ya elee ya. Ka ha na-ele onwe
ha, ka ha na-adu n’ubu.

Chinekwu mechaa kulie ozigbo ga
sinye mmiri n’oku. Ozigbo mmiri ahuy
chakuuru oku, o butuo ya were ya ga ghuo
Chichebem, ahu. Oge  Chichebem

ghuchara ahu, o bunyere ya nri ka o rie
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n’ihi na ¢ siri na ¢ maghi ma Nnenna ¢ na-
enyekwa nwatakiri ahu nri kemgbe o
binyeere ha. Nwanyi ahu kpooro
Chichebem puo wee ga zutara ya ogwu.
Oge ha batara, Ikechukwu na di ya bu
Egwuchukwu ka tukwu ala were na-ako
maka ihe Ikechukwu na-agabiga n’aka
nwanyi ¢ lury. Egwuchukwu na nwunye
ya bu Chinekwu nooro n’ihu Ikechukwu
were gwa Chichebem na ¢ buzi ha na ya
ga-ebi. Na ihe obula o choro na ha ga-
emere ya. Na ¢ ga-agu akwukwo ya ma
guruo ya n’isi. Ha kelekwara Chukwu na
Chichebem ji ndu ya were si n’aka
Nnenna wee gbaputa. Chinekwu buuru
akpaakwa Chichebem buba n’imeulo ha
ma gwakwa Chichebem ka ¢ gaa rahu yra
n’ihi na chi ejiela. O gosiri Chichebem otu

omaricha akwa ebe o ga-edina.
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Chichebem lakpuo ura. Tupu Chichebem
na-edina ala, ura eburula ya.

Ikechukwu gwakwara ndi o biara na
be ha na ¢ gaghikwa alaghachi na be ya
n’abali ahu n’ihi na obi adighi ya mma.
Na o bu na nke ha ka ¢ ga-arahu. Na o
buru na o were otu o siri di ya n’obi wee
laghachi na be ya, na the ga-emebi. Maka
na ¢ bu ka e ji oku agbara nsiegbe 0s0 ka e
jikwa nsiegbe were na-agbara oku 0so.
N’ihi na ¢ buru na ha abuo jekoo, onye no
ebe obula 0 ng, o na-anu uda ya.
Chinekwu bunyere Ikechukwu mmiri, ¢ ga
ghuo ahu. O ghuychaa ahu o bunyekwa ya
nri, Ikehcukwu rie. N’ezie, nri ahu o rir1
na be Egwuchukwu na Chinekwu kacha
nri niile ¢ na-eri na be ya, kemgbe o luru
nwanyi, were doo ya ahu. N’ihi na nke
ahu bu izizi o ji obi umeala wee rie nri. O

richaa nri, ahu juo ya oyi. Ozigbo o
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richara nri, ura noro n’oche ahu ¢ no were
rie nri ahy, buru ya. Ura ike ogwugwu na
obi iru ala. O buzi Egwuchukwu kpolitere
ya ma gwa ya ka ¢ baa n’imeulo ga dina
ala. Oge lkechukwu mepere anya ya, 0
gwara enyi ya nwoke ka e wetara ya ute
n’ihi na o choghi iba n’imeulo. Na ¢ chorg
idina n’onyulo nnabatagbia. E wetara ya
ute ma wetakwuoro ya ntukwasaisi.
Ikechukwu lakpuo.

Ma Ikechukwu, ma Chichebem, o
nweghi onye obula maara mgbe chi foro.
Ha abuo rahuru ura ka umuntakiri a muru
ohuru. Ndi ha gbabatara ¢so na be ha
achoghikwa inye ha nsogbu. Ha hapuru ha
ka ha rahyjuo ura ahu afo. N’ezie, o
nweghi ihe na-ato uto ma na-enyekwa onu
ka obi iru ala na ahy 1ju mmadu oyi. Maka
na ulo udo di na ya na-etinyekwa udo
n’ime ndi bi na ya. Oge Chichebem si
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n’ura wee teta, Chinekwu achoghikwa ka
o ruo ihe obula tutuu na o nwetachaa onwe
ya ma lgghachitekwa na mmadu. Ozigbo
Ikechukwu si n’yra nke ya bilie, o0 gara saa
onu ya ma ghuokwa ahu ututu, were
kwado ory ya. Chinekwu bunyekwara ya
nri n’ututu ahu, o rie. O richaa nri kelee
Egwuchukwu na Chinekwu buru ugboala
ya gawa Oru.

N’ezie, Ikechukwu nozikwa n’0so.
O naghizikwa echeta be ya. O chefuziri
ma be ya, ma nwunye ya, ma umu ya.
Nnenna emewaala ya obi. O kwuru na ¢
burugodu na ¢ nwufuo n’uzo na ¢ kaara ya
mma karia ino na be ya were nwuo onwu
obi mgbowa. Na, kama o ga-ang n’aka
Nnenna were nwuo, kama ka o noro
n’okporouzo nwuo. Na o bury na ¢ norg
n’'uzo nwuo na ndi mmadu ga-enwe

mwute na 0 nwuru. Mana, o0 buru na o
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noro na be ya nwug, Nnenna ga-aborg ozu
ya ntQo.

Ka oru gbasara wubochi ahy,
Ikechukwu sikwa n’ulooru ha wee gawa
na nke enyi ya nwoke ahy gwara ya ka ¢
chotara Nnenna odibo 0z9. O kooro enyi
ya nwoke ahy ije ywa ya ma gwakwa ya
na ¢ gaghizi atu okpa na be ya. Na ¢ buru
na o huryu ya n’anya di ka ezigbo enyi ya,
ka o nyere ya aka chowara ya ulo ebe o
ga-ebi were na-aga oru. Maka na onye
obula ya na Nnenna bi n’ylo amala onwe
ya ikpe onwuy, were na-echezi mgbe a ga-
akwugbu ya. Enyi ya nwoke ahu were juo
ya ihe a ga-eme ymu ya. O were si eny1 ya
nwoke na ¢ bu onye no ndu na-ekwu maka
umu. Na udiri 0so ¢ na-agba ugbua bu 9so
onye elekwala anya n’azu n’thi mmonwuy
anyl na-aga n’iro. Maka na onye gbawa ya

bu 0so were lee anya n’azu, e¢ bute
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1siukwa. Na ¢ buru na o zota ndu onwe ya,
o nwee ike were zota ndu umu ya. lhe
Ikechukwu noro na nke enyi ya nwoke
ahu bu mkpuruubochi atg. Ebe ahu ka o si
were na-aga oru na mkpuruubochi atg ahu
o rahuru ebe ahu. O mechara were si na
nke enyi ya nwoke ahu were gawakwa na
nke enyi ya nwoke 0zo bi na Gariki.
Ikechukwu buzi nnunu were na-efeghari.
Osisi obula ¢ huru di ya mma, o benye na
ya, o nweghizi be. Nwunye ya ¢ lutara
achupula ya na be ya.

O bu eziokwu na mgbaghari ahu ¢
na-agbari adighi ya mma n’ahy, mana ¢
kaara ya mma karia ino na be ya. Maka na
onwu no na be ya. Q bukwa mmadu bu
onwu ahy no na be ya. Onye bu onwu
ahu? Nnenna! Naani otu ihe kacha ewute
Ikechukwu n’0s¢o ahu ¢ no n’ime ya. Gini
bu ihe ahu? O kwadoghi 0so ahu akwado.
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Naani akwa ahu o yi n’ahu were puo 0so
ka ¢ na-eyi kemgbe ahu ¢ puru oso ahu. O
jechaa oru lota, o chiri ogodo onye 0 ng na
nke ya chinyere ya, manye n’ukwu ma
yipu akwa ya suo ma kosaa ka ¢ koo. Chi
fo n’ututy, o yirikwa ha gawa oru. N’ezie,
0 bu onye no ndu na-acho mma. Maka na
onye obula uwa gburu agbu amaghizikwa
na o nwere onye na-ele ya anya. N’ihi na o
nweghtkwa onye ya onwe ya na-ahu.
Naani ihe o na-ahutazi bu onodu 0j0o.
Onodu gbara ya okirikiri ma juputa ya ahu
niile.

Ndiory Ikechukwu ha amaghi maka
the niile ahu ¢ na-agabiga. Mana ufodu
n’ime ha anya ruru ala, choputara na ikpa
na-agba oku. Ufodu ndioru ha ji nwayoo
were choputa na mkpuruubochi olenaole
gara aga, na Ikechukwu ji nwayoo nwayoo

were na-ata mmiri ka osikapa no n’elu
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iteoku. Mana ha achoghi iju ya ihe obula
n’ihi na ¢ bu onye ibu kariri na-ario ka e
nyere ya aka. Maka na onye ¢bula a ga-
ebo 1bu n’isi bu ya ga-ebu uzo were palite
ibu tupu e tinyere ya aka. Ikechukwu bu
onye there. Q bughi udiri mmadu na-acho
ka a na-amata okpuru ya. Mana ¢ bu ihe
onye anaghi achg na ndu ya na-abiakwute
ya. O bu eziokwu na Ikechukwu no na-
akpaghari ma o teela Nnenna dulara ya
mmuo. N’ihi na ¢ bughi udiri ndu ¢ no ka
a na-ario ka ¢ buru ogologo ndu. The a na-
artlop n’udirt ndu ahu bu ka o bie
ngwangwa, ka onye ahy ga zuo ike. N’ihi
na e nwere udiri ndu mmadu ga-anoro,
onwu a na-agu ya aguu. Onwu mee amara
wee bia, onye ahy atulie mma ya elu ma

ghorokwa ya.
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ISI NKE IRINAANO

N’abali ubochi ahu Ikechukwu
buuru Chichebem were puo, Nnenna
emegharighi ahu ka o nwere ihe na-
emenu. O choghikwanu ima na ha na-apu
apu. O choghikwanu iju ase. O tukwusiri
ike n’oche ma na-elekwa anya n’ebe ¢zo.
Mana mgbe mmadu ji eme na ihe
agbasaghi ya bu mgbe ithe ahy
emetutabeghi ya n’uzo di njo. Maka na
onye obula ihe biakwutere n’ulo ya ga-
amariri maka the ahu biakwutere ya. O
burukwanu na onye ahu ihe biakwutere si
na o gaghi ama maka ihe biakwutere ya,
the ahu biakwutere ya etukwuru ala were
na-eche ya.

Oge Nnenna tury anya di vya
mkpuruubochi olenaole, o hughi ya ka o ji
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wee mara na nnu anaala ofe. Na o
bughizikwa ihe igba na-aku ka ukwu na-
agba. Onye kwuru na onye ara amaghi ihe
0 na-eme? Onye ara siri na ¢ maara ithe o
na-eme kama ¢ bu ihe na-eme ya ka o
maghi N’ezie, mgbe ihe echiche
biakwutere onye ara, 1 mata na onye ara
na-eche uche. Ugbua, ka Nnenna ji were
mata na agwa Qjoo obula nwere uzo e si
eso ya. Mana uzo kacha mma e ji eso
agwa 0joo bu ileghara ya anya, notee ya
aka ma gbakuta ya azu. Maka na ihe e ji
ama na a na-akpa agwa 0joo bu ma onye
na-akpa agwa 0joo hu onye ¢ kpasoro
agwa 0j00. Mana agwa 0joo ahughi onye
0 na-akpaso, 0 daa mmiri. Maka na ¢ bu
onye luru nwanyi ka nwa na-ebe akwa na
be ya. N’ithi na okokporo amaghi maka
akwa nwa.

70



Kemgbe ahu Ikechukwu si be ya
wee gbapuru nwunye ya n’ulo,
ogbaaghara wee zuo Nnenna ahu. Ahu
ezughi ya ike. Ura koo ya n’anya. Echiche
zuo ya ahy. Ulo di ya hapuury ya ka o
birizie malite duwa ya ogwu n’ahu. Ugbua
ka Nnenna ji were mata na nwanyi gbula
na-ama ukwuogodo naabg bu nwanyi hury
onye zutaara ya. Maka na mmaduy na-enye
nsogbu bu maka na ¢ huru onye ¢ na-enye
nsogbu. Mana mgbe onye na-enye nsogbu
na-ahughizi onye ¢ na-enye, nsogbu
atugharizia ma dakwasa onye ahu na-enye
ya.

Nsogbu ejula Nnenna ahu. Qku ahu
0 na-agukwasa ndi mmadu buzi ya na-
agbazi ya ugbua. O hughizi di ya. O
maghikwa ebe ¢ no. QO maghi ma ¢ no ndu
ma ¢ nwuola. Mgbe obula o tukwuuru ala,

echiche banyere ithe umunwanyi ndi di ha
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hapuru were nwuo na-agabiga na ndu ha,
ezuo ya ahu. o dinakwanu ala, ¢ na-echeta
onodu nwanyi di lukatara were ju na ¢
gaghizi aly, na-ano na ya. N’ezie, echiche
niile a ekweghi ya nuo mmiri togbo iko,
mana nke kacha awa ya isi bu echiche si
n’aka ymu ya abia. Kwa ututy, kwa ehihie,
kwa abali, umu ya na-ebe akwa were na-
aju ya ebe nna ha ng. Mgbe niile ka ha na-
enye ya nsogbu na ha chorg thu nna ha.
Ka ¢ na-abara ha mba ka ha kwusi 1ju ya
maka nna ha, ka umuaka na-ebesi akwa
ike 1j1 were na-agwa ya na obi adighi ha
mma maka nna ha, ha amaghi ebe 0 no. O
tichaa ha ihe, o kara njo. Umuaka ato ahu
mechara kwusi iri nri ma kwusikwa iga
akwukwo. Obi adighi ha mma chaachaa.
Ha choro ihu nna ha, na o buru na ha
ahughi nna ha na o nweghizikwa ihe ha no

n’uwa were na-eme. Maka na ¢ bu nna ha
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bu naani obi uto ha nwere na ndu ha. O
bukwa nna ha ka ha ji wee na-edi nne ha.
Maka na onye gbula ya na nne ha bi, onye
ahu bi n’okummuo. Onye ¢obula ha na nne
ha no, onye ahu nokwuazi n’olulu onwu.
N’ihi na o nweghi ithe obula di mma si
n’ebe nne ha no were na-aputa. O bu naani
nna ha na-amy ha nwa, na-ele ha anya
n’ithu, na-eme ha ka umutakiri, na-egwusa
ha egwu ma na-achisakwa ha ochi. Mana,
n’ebe nne ha nog, oge niile ogu ogu, mgbe
niile mgba mgba. Kwa ututu, kwa ehihie,
okwu na yka. Oge obula e lere nne ha
anya n’thu, ithu ya adi ka ochichii. [jiji
ala. O nweghi onye nne ha nwere ohere
ya. O nweghikwa ohere onwe ya. N’ezie,
ndu nne ha adighi ha mma. Mana ha
agaghi ekwuputanwu ya. Ha chogodu

ikwu ya ekwu, ha agaghikwa ama otu ha
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ga-esi kwuo ya. Nnenna maara na obi umy
ya ka were di n’ebe di ya no. Na ¢ bu nna
ha ka ha kaara were nabata n’ob1 ha karia
ya bu nne ha.

Ugbua, Nnenna amarala na agwa
0j00 na-eche onye mere ya. Maka na iwu
nke Chukwu by na aka nsi mmadu ga-
abariri onye ahu n’onu. N’ihi na ¢ bu ihe
onye metara o were isi ya were buru. Onye
zaa, o kpoo. O kweghi onye ahu okpukpo,
onye ahu agbawa nje. Naani onye agwa
0j0oo na ndu 0joo baara uru bu naani onye
ahu na-eme ya. Uru ¢ baara ya bu na onye
ahu agaghi enwe ezumike na ndu ya maka
na onye obula ji mmadu n’ala ji onwe ya.
O burukwanu na ihe 0joo achoghikwanu
ka ¢ hapu uzo 0j00 0 na-eso ma sowe uzo
nke Chukwu, mmiri erughi eru amaa ya
ma maa akwa o yi n’ahu. Onye di otu ahu

ga-efu ka nai ma nwuo ka okuko.
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ISI NKE IRINAISE
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N’ezie, nku edeela usu. Nnenna
ahuwala iwa. Maka na mmadu megbukata
mmaduy, ¢ mechaa o hughizi onye ¢ na-
emegbu, 0 megbuwazie onwe ya. Nnenna
ewerela ugbua were ghota na ezinaulo
nwoke na-anoghi na ya na-eghe oghe.
Mana, ezinaulop nwoke nogkatara na ya
were kwuysi ing, na-agbo oto. Na nwanyi
na-adi ocha ka ugbala, na-eko ka osikapa e
sikwasara n’oku ma na-emekwa ngala ka
torotoro bu maka na o nwere nwoke kwu
ya n’azy ma na-ebudoro ya ibu o kwesiri
ibu. Mana, nwoke ahu sere 1si, ibu
anyigbuo nwanyl ma nyikwoo ya olu. O
bu ya kpatara o ji abu nwanyi hy onye na-
ekiri ya, ya na nrecha a na-eme. Mana,
mgbe o0 huryu na o nweghi onye na-elele
ya, oge ahu ka 1 ga-achgputazi ma were
anya gi abuo hu na nwanyi na-agba ka

ukpaka ma burukwa danda.
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Ahu na-ajuzi Nnenne oyi kwa mgbe
obula maka na a hughizi onye a na-akoro
ede. The obula o mere ugbua by onwe ya
ka o na-emere ya. O siwe onwuy, o sisa ya
onwe ya. O kpawa isiuka, o kpasawara ya
onwe ya. QO gawa ije nzogbu nzogbu
ugbua otu ahu o si a gara ya di ya, o
zogbuwe onwe ya. O jidekwanu umu ya
kugbuwe, nke ahu gbasara ya n’thi na o bu
onwe ya ka o na-akugbu. O nweghikwa
onye ga-asi ya akugbula ha. The soziri ya,
o mee, o nweghi onye ga-eji ya eji. Kama
o kwesiri ka ¢ mata na ihe obula 0 na-eme
ugbua by onwe ya ka ¢ na-eme ya n’ihi na
di ya na-ahusiburu ya anya achaalara ya
n’akuku. Nnenna ewerela ugbua were
ghota na ¢ bu onye nwere ihu na-ete uhie.
Na onye enweghi okpa anaghi agba
akpukpoukwu. Maka na onye ara obula

maara onwe ya bu n’imeulo ka ¢ na-awi
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ara nke ya. N’ihi na o nwere onye na-ejitu
ya. Mana, onye ara maara onwe ya yiri ara
puo n’ezi, uwa akpaa ya eze ma menye ya
there n’thu. Maka na ebe nwamkpi na-
akpu amu n’ala bu na be onye nwe ya. Q
kpuo amu n’ala na be onye 0zo, ¢ were
mma chabiri ya.

Mgbe niile, ithe na-agy Nnenna bu
idina ala. O nweghizi ihe ike na-adi ya
ime. Ike ikwu okwu adighizikwu ya. Ike
okwu dikwuo ya, o kwuoro onye? O bu
umu ya ka o ga na-ekwuru ka o bu ulo ha?
O naghikwa ekwuru umu ya okwu o¢bula.
Maka na o kwuo okwu elu, kwuo okwu
ala n’ebe umu ya no, umu ya ewere
anyammiri na-aju ya ebe nna ha no. Kwa
mgbe ka ha ji anyammiri were na-achg ka
ha hu nna ha. Matakwa na nsogbu umuyaka
na-enye na-aka nke okenye, njo. Maka na

okenye nyekata nsogbu, o were ire ya
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were guo eze ya onu. Mana umuaka malite
inye nsogbu, ha anaghi enyedebe nsogbu
tutuu e meere ha ihe ahy bu mkpa ha. O
buru na e meghiri ha ya, onye obula no ha
n’akuku atola. Maka na e nyeghi arusi na-
eri asaa, asaa ahu o na-eri, 0 waba n’afa.
Nnenna agaghikwa ekwuru ulo okwu.
Maka na o buru na o na-ekwusara ulo
okwu ma na-aturu ya mba, a mara na o
ruola mgbe o ga-eji gbara oto wee puo
n’omaabhia.

Ugbua, Nnenna buzi isikoteebu
putara n’uzgo were zute oketeoburu, ihe
niile were konye ma tuhia ka udo. Aja
ejula Nnenna anya. O nweghikwa onye
ga-afuchapu ya. O gaghikwa afuchapunwu
ya onwe ya. Q kpokwanu umu ya, ymu ya
ewere anyammiri si ha n’anya were na-
aputa wunyekwuo n’aja di ya n’anya nke

ga-eme ka onye no n’oche noduzi n’ala. Q
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burukwanu na o hiwe aka n’anya ya abuo,
ha abug achawa mmee mme nke ga-eme
ka onye gbula hury ya mata na ¢ buru na o
nweghi the ¢ na-achy, na o nwere ihe na-
achu ya. Kwa mgbe obula ihe ¢ na-echezi
bu ihe o0 ga-eme were dulata di ya maka ¢
maara na ¢ bu ya chupuru di ya. Oge niile
0 na-atamu were na-asi na di ya furu efu, o
were di ya otu a. Q buruzia na di ya nwuru
anwu, kedu ka ¢ kaara adi ya? Na mmadu
anaghi ama uru ithe o ji n’aka baara ya
tutuu a na-pu ya ihe ahu. Na o werela ihe
nwatakiri nne ya gara ahia mana o lotaghi
n’oge na-ahy wee mata ihe nwatakiri nne
ya nwuru anwu na-ahu.

Mkpa Nnenna niile ugbua bu ihe ¢
ga-eme ka Ikechukwu ruo ya aka. Na,
kemgbe Ikechukwu puru ka ezinaulo ya
sokwu ya were puo. Na ithe ¢ na-ahu

ugbua na-akuziri ya ihe. Mana, matakwa
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na ihe a kuziere mmadu na-akacha aba uru
ma too uto ma o buru na onye a kuziere
the muta ihe a kuyziere ya, ma werekwa ihe
0 mutara tinye n’ory. Mana, onye a
kuziere ihe, o jighi ihe ahu ruo oru, ihe
niile a kuziere onye ahu ga-abu ihe lara

n’iyi.

ISI NKE IRINAISII
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Nnenna ewerela the a na-eme ya
ugbua were mata naani onye o nwere
n’uwa a by di ya. Na ya bu agu enweghi
oyi. Nnenna maara nke oma na ykutaazy
ya adighi mma. Ndi niile maara ya na di
ya maara na ya bu Nnenna by ogwu azuy.
Na o bu nwanyi omume 0joo kuru akwa
n’isi. Thu di ya di ya nnukwu mkpa ugbua.
Mana o maghi otu ¢ ga-esi chowa ya. O
choghikwa icho ya gaa na nke ndi oyi di
ya obula. Maka na ¢ maara na 9yi di ya
obula o chooro di ya were bia na nke ya
ga-achughachi ya azy. N’ihi na ndi niile
maara ya na di ya anuchaala akuko ka ya
na di ya si ebi gkachasi agwa o na-akpa
n’ezinaulo ha. QO gaghikwa atu okpa na
nke Egwuchukwu na Chinekwu. Di na
nwunye a na-eche ya eche. Naani Chukwu
ma ihe ha ga-eme ya ma ha hu vya.

Chinekwu na-ekpe ekpere mgbe niile ka o

82



were anya ya abuo were hu Nnenna.
Nnenna n’onwe ya makwuuru na eze na-
eche ihe nti kpu onu ka o tarie ya loo
maobu gbupu. O jikwa nwayoo na-eze
onwe ya n’akuku ahu. Ya bu akwu na-
ezesi onwe ya ike ka ¢ ghara iba n’ikwe.
Maka na ¢ nwaa anwa baa n’ikwe, ahu ga-
aburiri ya onya onya. Ndi enyi Ikechukwu
ndi 0zo jikwa anya were na-acho Nnenna.
O buru na ha hy ya, o nweghigodu ihe 0zo
ha mere ya, ha agwa ya ka o mee ka ha
mata mgbe obula o gburu Ikechukwu ka
ha bia buru ozu ya. N’ihi nke a, Nnenna
achoghi ka ¢ hu ha. O choghikwa ka ha hu
ya. Ya, thu ha na ha ihu ya bu mmanu na
akara ighe onwe ha n’iteagbajaraihu. IThe
ha ga-eme ya ga-eme ka lkechukwu
nomikwuo anomi n’ebe ¢ no.

N’ezie, eriri adighi okuko mma

n’olu. O bu ewu ka e ji udo akpuru. Maka
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na onye choro 1ji okuko were gaa ahia ga-
anwu ya n’aka. Onye chewe echiche oma,
aro oma abata ya n’ime. Mana, onye
chewe echiche 0joo, aro 0joo eju ya
n’ime. Ebe o bu na the Nnenna na-echezi
mgbe obula bu ihe o ga-eme ka o were hu
di ya ma marakwa ebe o no, aro di mma
were bata ya n’ime mmug. Kedu udiri aro
batara ya n’isi maka lkechukwu? O kwuru
na chi fo, ka ¢ choro lkechukwu gawa
n’ulooru ya ka ¢ mara ma ¢ ga-ahu ya ebe
ahu. A naghi egbu mbekwu edobe ya ora
maka na a maara na ndi nze na 9zg agaghi
eso were rie ya. Tutuu chi efo, Nnenna
arahughi ura. Q na-eche ka chi fo. O na-
ario Chukwu ka chi fo ngwangwa n’ihi na
ya bu egwu abanyela n’egwu Katanga.
Ozigbo chi foro, Nnenna kwado
onwe ya nke oma. N’ulooru Ikechukwu,

Ikechukwu abughi nwoke na-agho
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aghugho n’oru ya. O na-eso na ndi izizi
na-abia oru n’ulooru ha. Q na-esokwa na
ndi ikpeazu na-esi uloory ha ala ma ory
gbasaa. E ji ibia oru n’oge wee mara
Ikechukwu ma ya foduzikwa ugbua ¢ na-
arahughari n’okporouzo. Ikechukwu bu
ebe obula o huru o rahu, ututu o teta. A
naghi aju nwamkpi ebe o rahyru kama ihe
a na-asi ya bu ma ¢ putakwara ura. Tupu
Nnenna erute n’ulooru Ikechukwu ha, o
teela Ikechukwu na oru ya na-eme. Ozigbo
Nnenna batara n’ulooru Ikechukwu ha, o
juru  onye ojeozi Ikechukwu ma
nnahaukwu ¢ nokwa ya. Nwoke ahu were
gwa ya na ¢ no ya. O were juo Nnenna ma
o nwere ihe 0 choro ka e meere ya n’ihi na
0 maghi onye Nnenna bu. Nnenna si ya na
o0 bu nnahaukwu ka o choro ka o hu.
Nnenna gwara onye ojeozi ahu ka ¢ ga

gwa Ikechukwu na nwunye ya choro ihu
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ya. Onye ojeozi were juo ya ma ¢ bu
nnahaukwu na-aly ya. Nnenna kwe ya
n’isi. O wee were 0sQ were gbaba n’ime
uloory Tkechukwu. Oge ¢ batara ebe ahuy,
o nwere mmadu abuo si n’ulooru 0zo wee
choro Ikechukwu bia. O nwere ihe ha
choro ka Ikechukwu ruoro ha.

Onye ojeozi ahy mekwara ka
Ikechukwu mata na nwunye ya cho ya
were bia, na ¢ choro ka o hy ya. Ozigbo, o
zirl Ikechukwu ozi a, Ikechukwu nwuo
n’ime ahu ya ma na-ekukwa ume n’elu
ahu ya. Gini kpatara nke a? Onye o¢bula
0zo bakwara Ikechukwu n’uche bu na
nwanyl a o chorola ya bia n’ulooru ya.
Ikechukwu ji ike dimkpa wee zonahu ndi
ahu no n’ulooru ya na onye ojeozi ulgoru
ya ithe o na-agabiga n’ime onwe ya. O

jikwa obi dimkpa were chia ochi iji were
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rafuo ndi ahu no na nke ya na kwa onye
ojeozi ya. Ikechukwu ziri onye ojeozi ya
ahu ka o gwa nwunye ya ka o nwetu
nwantakiri ndidi ka o huchaa ndi no na
nke ya. O buru na ndi ahu nochaa n’ulooru
ya puo, ka ¢ bata. Onye ojeozi ahu
jekwara zie Nnenna ozi ahu di ya ziri ya.
Nnenna nabatakwara ozi ahy e ziri ya ma
werekwa ezigbo nchekwube na-eche ka ¢
hu di ya.

Ozigbo ndi ahu chotara Ikechukwu
nochara wee puo, Ikechukwu si n’oche ya
kulie ma sikwa n’azyulo ulooru ya mipuy
n’ezi, makpuo ugboala ya wee gbapu. Oso
ndu! Ahu nwoke ahu niile buzi yjo yjo.
Obi anaghizi eru ya ala ma ¢ nu aha bu
Nnenna. Q loghachighikwa azu ubochi
ahu n’ulooru ya tutuu oru gbasaa. O sizi
n’0s0 ahu o gbara were mechie oru ya nke
ubochi ahu. Mgbe mmadu abuo ahu
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chotara Ikechukwu si n’ulooru Ikechukwu
were puta, Nnenna hury ha, ma hukwa oge
ha na-apu. Mana, o nwere ndidi were na-
eche ka di ya gwa ya batawa. Ka Nnenna
chekatara ka di ya zie ozi ka o bata
n’imeulooru ya, o nweghi ozi obula o
natara, o were gwa onye ojeozi ahu ka o
gwa di ya na o ka na-echekwa ya. Ma ¢ bu
ya batawazia? Oge onye ojeozi ahu
banyere n’imeulooru Ikechukwu,
imeulooru ahu togbozi chakoo. O nweghi
onye ¢ huru. O nweghizi onye no
n’imeuloory ya. Nnahaukwu pury, o
maghi otu o siri puo.

Onye ojeozi ahu putara ozigbo were
gwa Nnenna na nnahaukwu anoghizikwa
n’imeuloory ya. Na o puola. Na o
maghikwa otu o si were puo na kwa ebe ¢
gawara. N’ithi na o nweghi onye obula 0

gwara ebe 0 na-aga. Ozigbo o zichara
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Nnenna ozi a, Nnenna kponwuo n’oche
ebe ahy o tukwu. Anyammiri ju ya anya.
Ike uwa gwu ya. Obi malite mapuwa ya
maka na ihe buzi uche ya bu na ¢ maghizi
ma onye 0z9 o burula igba chi ya nyere,
na-akuzi. Ula ekweghi ya. Inokwanu ala
n’ulooru Ikechukwu ha adighikwu ya
mma n’ahu n’thi na o nwere ike nokaria
ebe ahy, ya na ihe ¢ na-aso ekwe n’aka.
Na 1he kaara ya mma o ga-eme bu icho
uzo ula, 0 buru na o ruo na be ya ka ¢
gbakoo ma wepu. Nnenna jikwa ‘onodu
lewe m ma gi amala uche m’ were kulie,
kelee onye ojeozi ahu ma gwakwa ya ka ¢
gwa di ya na o chekatala ya were lawa. Ka
Nnenna si n’ulooru Ikechukwu ha were
na-ala, ¢ bughikwa okpa o jiri bia ka o ji
were na-ala. Mgbe ¢ na-abia abia, o ji
okpa 1di mma. Mana mgbe ¢ na-alazi ala,

o werezia okpa ihere were lawa. Ugbua,
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Nnenna amalitela huwa the si n’agwa o
na-akpa were na-aputa. Q buru na ihe 0
na-ahu ugbua di ya mma, o mata na o na-
eme nke oma. Mana, o buru na ihe ndi ¢
na-ahu ugbua adighi ya mma, o mata na o
kwesiri ka ¢ gbanwoo ma kpawa agwa
oma maka na ywa a na-aga aga, ma na-
agwukwa agwu. Onye obula nochaa
n’uwa a were nwuo, uwa nke ya agaala ma
gwukwa. Maka na uwa a abughi ebe obibi.

ISI NKE IRINAASAA

Ndi Igbo si ¢ na-abu okwu dapunari
onuy, ntutu ya ahia ahu. Maka na ¢ bughi
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ikunye enwe mmiri bu isi, kama o bu
Inaputa ya iko e j1 were kunye ya mmiri. Q
bu eziokwu na ukwa di mma oriri, mana
onye obula na-akpaghari n’ukwu ukwa
matakwa na ukwa na-etigbu mmadu.
Kemgbe ka Nnenna ngo were na-eri
ukwa, o na-ato ya uto. Mana ugbua o
matala na ukwa na-etigbu mmadu. O
ghotawala na mmiri anaghi ato n’obookpa.
O marala na mmiri na-etofe obogokpa ma
di ogbu. Mana, osisi ahuhu na-ari elu bu
osisi daruru ala. Mana osisi obula choro
mo ndu na-epu n’ajo ohia. Kemgbe
Ikechukwu lubatara Nnenna na be ya ka
Nnenna ji ya were na-ata aty. Mana,
ugbua, Ikechukwu egosila ya na ¢ bughi
osisi niile ka e ji eme atu. Na o bu a mara
uma na-adara ochi n’ala ¢ di ka ochi o na-
akwatu mmadu n’ala. Mbanu! Maka ihe ¢

ji eti mkpu were na-ebe maka ibi na udiri

91



aro 0 na-anyi onye bu ya bu maka n’ebe 0
di. Ebe 1bi1 di, di na njo. O bughi na ¢ na-
anyika maka na ibi ahaghi ka ihe isi na-
ebu. Mana ibi matakwa na ¢ wakaria anya,
e were mma waa ya, onye bu ya ezuo ike
ma nwere onwe ya.

Ugbua, lkechukwu egosila Nnenna
na nsogbu obula nwere uzo e si eso ya.
Maka na okwu obula nwere usa. Mana,
ithe e ji agbachi ihe ufodu nkiti bu ka udo
were di. Maka na ulo obula udo di, onye
ndidi ng na ya. Mana, kama onye ndidi ga-
edigbu onwe ya, o che ihu ebe o chere
azy. N’ihi na ¢ bu isi zoro e€zo na-epu isi
awo. Maka na o bu onye si n’thu agha
were rie mbombo 0so bu onye bu onye
nwere ike 1lunwu ogu echi. N’ihi na o bu
onu no ndu na-ako akuko ogu. Onye obula
nwuru n’thu ogu aburula onye ogu riri isi

ya. Onye isi ya toro n’agha bukwa onye
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elu na ala erughi aka ma burukwa onye
gba aka ma werekwa obi ariri wee hapu
uwa.

Ikechukwu ajula. O juru ma juwaa
i1si na ithe o nwere agaghi egbu ya. Na,
kama ihe o nwere ga-egbu ya, kama ¢
gbahapu ji, gbahapu ede, wee gawa
akwukwo. Maka na o bu okpa di nduy na-
aga ije. Maka na aguy gbachi nkiti, ukwu
were jie ya, mgbada akputoo ya n’ala.
Ikechukwu egosiputala Nnenna na kama
agha ezinaulg ga-eri isi nwoke, kama ka o
rie okpu nwoke. Maka na iwu nke ndu by
na isi gbula no ndu ga-ekpuriri okpu ma
kpukwee udiri okpu ¢ choro. Anyi maara
nke oma na ¢ na-abu e dozie onodu nke
oma n’ebe nwanyi gara di, ahu nwanyi
etowe nri. Mana, onodu jogbuo onwe ya
na njo n’ebe nwanyi luru di, ahu nwanyi

aju nri. N’ihi na ¢ bu okuko ihe diiri mma
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na-atucha onwe ya. Mana, okuko obula
na-achoghi ka aka kpara ya na-arahu
n’elu. Aka obula chokwaanu ka ¢ kpara
ya, 0 haa onuy ya aka ka ywa mata na ihe
ka nte abakwutela nte n’onu.

Ihe obula nwoke ga-eme na-adi ya
n’obi. E jighi ikwu otutu okwu were na-
ama nwoke tozuru etozu na nwoke.
Ikechukwu egosila Nnenna na nwoke
obula bu nwoke anaghi acho ka azu ya ruo
ala. Mana, ¢ burugodu na azu nwoke ruru
ala, nwoke bu nwoke anaghi atogboro
n’ala ebe ahu ma gbachikwa nkiti ka e
kponye ya aja n’onu. O bu ya kpatara ndi
Igbo ji asi na a naghi ama uche onye e ji
n’ala. A maghi ma ¢ bu o kulite 0 luwa
ogu maobu o kulite 0 wara 0so. Ma ilu
ogu, ma igbapu 0s9, ha niile bu ithe onye e
jidere n’ala choro ije were zQo isi onwe
ya.
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Kemgbe ka  Nnenna  todoro
Ikechukwu n’ala were na-acho ka o
togbuo ya. Ozigbo Ikechukwu si n’ala ebe
e jidere ya were walite, 0 wara 9so. Qso
ndu! N’0s0 ahu ¢ no n’elu ya, o0 naghikwa
ele anya n’azu. Maka na ¢ siri na o nwere
ike lee anya n’azy, ¢ hu Nnenna. Icheta
Nnenna n’echiche ya ugbua na-amapu ya
obi. [jikwanu anya ya were hu Nnenna na-
emebiri ya ubochi n’thi na o siri na
Nnenna bu onwu ji ututu egbu. O bughi
onwu na-echeru n’echiche maobu na
mgbede ubochi. Na ya bu Ikechukwu
achoghi 1j1 ututu were nwuo. O choghikwa
1j1 ehihie nwug. O choro ka o nwuo na
mgbede. Maka na onye nwuru n’ututu
nwuchuru anwuchu. Onye nwury n’chihie
nwuhioro anwuhio. Mana onye nwury na
mgbede lara ala. Onye ahu ruchara ihe
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niile ¢ biara iry nuwa tupu o werekwa
nwayoo laghachikwa n’ebe o siri bia.

Ndi Igbo si na ¢ naghi abuy a huchaa
nzoukwu enyi a na-aju ma enyi ¢ gafere.
Otu ihe si wee kwuru ugbua, Nnenna
amatala na o buru na ¢ gbachi Ikechukwu
nkiti, o gbaruo 0so ahu ¢ na-agba, n’isi. O
malitere wee chewe otu o ga-esi gbachiere
Ikechukwu n’uzo. Jide ya, ma kwusi ya
0s0 ahu 0 no n’ime ya. Udir1 echiche di
otu a adighi mfe. Maka na onye obula i
mere ithe o wee gbapu 0so, 0 buru na i
choo ikpolata ya ma mee ka onye ahu
kwusi 0so ahu o0 no n’ime ya ma
loghachite azu, 1 maghi were mee ihe di
n’ime ya, onye ahu 1 na-acho ka 1
gbachiere uyzo ma jide, agbamikwuo
agbami, jemie ma jetee aka. Ichota onye
ahu ma dulata ya ahia nnukwu ahu. N’ihi

nke a, ihe obula Nnenna chorg ime ugbua
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banyere lkechukwu bu nka ka ¢ ga-eji mee
ya. Maka na ¢ buru na o jighi nka were
mee mmonwu, akwa mmonwu nwere ike
dokaa. O burukwanu na akwa mmonwu
adokaghi, 1isi mmonwu nwere ike
kwokapu. Ma gi marakwa na onye obula
dokara akwa mmonwu maobu kwokapu
1si mmonwu eluola mmonwy. Onye
lukwaranu mmonwuy n’ala Igbo maara ihe
na-eso ya n’azu. Maka imezi the e mebiri
emebi n’ilu mmonwu bu mmadu ije Oru

ma jee Igbo n’otu oge.

ISI NKE IRINAASATO
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O na-abu e gwujie ji odu, e tukwuru
ala wee gwuputa odu ya. Q burukwanu na
onye gwujiri j1 odu hapu igwuputa odu ya,
odu ji ahu nwekwara ike noro n’ala ebe
ahu a hapuru ya were puo ome. O buru na
0 puo ume, onye 0z nwere ike hu ya ma
gwuru ya. Maka na ¢ bu omeji na-akowa
na ji di n’ala. O bu echiche di otu a na-
echu Nnenna yra. Ura abughizi maka ya.
Maka na agwo na ihe o loro atogborola.
Mana ¢ maghi ka o ga-esi wee kwoo onye
ukwu wara. Mana, otu anya adila, a ga-ele
ya ele. N’ihi na naani ihe a naghi ama ihe
a ga-eme na ya bu onwu.

Kemgbe ahu Ikechukwu si n’ulo be
ya wee puo, abali na-adizi Nnenna ka
chihie. Ehihie na-adizi ya ka ututy. Ututu
na-adizi ya ka mgbede. Ugbua, ka Nnena
jl wee mata n’ezie na onye obula a
tukworo ozu ehi abughi ithe oma ka e
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meere ya. Maka na nwamba kwuru na
mmetuta ahu bu uto ndu. N’ulo ha ahu
niile, o nweghizi ebe na-ekwe ya onuno.
N’onuulo obula o tinyere isi, o si ebe ahu
putakwa. Maka na ¢ bu onye obi ruru ala
na-anodonwu otu ebe. Onye echiche ji aka
anaghi ama mgbe ¢ kwu oto magbu mgbe
o tukwuuru ala. N’ulooru ya kwanu? Ebe
ahu ka mpiti na-ekwe. Q naghizi abia oru
n’oge. O naghikwa anoru mgbe oru ji
agbasa. Mgbe niile n’ulooru ha, ¢ na-abata
abata, 0 na-apu apu. Nnenna amaghizikwa
the bu ochi. I chisagodu ya ochi, ¢ na-ekiri
gi. I na-akpasa ya nkata, o0 na-ekwe gi
naani n’isi. Ebe obula ndi ulooru ha
nokoro na-akpa nkata, 0 naghi ang ebe
ahu. O naghikwa aga nso n’akuku ebe
ahu. N’ihi na echiche ya bu na o bu ya ka
ha na-akpa maka ya. Maka na echiche ya

mgbe niile bu na ndi ulooru ha
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amarachaala maka onodu ya na di ya. Nke
a nwekwara ike buru eziokwu maka na o
nweghi the obula zoro ezo n’okpuru
anyanwu. N’thi na o nweghi ebe e gburu
aja ngwuru, azu owere na-adighi. Ufodu
ndi ulooru Nnenna ha maara na Nnenna
na-enye ezinaulo ya nsogbu nke ukwu.

Onody Nnenna no ugbua jikwa
nwayoQ were na-epioba ha nti. Maka na
onye na-aga, azy ya esoro ya na-aga. N’ihi
na ¢ bu azu onye obula na-akowa ihu ya.
Ozo kwa di ka ibe ya bu na ihe nzuzo
adighi n’ywa a. N’ihi na ¢ bury na ama ehi
agbaghi n’izu, 0 gbaa n’onwa. Maka na
mee elu, mee ala, the gbula nte gburu ga-
aputariri ihe ma anwu kee.

N’ezie, onodu Nnenna abaala
n’onodu ihere. There onwe ya jisizi ya ike.
Naani ihe na-ata ya mmiri n’ahu bu ihe ¢

ga-eme onwe ya. Maka na onye obula ihe
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mere, 0 were too so n’akwa, onye ahu jizi
aka ya were jide onwe ya n’ala. Mana
onye ihe mere kwesiri ka ¢ chowa uzo ¢
ga-esi merie nsogbu biakwutere ya. O bu
eziokwu na ije Nnenna gara n’ulooru di ya
amitaghi mkpuru obula. Mana, o lotaghi
na be ya tukoo aka na okpa. QO malitere
chewekwa uzo o ga-esi were nweta ya bu
odu ma jide ya. Nnenna chetara na
onyaigwe kacha mma e ji were na-ejide
odu bu igbudu. O malitere were obi ya
muwa ka e si ekwe igbudu. Maka na ¢
buru na 1 mutaghi ka e si ekwe igbudu wee
kweere odu igbudu odu agbanahuy gi.
Mana 1 mara ka e si ekwe igbudu wee
kweere odu igbudu, igbudu ahu 1 kweere
odu ga-adagburiri odu.

N’ezie, ndi Igbo si na ¢ na-abu ebule
laa azy, ¢ bia ogu. Maka na nwoke ejighi

otu iko mmanya were na-ama ma mmanya
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o dikwa uto. A na-enyezu nwoke iko
mmanya abuo. O bughi ije niile na-ebi
n’otu ugboro. Ije di aghaa, e jezuo ya
ugboro naabg. Nnenna kpebikwara na ¢
ga-achorokwa di ya gaa n’ulooru ya 9zo.
Mana, o choghi ka onye obula mara ka ¢
ga-esi gaa ije nke ugboro abug a. Naani
n’obi ya ka atumatu ya niile di. N’ezie, nti
anaghi ezu ike, naani ma ithe ¢ kpu n’onu
0o gwuru. Onye obula na-acho the di ya
mkpa anaghi ama anya na-ele ya maobu
onu na-achi ya ochi. N’ihi na onye afg na-
asa achoghikwa 1ji nti ya abuo were ny na
abali di njo. Maka na ¢ bu onye huru ihe o
na-eri na-aho nri. Onye aguu na-anyu anya
na-eri ihe obula anya ya huru. Maka na ¢
bu onye zotara ongdu na-acho ute o ga-atu
na ya. Onye obula ji aka ya were mefuo
ma tufuo ihe o jiri di ebube, uta egbuo ya.
N’ezie, onye ji aka ya were mebie ihe o
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jiri di ebube, uwa achiri ya taa ma loo ya.
Uwa ga-achigbu onye ahu n’ochi ma tetgo
ya. O bu ugbua ka Nnenna nwebere
nghota di otu a. Na mbuy, ¢ bughi maka ya.
Mana ugbua mmiri ezuola ya ahu. N’ezie,
nwanyi obula luru di kwesiri ima na o bu
kpukpando ka eluigwe ji were di ebube.
Maka na mgbe onye ji anya ya abug ahu
uzo ji amata na isi kacha oria niile njo bu

mgbe ithe mere onye isi n’anya mere ya.

ISI NKE IRINAITOOLU
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“Taa ka ¢ ga-ebi. O ga-adi mma, taa.
O gaghi adi mma, taa. Ikechukwu agaghi
agbanahy m taa. Taa ka mmonwu na
mmonwu ga-ezu onwe ha, ma hukorita
anya. Ama m na Chukwu ga-aza m ekpere
m. Kemgbe ka m na-ario Ya ka O tutara m
aro the m ga-eme. Otu nnukwu aro abiala
m n’uche. QO bukwa aro ahu ka m ji aga
nje m a. Q bukwa aro Chukwu gosirt m
n’ihi na obi m gwara m na ije m ga-enwe
1si taa”. Nke a bu ihe juputara Nnena n’obi
mgbe ¢ na-akwado maka ebe ¢ choro iga.
O gwakwara umu ya ato ka ha
kwadokwuo na ha ga-eso ya were puo.
Umuaka ato ahu juru nne ha ebe ha na-¢je,
nne ha were gwa ha na ¢ choro ka o ga
gosi ha ebe nna ha ng. Umuyaka ato ahuy
maliri elu mgbe o gwara ha ithe ahy n’ihi

na mkpa ha niile bu thu nna ha.
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Tupu nne ha na-akwadocha, ha
akwadochaala were na-echezi nne ha. Ha
gwara nne ha ka o mee ngwa ngwa n’ihi
na ebe obi ha dizi by n’ebe ahu ¢ gwara ha
na ha na-aga. N’ebe nna ha no. Ozigbo
Nnenna kwadochara, o wee kporo umu ya
gawa n’ulooru Ikechukwu. Nnenna maara
the 0 na-eme. QO maara nkata ¢ na-akpa.
Maka na ¢ maara na ¢ were ihe onye na-
asara were kwuo ya ugwo, o buru na ihe
ahu ruo maobu na o rughi, onye ahu e ji
were kwuo ugwo anara. Na egbe anataghi
oku bu maka na e tinyebeghi ya nsiegbe.
Mana, nsiegbe bakwuru egbe, a nor¢o na
mba na-anu olu mkpu ya.

Nnenna achoghizikwa ka ithe mere
ya na mbu n’ulgoru Ikechukwu mee ya
0z0. O choghikwa ka o were nti ya nu na
Ikechukwu a gwara ya na ¢ no n’oche ya

n’ulooru ya bu nke e mechara were gwa
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ya na ¢ noghizi ya. Q choghikwa izi onye
obula ozi ka o ziruoro ya Ikechukwu. O
choro ka ihe niile mewe ya n’ihu. Maka na
agugo onye ibi by ka o yipu akwa ma
gbara oto. Ozigbo Nnenna na uymu ya
rutere n’ulooru di ya, 0 kporo ha kwofere
onye obula no ya n’thu n’ulooru ahu,
kwaghee uzo onuulo ulooru di ya, kporo
umu ya were kwobaga n’ike. Ozigbo
Nnenna na umu ya kwobatara n’ime
ulooru ahuy, lekwa Ikechukwu n’oche ya.
O bughi naani ya no oge ahu. O nwere
onye ha abuo ng¢. Onye ya na lkechukwu
no bukwa otu onye n’ime ndiory ha. Enyi
ya nwoke ka onye ahu bu. O bukwa ya bu
onye nke ahu gwara lkechukwu ka ¢ gbaa
mbo chotara nwunye ya odibo ka nwunye
ya ghara 1dogbu ya. O teela kemgbe o jiri
choro Ikechukwu were bia n’ulooru ya.
Naani nkata ka ha na-akpa. Nkata
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ezinaulo. Ikechukwu na-akogsara ya ihe o
na-agabiga n’aka nwunye ya na kwa otu o
sir1 gbapu na be ya. O bu nkata a ka ha na-
akpa mgbe onye a na-ekwu maka ya ji
were kwobata n’etiti ha na mberede.
Ozigbo Nnenna tibatara n’ulgoru
Ikechukwu, o kelere Chukwu n’ime obi
ya. O jikwa o0so were gaa ebe ahu
Ikechukwu no wee gbuo ikpere naabg
n’ala. Anyammiri ju ya anya. Ya na akwa
na-eme. O malitere riowa di ya ka o
gbaghara ya n’ithi na ¢ mejoola ya nke
ukwu. Na ihe niile ¢ na-eme ya abughi ihe
ndi o ji anya ya eme. Na o bu ekwensu na-
arafu ya. Mana ugbua na ¢ jula ekwensu
na ajo oru ya niile. Ikechukwu choo ka o
si n’oche ya kulie gbapu 0s9, Nnenna
dodosie ya aka ike n’akwa ma na-ario ya
ka o kwusi igba 9so ma laghachite na be

ya.
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Mgbe Nnenna kpooro umu ha were
bakwute lkechukwu n’ulooru ya, umuaka
ato ahy ji nnukwu onu wee gbakwuru nna
ha. Nna ha, ha na-achg otu ha ga-esi were
hu kemgbe. Mana onu ha mechara were
ghooro ha anyammiri mgbe ha huru ihe
nna ha na nne ha na-eje. Umuaka ato ahuy
malitere wee soro nne ha riowa nna ha ka
0 gbaghara nne ha. Ha mechaa were
anyammiri juo nna ha kedu ihe ¢ choro ka
ha mee ma o buru na o gbahapu ha ma
tuhapu ha. Maka na ¢ bu ya bu naani onu
ha nwere n’'uwa a. Ha ato gakwara ga
makudosia nna ha ike n’ukwu ma were
anyammiri na-ariQ ya ka o kworo maka ha
gbaghara nne ha. Anyammiri si ha n’anya
dere akwa niile Ikechukwu yi n’ahuy.
Nnenna nokwa n’ala ebe ahu o sekpu, wee
werekwa anyammiri na akwa obi mwute

were na-ario Ikechukwu ka o kworo maka
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umu ha mutara wee meere ya ebere ma
nabata aririo o na-ariQ ya.

N’ezie, Ikechukwu ahula ihe kariri
0s0 ahu ¢ na-agba. Enyi ya nwoke ha abuyo
no ahukwala ihe riri ya onu. O nweghi ihe
na-agbaji nwoke aka na gkpa ka biko biko.
Matakwa na biko biko kariri dike mana
the dike kariri bu ‘I ga-eme gini’ I rio dike
aririo biko, 0 wusa egbe na mma. Mana, 1
juo dike ¢ ga-eme gini, 0 gwa gi na
odogwu bu odogwu anaghi atu egwu ntasi
mmee. Maka ihe e ji ama dike bu ihe ike.
Mana i1he e ji ejitu dike bu okwu di nro
nke aririo mgbaghara juputara n’ime ya.
Ike agwula Ikechukwu. The o huru
n’ulooru ya akariala ya. Q buliri ithu ya
elu, butuo ya ala. O fifie isi ya, fifickwa ya
0z0. O kpohulata ihu ya ala, anyammiri si
ya n’anya were na-aghu ma nwunye ya ma

umu ya, ahu. Mgbe umu ha huru na nna ha
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na-ebezi akwa, ha ato were soro nne ha
sekpurukwa ala were rigsiwe nna ha ike ka
0 gbaghara mmejo niile nne ha mejoro ya.
Eny1 Ikechukwu mechara wee soro riowa
Ikechukwu ka o wetuo obi ya ma
gbaghara nwunye ya. Maka na onye obula
gburu mma ka o si wee welie aka ga-
egbukuru okpukpu. Mma obula gbutere
okpukpu emebiela ihe maka na oria
okpukpu na-ahia ahu ngwota.

Ikechukwu mechaa wee hichaa anya
ya ma gwakwa ndi be ya na ¢ nula ihe ha
kwuru na ¢ na-algta ma oru gbasaa. Na
ozigbo ory gbasara, na ¢ ga-alotazi n’ulo
ya. Ma nwunye ya bu Nnenna, ma umu ya
juru ma juwaa isi na ha agaghi ala, naani
ma o kwetara na o bu ha na ya ga-eso
were laa. Na ha ga-echere ya ka ory
gbasaa. Enyi lkechukwu riokwara
Ikechukwu ka ¢ kporo ndi be ya lawa na
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be ya. QO gwakwara ya ka ¢ hapu iche ka
oru mechie tupu o kporo ha lawa n’ulo ya.
Maka na onye tikaria aka n’obi, o gosi

ndimmuo ebe ndu ya di.

ISI NKE IRIABUOQ
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N’ezie, ithe ahu enyi Ikechukwu
rioro Ikechukwu ka o mee siere ya ike
ime, mana o mere ya. N’thi na ngwere
nokaria n’ubi ¢ ghoro aghu. Igbaghara
Nnenna hiara Ikechukwu ezigbo ahu.
Mana ihe kacha wee siere ya ike bu
ilaghachikwa na be ya. Mkpuruubochi
olenaole ahu o si be ya were puo mere ya
ka o choputa na irahu n’uzo kaara doo ya
ahu karia irahu na be ya. Maka na onye
obula ya na Nnenna no anaghi enwe
ezumike. Onye ahu agaghikwa ama na yra
bu nwanne ndu. N’ihi na Nnenna agaghi
ekwe ka onye ahu nyere ndu ya aka.

Mana, ugbua Ikechukwu ga-ekweriri
the ahu o juru aju. Maka na ya bu awo no
n’ime mmiri ahula na mmiri ejula ya onuy
nke meziri ka ike ibe woowoo nyi ya ma
nyiwaa ya isi. N’ezie, nwoke obula e ji

nwunye ya kweere onya nwere ike igbala.
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Mana, e were umu ya kweere ya onya,
onya ahu ga-amatariri ya. Maka na Igbo
na-ekwu okwu were na-asi na ihe e ji alu
nwanyl bu maka nwa. Ikechukwu
nwegodu obi ju nwunye ya, ¢ gaghikwa
enwe obl were ju ymu ya na anyammiri ha
bucha n’anya ha abug were makdochaa ya.
Ozo kwa di ka ibe ya bu na enyi
Ikechukwu bukwanu onye nke o na-
akotara mkpa ya niile, mekwara ka
Ikechukwu ghota na ihe e ji edozi okwu
mebiri emebi bu ma onye mebiri ithe were
obi ya rig mgbaghara ma kweta na o ga-
emezi ihe o mebiri. Q burukwanu na onye
a riorg mgbaghara ju inabata mgbaghara a
rioro ya, uwa avuo onye ahu onu ma
hutakwa ya di ka onye obi 0joo na-
enweghi obi mgbaghara. O bu ya kpatara
ndi Igbo ji atu ilu were na-asi na kama

nkita mmadu ga-atagbu nkita m, kama ka
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nke m tagbuo nke mmadu ka m kwuo
ugwo ya. Mana, matakwa na onye obula
dubatara onye iro n’ezinaulg ha bu onwe
ya ka o meborg maka na onye obula nyuru
ahuru bu onwe ya ka o nyusara ya.
Ikechukwu kwooro maka umu ya
were kweta ithe o juru. O norughizi oru ya
n’isi n’ubochi ahu maka na ihe ka nte
abiakwutela ya n’onu. O mechiri oru
n’oge n’ubochi ahy. Ozigbo, o si n’ulgory
ya putawa n’ezi, ndi be ya sochie ya azu.
QO gwara umu ya ka ha banyere ya
n’ugboala ya ma gwakwa Nnenna ka ¢
lotawazia. Umu ya ato ahu ji nnukwu obi
uto wee makpunyechaa n’ime ugboala nna
ha. The kacha ato ha uto abughi na ha
banyere n’ugboala nna ha kama ¢ bu
mmekorita ha na nna ha na-enwe nkenne
ha choro ka o kponye aja n’ime vya.

Nnenna n’onwe ya nwekwara obi uto
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n’ime onwe ya n’ihi na ya bu ije ¢ gara
aghoghi ya ahia. Maka na oke ahu ¢ na-
achy, o werela mma chabiri ya oduy, o
foduzia ikpara ya aka. Obi sikwara
Nnenna ike mgbe ¢ na-alpghachi na be ha
n’Asata maka na ¢ maara na onye obula
ruru Ntigha eburula n’obi na ¢ ga-eru Aba.
N’ihi na onye no n’Akabo jizi anya ekiri
Owere. Maka na oge e teghi anya, lee
onye ahy, lee Owere.

Mgbe lkechukwu bu umu ya were
na-alota na be ya, o zutachaara ha iheahia
n’uzo. The ndi o zutaara ha bu udiri ihe ndi
0 maara na-ato umuy ya uto. lhe ndi ahu
na-adi ha mma. Ndu ohuru malitere
batawakwa n’ime umuaka ahu. Anuri
loghachitekwara n’ime ndu ha. Umuyaka
nokwa n’ime ugboala nna ha ahyu were na-
ario nna ha ka ¢ kwusi thapu ha were puo.

Nna ha kwekwara ha nkwa na ¢ gaghizi
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apu otu ahu o sibu were puo ma notee aka.
Tupu lkechukwu na umu ha na-alarute,
Nnena anorola anoro n’ulo were na-eche
ha. Ozigbo lkechukwu batara na be ya,
Nnenna makudo ya, sekpurukwa n’ala
n’thu ya na umu ha, ma malitekwa
riowakwa Ikechukwu aririo ka o gbaghara
ya ma chefuo ihe 0joo niile o mere ya. Na
nkwa o na-ekwe ya bu na ¢ ga-agbanwo
ma kpawakwa agwa di mma. N’ezie,
Nnenna maara ihe ¢ na-eme n’ihi na ndi
Igbo si na ¢ bu mgbu naabo ka a na-egbu
anu tupu o baa n’ite. Ugbua, ka Nnenna
ghotara na uru obula adighi n’ukwuy
ukpana. Maka na onye ihe 0joo anaghi
ejeru ije n’isi. Ije obula onye ihe 0joo
jeruru n’isi na-agho ya ahia. Nke ahu ga-
eme ya ka ¢ gaa ije ahu ugboro abuo Umu
ha sokwa were na-ario nna ha n’thi na o

na-abu ejula kpuru na-aga, o kpuru okiriko
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ya. Maka na ulo anaghi ada were hapu
eluuko. N’ihi na ihe obula elu na-eme, ala
ga-amariri maka ya. Maka na elu na ala by
nwanne.

Ikechukwu gwara nwunye ya na
umu ya na ¢ nula aririo ha ma nabatakwa
ha. O mechaa were si nwunye vya
n’agbanyeghi aririo niile ahu o rioro ya, na
the 0 na-agwa ya bu na ohia gbula na-aso
nkata, ya epukwala ero. Maka na o puo
ero, ¢ were nkata banye n’ime ya. Na 0
burukwa na 0so malitekwa chuwa 0zo, 0
gbawakwa n’ihi na ¢ by naani osisi ka ¢
na-abu a gwa ya na a ga-egbu ya, o kwury
ebe 0 kwu. Mana, mmadu nu na a ga-egbu
ya, 0 gbawa 0s0 ndu. Ndu adighi abuo.
Onye a nabara ndu nke ya kwesiri ka o loo
ya n’afg. Na ¢ buru na be ya malitekwa
chawa ya ahu oku, 0 malite chowakwa ebe

ga-aju ya ahu oyi. Mana, ¢ buru na be ya
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Jjuo ya ahu oyi, o were ute dina ala na be
ya. Maka na mee elu, mee ala, be mmadu
bu be mmadu. Na, o bu aguu kpatara e ji
asi na ede na-ato ka ji. N’ihi na e jighi
anya gma were na-awu ogige.

ISI NKE IRIABUOQ NA OTU
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Ndi Igbo kwuru okwu were na-asi
na o0 bu n’ututu a kpuru ite ka a na-ebepu
ya ony, mana 1 hapu ite o0 kpo nku, ibepu
ya ony abury ogu na mgba. A nwaa anwa
bepu ya onu n’oge ahu, ¢ waa. Ikechukwu
maara na 0 bu n’oku n’oku ka e ji eri ihe
onye agwu maka na anya doo ya, 0
nawakwa gi the ya. Ikechukwu matakwara
na the ahu o mere Nnenna metutara ya
nnukwu ma yie egwu. O mere ka yjo bata
Nnenna ahu. Q makwa na otu ihe si wee
kwuru ugbua, na ihe obula o gwra
Nnenna, na Nnenna ga-ege ya nti ma were
ya mee the. Maka na onye gbula anu gbara

Ikechukwu jikwa ohere ahu were
gwawa nwunye okwu Chukwu di iche
iche. O nweghi udiri ndumodu o nyeghi
nwunye ya. Mana, ihe kacha were tog

Ikechukwu uto n’okwu niile ahu o gwara
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nwunye ya na mkpebi niile ha mere iji
were hu na udo weere onodu n’ulo ha bu
okwu ha abuo kwuru ma kwekorita maka
ikpota odibo. Ndi Igbo si na ¢ bu
n’okpokoro ala ka a na-akuwa akuoyibo.
Maka na okwu a na-aso anya anaghi ebi
ngwa ngwa. lkechukwu dobiri nwunye ya
bu Nnenna aka na nti na o choghizi ka a
kpota odibo 0zo n’ulo ha. Maka na o
bughi nke e bioro ebio atughi mmanuy, a
chowakwa ka e bio 0zo. O gwara Nnenna
na the obula ¢ choro ime maobu ruo n’ulo
ha, ya na ymu ya mebe ya ma ryba ya.
N’ihi na ¢ hula na o nweghi mgbe onodu
ga-adabara nnanwuruede na okuko.
Nnenna nabatara 1he niile ahu
Ikechukwu gwara ya. O kwekwara
Ikechukwu nkwa na ¢ ga-emezucha ihe
niile ahu o choro ka o mee. Na ihe obula ¢

gwara ya mee iji were hu na udo batara
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n’ulo ha, na ¢ ga-eme ya. Na ebe o bu
n’aka ya, ya bu Nnenna ka nsogbu si
adaputa na be ha, na o gaghizi ekwe ka
nsogbu obula sikwa n’akuku ya were
daputa 0zo. Maka na o buola mmiri, buo
mmanya were mara ha abuo nke ka were
na-anyi aro.

N’ezie, o kwesiri ka anyi mata na
the na-eme ka usoro iwu na-ato uto bu o
buru na 0 di mma n’aka nri ma dikwa
mma n’aka ekpe. E kwuchaa, a kachie na-
adi mma mana o na-ahia ahu. Mana e
kwuchaa a naa nti na-enye ohere maka
nnwale. Ikechukwu mechaa were si
Nnenna na ¢ burukwanu na o ga-achoriri
odibo, n’ulo ha, ¢ gaa kpota nwanne ya.
Na ¢ choghizi ka a kpota nwa onye 0z0 na
be ya ka ¢ bury odibo. O buru na o choo
ka o nwee onye enyemaka, ya chowa
obara ya. Na o choghikwa ka e dubata
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nwa mmadu n’ulo ha n’udiri odibo. N’oge
nke ahu agaala. Na ya onwe ya bu
Ikechukwu agaghikwa akpota nwanne nke
ya. Maka na ihe obuyla tagburu nwa agu
agaghi ahu nwa mmadu hapu ya ndu. Na
nwatakiri obula Nnenna ga-akpota ga-
aburiri nwanne ya. Q buruzia na ¢ choo
ichigbu ya, ¢ chigbuo ya. O burykwa na ¢
choo imezi ya, o mezie ya, the obula o na-
eme ya, 0 mara na ¢ bu nwanne ya ka o
na-eme ya.

Nnenna kelekwara di ya n’omaricha
ohere ahu o nyere ya ka ha kpaa nkata. O
gwakwara di ya na ¢ bu otu ahy o siri
were kwuputa ihe ndi ahu ka ¢ ga-esi were
mee ha. Na o nwee nke o metaghi, ka o
kuziere ya ma gbaziere ya n’ihi na ihe ndi
ahu mere unyahuy akuzielara ya ihe. Maka
na osisi anaghi aru mmadu ugboro naabo

n’anya. Q bu n’thi nkwenye di otu a
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kpatara Nnenna ji were mechaa, ka ala
dara jii, were ga kpota Emeka ka ha na ya
biri. Onye bu Emeke? Emeka bu nwanne
ya. O bughi nwanne ya n’afo. O bu nwa
nwanne ya nwanyi. Ma otu nne o ji, ma
otu nna o ji, nwanne bu nwanne. Qbara
bukwa obara. Onye obula maara ihe na-
ezere gbara. Maka na onye mee obara ka
mmiri, obara ememilaa onye ahu.

Tupu, Nnenna akpota Emeka, di ya
bu Ikechukwudobiri ya aka na nti ka
onodu Emeka na be ha ghara idi ka onodu
nwatakiri nke mbu na nwatakiri nke abuo
ha na ha norgla. Ozigbo Nnenna kpotara
Emeka, Ikechukwu gwakpunyere nwunye
ya okwu na nti ka ije Emeka hapukwa 1di
ka ije umuaka ndi ha na ha nogrola. Ka
Emeka gharakwa thu the ymuaka ndi ahuy
huru n’aka ya. Na ¢ burukwa na ¢ ghaghi

ama na ¢ bu otu ahu Chukwu siri kee ya
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ka o siri kee Emeka, ka o were na gboo
kpolaa ya. Maka na o bughi ikpota
nwatakiri ka ¢ bia jewere ha ozi bu isi,
kama na o bu ileru nwatakiri ahu anya ma
leta ya anya nke oma.

N’izu  ahy Nnenna ga-akpota
Emeka, Ikechukwu si Nnenna, “Nnenna
gee m nti. Matakwa na Emeka bu nwanne
gi. Obara gi. The obula nwanne mere
nwanne ya dikwa n’akwukwo. Ma nke
oma, ma nke 0j00. A naghikwa echefu ije
nwanne na nwanne echefu. Uwa too uwa,
a ga na-echeta ya. Agu kwesikwara ka o
mikpuo mbo ya. Maka na ¢ bughi anuy
obula biara dinta n’ihu ka ¢ na-agba egbe.
Maka na dinta maara ithe anaghi agbagbu
anu di ime. Qkuko anaghikwa akpa ike
n’akwa ya. O bu site n’ebe Emeka no ka
m ga-eji mata ma o bu otu ahu akiilu si

ada n’onu ka o si ato.”
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Nnenna nabatakwara ndumodu di ya
nyere ya banyere Emeka. O mekwara ka
di ya ghota na Nnenna ¢ na-ahuzi ugbua
abughizi Nnenna nke mgbe ahy. Na ndu
ya agbanwoola. Maka na onye o¢bula ihe
mere, onye ahu were hapu isi n’the ahu
mere ya were hapu ima ihe, a mara na
onye ahu nozi olulu onwuy, nso. N’ihi
mmadu obula kwesiri i1si n’the obula mere
ya na ndy were mara the. Kemgbe ahu
Nnenna kpotara Emeka, o na-agba mbo
otu o nwere ike iji were gosi di ya na ymu
ya na ya bu Nnenna anoghariala onodu.
Na ¢ bughizi mgbe ahu. Mana, ndi Igbo si
na ¢ jighi ututu ama njoahia. Maka na e
jighi agboghobia ama ezigbo nwanyi. Oge
¢ ji amata ma nwanyi ¢ bu ezigbo mmadu
ma ¢ bu ajo mmady bu ma ¢ luo di. Otu
ahu kwa ka ¢ di na nwoke. Maka na mgbe

e ji amata nwoke zuru oke na nwoke bu
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ma 0 luo nwanyi. Mgbe ahy, a mata ma ¢
bu nwoke a na-akwaghari akwaghari ka ¢
bu nwoke na-akwaghari onodu ma mmiri
zuo ya ahuy.

ISI NKE IRIABUQ NA ABUO
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Emeka bu nwatakiri siri ike.
Enugwu o biara na-ato ya uto. Kemgbe a
mury ya, mkpa ya niile bu iga n’obodo
mepere emepe. Ebe obi ya niile di bu
n’Enugwu. Maka na ¢ na-ahu umuaka ibe
ya ha na ndi be ha bi n’Enugwu. Ha si
Enugwu were lgta n’obodo, omume ha a
na-atopucha Emeka 1isi. Emeka by
nwatakiri. Nwatakiri obula na-acho ka o di
ka ibe ya. Mgbe niile Emeka a na-arg nrg
Enugwu. Ibi n’Enugwu bu naani ihe o
choro ka o were. Ma mewekwa ka umuaka
ndi ahu. N’ihi na ¢ siri na umuaka ndi ahu
na-eme omume nke oma ma burukwa
umuaka na-adi ocha. Nke kacha nke bu na
Emeka siri na umuaka bi n’Enugwu na-
agusi akwukwo ha ike.

O bu echiche ndi a niile kpatara
Emeka ji were koro akpa wee sowe

nwanne nne ya bu Nnenna mgbe o biara
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kporo ya. Maka na e were ihe onye ji asa
usa were kwuo ya ugwo, o ruo, o rughi,
onye ahu a saa aka nara ithe ahy. N’ithina e
mee nwanyi enyi n’ebe ¢ di ya ka si luwa
ya, 0 naghi ekwu okwu. Qzo kwa bu na
Emeka si n’ezinaulo dara oke ubiam.
Obodo ha di ezigbo nso n’Enugwu. O
teghi aka chaachaa n’Enugwu. Na be ha,
nri ony bu ogu na mgba. Igu akwukwo
kwanu? Nke ahu bu okwu unyahu. N’ihi
na Emeka bu nwatakiri choro ibara onwe
ya uru. Oge obula onodu 0 no na be ha a
na-ewute ya. Kwa mgbe ka ¢ na-achg ma
na-eche otu ¢ ga-esi wee nyere onwe ya
aka. Ozigbo, Nnenna biara ka o kporo ya,
o tuliri mma ya elu ma ghorokwa vya.
Maka na nkwenye ya bu na Chukwu azala
ya ekpere ya.

Nnenna n’onwe ya maara nke oma

na nwanne ya nwanyi bu nne Emeka na-
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atabiga ahuhu oke na be di ya. Na izu umu
isii ya na di ya mutara na-agbaji ha aka
nke ukwu. Ma nwanne ya nwanyi, ma di
ya, ha abuo togbo ka gboala. O nweghi ihe
obula ha nwere e ji ang ndu. Ha na umu ha
irijugodu nke bu afo bu akuko unyahu.
Nna Emeka bu ote nkwu. Ego ¢ na-enweta
na mmanya Q na-ete anaghi ezuru ya iji
wee gboo mkpa ya na ezinaulg ya. O
bughi naani ite mmanya ka o ji wee hiri
1si. O na-arukwa oru ugbo. Nne Emeka
agughi akwukwo. O bukwa oruugbo ka o
so di ya were na-ary n’ime obodo ha.
Mmiri niile zoro n’ubochi na-ala ha n’ahu.
Anwu niile chara n’ubochi bu n’ahu ha ka
0 na-ezu ike. Mgbe obula 1 huru onye
mmiri na-amagbu, anwu na-achagbu ya, 1
ga-ama. Maka na ahy ya na-adi iche n’ahu
onye na-anQ n’imeulo were na-ezere

mmiri na anwu. Mgbe obula i huru nna
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Emeka na nne ya 1 ga-amata na ahuhu
zuru ha ahu. N’ihi na e jighi oku were na-
aga n’chihie. Na ihe gbula anya hury, ama
ya anaghi agba.

Emeka ji obi ya niile were bia na
nke Nnenna. Emeka maara na Nnenna bu
nwanne nne ya. O wee were obi ya nabata
ezinaulp Nnenna ma werekwa onwe ya
nye Nnenna. Qzo kwa bu na ¢ siri na ebe
0 bu na ¢ biala Enugwu ahu di ya n’obi
kemgbe, na ¢ ga-agbakwa mbo otu o
nwere ike 1j1 were hu ma ¢ ga-adikwa ka
umuaka Enugwu. Ugbua na o sorola
n’umyaka no n’Enugwu. Mana o buzi ya
ka o diir1 idi ka umuaka Enugwu na-adi.
Na o kwesiri ka ¢ gusiwe akwukwo ya ike
ma burukwa nwatakiri a zuru azu nke
oma.

Kemgbe Nnenna kpogotara Emeka

n’Enugwu, Ikechukwu bu di Nnenna huru

130



Emeka n’anya nke uwku. O weere Emeka
ka otu onye n’ime umuaka ndi ahu o
mutara. N’thi na Emeka bu nwatakiri
maara the ma na-erube isi. Ije ozi na-adi
Emeka ka a na-aracha utu. O nweghi ozi
na-ahia ya ahu n’ije. Nke obula ¢ na-eje, o
were obi ocha na-eje ya. Umu Ikechukwu
niile hukwara Emeka n’anya n’ithi na ha
na-ahuta Emeka ka otu onye n’ime ha. Ha
anaghi akpa oke n’etiti ha na Emeka. Ebe
ha no ka Emeka na-ano. Onye obula na-
amarughi ha ala na-eche na ¢ bu otu nne
na nna jikoro ha niile onuy.

N’ihi ezigbo agwa Emeka na-akpa,
the obula Ikechukwu meere umu ya, o
mekwuoro ya Emeka. Ikechukwu huru
Emeka n’anya nnukwu. Ebe obula o kpo
umu ya were na-eje, 0 kporokwuo Emeka.
Ndumodu obula ¢ na-enye umu ya bukwa

ma Emeka. N’ezie, nwatakiri obula maara
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onye hury ya n’anya na kwa onye kporo
ya asi. Q bu ya kpatara ndi Igbo ji ekwu
were na-asl na ihe obula e mere nwatakiri
di ya n’obi. Emeka hukwuaziri Ikechukwu
n’anya nke ukwu. N’ihi udiri n’anya o
huru nna ezinaulo ha, o nweghi udiri ozi
obula ITkechukwu ziri ya o na-egbu oge
n’ije ya. Ozi niille Emeka na-eje na be
Ikechukwu anaghikwa anapu ya igu
akwukwo. Mgbe obula, Emeka na
akwukwo ya na-eme. Ebe obula ¢ no, o
kpara akwukwo ya n’aka. N’ezie, igu
akwukwo di Emeka mkpa. O choro 1di ka
ndi guru akwukwo. Emeka chokwara ka a
huta ya ka onye guru akwukwo. Kwa
ubochi obula, o ruchaa oru o kwesiri iru
n’ulo na kwa ozi ndi e ziri ya, 0 kpokoo
umu Ikechukwu, ha niile anodu were na-
aju onwe ha ajyju banyere ihe a na-akuziri

ha n’uloakwukwo. Onye juo ibe ya, ibe ya
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ajuo ya. Nke onye na-azataghi, onye 0zo
azaa ya. lhere na-akacha ejide onye gbula
n’ime ha kacha were daa ajyju ndi ahu ha
na-aju onwe ha. Nke a na-eme ka onye
obula n’ime ha gusiwekwa akwukwo ya
ike 1ji were hu na ibe ya agbanahughi ya
n’0so.

Onye ihe a ha na-eme kacha ato utg
bu Ikechukwu. Maka na 0 maara na ozuzu
kacha ozuzu nwatakiri na-enweta bu
ozuzu o ji aka ya were zuo onwe ya. Qzo
kwa di ka ibe ya bu na ihe ahy ha na-eme
ga-emekwa ha ka na-aga n’thu nke oma
n’akwukwo ha na-agu, ma burukwa ndi
na-agusi akwukwo ha ike. Mana o kacha
were mee ha, ha wepu anya ha na echiche
ha n’ebe ihe enweghi isi no. Ikechukwu
na-agbakwa mbo otu o nwere ike n’izutara
ha akwukwo ha ji amu akwukwo.

Akwukwo o na-azutara ha bu ezigbo
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akwukwo. Akwukwo a na-aguta ihe di
mma na ya. Akwukwo maara the o na-
akowa. Akwukwo ndi dere ha maara ihe
ha dere ma marakwa ihe ekwe na-aku
n’ikuzi ithe. Ndi Igbo si na ¢ na-abu e
nyejuo dibia afp, 0 gaa n’ajo ohia buta
mgborogwu. Umu Ikechukwu, ma Emeka,
na- egosiputa n’uloakwukwo ha na o
gbaghiri nwataakwukwo ji akwukwo agu
akwukwo na nwatakiri gba aka agu
akwukwo. Mana, matakwa na nwatakiri
na-eji ezigbo akwukwo e dere nke oma
were na-agy akwukwo bu ya na-ano n’isi
n’the obula a na-akuziri ha. Maka na o
gbaghiri onye ji mma a mury nke oma
were na-ary oru na onye ji mma adighi
nko.
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ISI NKE IRIABUQ NA ATQ

Ndi Igbo si na ¢ na-abu a gwota
onye ara, a naghi agwota ntamu ya. N’ihi
na otu ¢ masiri mmiri siri maa Qgazi,
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akika ya ga-adiriri ya n’ahu. O bu eziokwu
na Ikechukwu dobiri Nnenna n’aka na nti
n’ebe Emeka ng, mana o na-abu o ju ya bu
nkita anya, ¢ tagbuo onye nwe ya. O bu
eziokwu na Nnenna na-agba mbo mgbe
niile ijir1 hu na ¢ kwusiri omume ufodu o
na-eme, mana omume 0Qjoo ndi ahuy
ahapughi ya. O di ya ka ya kpawa agwa
otu kwesirinu ma dabakwa adaba n’ihu
nke mmadu na kwa n’thu nke Chukwu.
Mana kwa mgbe ka ¢ na-abu o kechichaa
ngwugwu, ngwugwu agbaghee. Nnenna
kwooro maka na ¢ choro ka o gbanwoo
n’uzo kacha mma were baa uka ime. O
sozi na ndi na-ebu uka n’isi. Mana o nwre
agwa ufodu o ga-abu Nnenna kpaa, a juwa
ma uka ¢ banyekwara Nnenna ime otu
Nnenna si were banye yka ime. Maka na o

kwesiri onye na-aka uka, uka a na-aka ya.
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O bughi onye na-aka uka, onye ahu noro
iche, uka o na-aka anoro iche.

Ihe na-eme Nnenna na-eme ya ka
agwu. Nnenna na-eme ya ka onye agwu
na-enye nsogbu. Onye agwu na onye ara
bu nwanne. Kama ara toro agwu. Maka
ara di onye 0 na-enye nsogbu n’ime. Mana
agwu na-abiakwute onye o na-enye
nsogbu abiakwute. Nnenna na-agbali
mgbe niile ithy na o sighi otu ahu o si were
soo umuaka abuo ha na ya biburu tupu
Emeka were soo Emeka. Mana o nokata o
gosikwa Emeka na ihe ahu akpi ji eme ire
ka dikwa ya n’ahy. N’ezie, Nnenna
ahughikwa Emeka were hapu. O na-
egosikwa Emeka na ahu ya bu Nnenna
niile bu ogwu ogwu. O na-adukwa Emeka
ogwu. Mana ¢ bughizi otu ahu o si were
duo ya Chinyere na Chichebem ka o si adu

ya Emeka. O na-eji nka were na-emezi
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mmonwy. Mgbe o ji emesi Emeka ike bu
mgbe di ya na-anoghi ya. O choo iti
Emeka ihe magbu baara ya mba, o chere
ka di ya puo. Ozigbo Ikechukwu buuru
ugboala ya puo, o malite fiopuwa Emeka
eze. O malite tiwe Emeka ihe, o tiwe ya ka
o tigbuo ya n’aka. Emeka na-ebe akwa ihe
0 na-eme ya, umu ya esoro Emeka na-ebe.
Maka na ha maara na nne ha anaghi eme
the di mma. Na ¢ naghi eti Emeka ihe ka
nwa mmadu. Na ¢ naghikwa aghota n’ime
obi ya na Emeka bu nwanne ha. Q buru na
Ikechukwu si n’ulo pugo, Emeka atokiri.
Obere 1he obula Emeka mere, Nnenna
ezuo ya ike n’ahu. Udiri mba ¢ na-abara
Emeka na-eme Emeka ka ¢ nyuo amiri na
nika ya.

Mana ihe kacha ewute Emeka na
umu Nnenna n’ithe ahu o na-eme Emeka

bu na o tiere ha iwu. Kedu udiri iwu o
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tiere ha? O gwara Emeka na ubochi o tiri
ya ihe maobu taa ya ahuhuy, o wee kooro di
ya ma o lota na ¢ bu ubochi ahu ka ¢ ga-
akpola ya na be ha ka ¢ ga buwekwa onu o
na-ebubu ebe ahu. QO dobikwara umu ya
nti wee gwa ha na ¢ buru na ha mekata
wee kooro nna ha maka ihe obula o mere
Emeka n’ulo ha, ¢ kwusi inye ha nri. Umu
ya maara nne ha nke oma. Ha maara na
obi di ya n’azu. Na o bu eziokwu na o na-
agachi uka anya mana uka o na-egje
agbowobeghi obi ya. Na ihe obula o
kwuru na ¢ ga-eme, na ¢ ga-emeriri ya. Q
bu eziokwu na ihe 0 na-eme Emeka n’azu
nna ha na-ewute ha, mana ha amaghi ka ha
ga-esi kooro ya nna ha. Maka na ha bu
awQ no na mmiri be ya bu akwa, ha
amaghi were bee ya, mmiri ga-eju ha onuy.
Kwa mgbe obula, nne ha tigbuchaa

Emeka, ha agakwuru Emeka na-ario ya ka
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0o kwusi ibe akwa ma gbaghara nne ha
n’ihi na nne ha amaghi ihe o na-eme. Ha
na-agwakwa Emeka na nsogbu kacha
nsogbu nne ha nwere bu na nne ha amaghi
Chukwu. Na o bu eziokwu na nne ha na-
ejechi uka anya, mana ¢ notere Chukwu
aka. QO bukwa na nzuzo ka ha ji agwa
Emeka the ndi ahu. O bu oge nne ha si
n’ulo puo ka ha ji agwa Emeka okwu ndi
ahu niile. Ha anaghikwa eru Emeka nso
n’thu nne ha ma o kugbuchaa Emeka.
Umu Ikechukwu na Nnenna na-agwakwa
Emeka ka o gharakwa ikworo maka ihe
ndi ahu nne ha na-eme ya were hapu ha
gbalaa. O bukwa site n’aka ha ka Emeka
st were nu maka Chinyere na Chichebem.
Ha gwara Emeka na ithe ¢ na-ahu n’aka
nne ha di obere n’the Chinyere na
Chichebem huru n’aka ya. Na o bu

omume Qjo0 a nne ha na-eme kpatara
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mmuonso ji wee gbaara ya 0sQ ma
hapukwa iwere onodu n’ime ya kemgbe
ahu o malitere chuwe uka ka a na-echu
mmiri. Kwa mgbe ka umuyaka ahu na-arig
Emeka ka o nosikwaa ike na be ha. Ka
agwa 0joo nne ha na-akpaso ya ghara
ichula ya n’obodo ha. Ka o kworo maka
ha na nna ha bu Ikechukwu were nodu.
Nnenna bu ajo nwanyi. Q maara
mgbe di ya ji apu n’ututu ma marakwa
mgbe o ji alota. The obula ¢ choro ime
Emeka, o ga-agba mbo mee ya n’etiti
mgbe ahu Ikechukwu na-angghi ya. Tupu
Ikechukwu na-alota, o mechaala 1the o
choro ime. Nke o menwughi tupu
Ikechukwu alota, 0 hapu ya ma chere ka
Ikechukwu puo. Nnenna bukwa nwanyi
enweghi obi mgbaghara. O bu nwanyi 1bo
obo na-ato uto. Ihe obula bu uche ya, ¢ ga-
emeriri ya. O meghi ya, obi anaghi adi ya
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mma. Q buru imebi ihe ka obi ya gwara
ya, o mebichaa ya bu ihe, o bewezia akwa
ma tawakwa onwe ya uta. Mana, mgbe
obula o juru ya bu mgbadike isi, o gbuo
onye na-akpudo ya, mma. Omume a
Nnenna na-emeso Emeka na-eme ka obi
na-amapu Emeka mgbe obula ¢ nuru olu
nneyaukwu ma o si ebe ¢ gara were na-
abata. Nnenna nodukwanu n’ulo, ahu niile
a na-ama Emeka kwerikweri ma o buru na
Ikechukwu anoghi. Mana, Ikechukwu

nodu ya, o kutuo.

ISI NKE IRIABUQ NA ANO

Ihe kpatara omume Nnenna n’aka
Emeka jiri jogbuo onwe ya na njo bu na o
naghi acho ka di ya mata ihe o0 na-eme ma
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0 puo. Mgbe obula, Ikechukwu jechaa oru
lota, Nnenna na-egosi ya na nsogbu obula
adighi. Na ha na Emeka na-ano nke oma.
Udirt omume a ¢ na-emeso di ya ma di ya
bata anaghi ekwe di ya mata na Emeka na-
anu 1isi ihe ndi ahu Chinyere na
Chichebem riri n’onu. N’ezie, obi di
aghugho. Obi Nnenna bu obi gbaruru
agbary ka mmiri. O nweghi udir1 aruryala
0 maghi maka ya. N’ihi na ¢ choghi ka di
ya hapu ya. O choghikwa ime ihe obula
ga-esikwa n’ulo ha were chupu di ya 9zo.
Maka na ¢ maara ihe ¢ gabigara na
mgbapu ahu di ya gbapuburu.

Mgbe niile, ¢ na-eji ihu ocha na ochi
were na-anabata di ya. Onodu a meziri ka
di ya chee na ya bu ajo ohia aburula ebe a
ga-ary yloobibi. Nke a mere ka Ikechukwu
hapu imata ihe na-eme ya n’azu na kwa

the a na-eme ya n’azu. N’ezie, the mmadu
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na-amaghi maka ya kariri ya. Mana onye
obula chi ya huru n’anya na-ano n’elu
mmeri mgbe niile. Chi ya ga na-alyru ya
ogu kwa mgbe ma na-azoputakwa ya
n’uzo obula di njo.

Ndi Igbo si na ubochi niile bu nke
onye ohi. O zuo, ¢ laa. Mana, otu ubochi
bu nke onye nwe ulg. N’ubochi nke onye
nwe ulg, onye ohi zuo ohi, ¢ to. Aka
akpara ya. Ubochi ahu aka kpaara ya ka
ohi ndi ahu ¢ na-ezubu ga-ese n’elu. O bu
oge ahu ka ihe niile ¢ na-emebu ga-ese
n’elu. Nnenna emekatala Emeka n’azu
Ikechukwu, chi Emeka wee mechaa
gbaara Emeka ogu. Kedu otu nke a si were
mee?

Otu ubochi n’oge mgbede, Nnenna
nyere Emeka ego ka ¢ ga zuta gari ha ga-
eri n’abali ubochi ahu. Ahia ahu ¢ zigara

ya bu ahia e ji izu na mgbee wee mara. Q
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bukwa na mpaghara ebe a na-akpg
Obiagu, bukwa ebe di nso n’Asata ebe ha
bi, ka ahia ahu di.

Emeka were ego nneyaukwu nyere
ya were ga zuta ihe tinye n’akpa nika ya
ma werekwa 0so gawa ya bu ahia. Maka
na nneyaukwu gwara ya ka ¢ gharakwa
itkwe ka aso ¢ gbusara n’ala taa tupu o
lota. N’ihi na ¢ bu gari ahu ka ¢ ga-eji
meere di ya nri ma ¢ lota. Ego ole o nyere
Emeka maka ahia ahu o turu ya bu nari
naira ise. Q gwakwara Emeka ego ole ¢
ga-ewelata n’ego ahu ma o zutachaa gari
ego ole o gwara ya zuta. Nnenna
gwakwara Emeka ka ¢ gaa ngwa ngwa ma
lota tupu di ya algta. Emeka kwere n’ozi
niile ahu nneyaukwu siri ya. Q na-emekwa
ike ya niile iji were hu na o dighi iwu
nneyaukwu nke ¢ dara. Maka na ¢ maara

onye nneyaukwu bu ma marakwa na a
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naghi eji agwo di ndu were na-eke nkuy.
Maka na onye obula bituru agwo aka na-
atyu mgbere onwu ya. Onye chokwaranu ka
o were agwo kee nku bu onye ga-adakpu
n’olulu onwu o gwuoro onwe ya.

Ka Emeka rutere n’ahia ahu, o gara
na nke nwanyi na-ere gari ka 0 manyere
ya gari. Nwanyi ahu bu nwanyi Emeka na-
azutabu ahia na nke ya. Emeka gwakwara
nwanyl ahy ka ¢ manyere ya gari ngwa
ngwa ka ¢ lawa n’ihi na ¢ choghi ka ¢ daa

iwu nneyaukwu tiere ya.

Maka na ¢ buru na ¢ daa ya bu iwu, na ¢
ga-eji anwuruoku wee dulaa ya bu ewi no
n’ony, mmuo. Ozigbo nwanyi ahu
manyechaara Emeka gari ego ole a gwara
ya zuta, n’ime akpa Emeka ji were bia ya
bu ahia, 0 gwazia Emeka ka o kwuo ya

ugwo. Emeka tinye aka n’ime akpaakwa
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ya ka o0 kwuo ugwo gari o biara ka ¢ zuta
ma were 0s0 lawa, o hughizi ego ahu
Nnenna nyere ya maka ihe ¢ gwara ya ga
zuta. Obi mee Emeka figgo. Obi mmapu.
Mkpu puo ya n’onu ozigbo. Ozigbo
ozigbho Emeka enwetaghizi onwe ya.
Akpataoyi ju ya ahu niile. Oyi malitere
tuwa ya. Nwanyi, Emeka biara izuta gari
na nke ya malitere juwa Emeka ihe ¢ na-
etirt mkpu, Emeka were gwa ya na o bu
ego nneyaukwu nyere ya maka ahia ahu o
biara ka ¢ hughizi. Nwanyi ahy were gwa
Emeka ka o lelee akpaakwa ya ka ¢ mara
ma o nwere na nke ¢ bu ya ka o tinyere
ego ahu na-amaghi.

Emeka were bido n’isi foputawa
akpaakwa ya niile iji were mata ma ihe
ahu o chere magbu ithe merenu. Ma ego
ahy Nnenna nyere ya ma o fuola? O bu ka

o foputachara akpaakwa ya ahu niile ka o
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matara na ihe ahu mere eme n’ezie. Maka
na akpaakwa ya ebe o tinyere ego ahu
dopuru adopu. O bukwa mgbe ¢ na-eme
0s0 0so ka o gaa ozi e ziri ya ka o jiri
chefuo na akpa nika ya ahu dokara adoka.
N’ezie, nari naira ise ahu adafuola. Ebe 0
no were dafuo, Emeka amaghi. Emeka
wee buru onwe ya tie n’ala were malite
bewe nnukwu akwa. Akwa gini ka Emeka
na-ebe? Akwa ihe nneyaukwu ga-eme ya.
[hu ya niile, anyammiri, anyammiri. O
bee, bee, o fee n’isi ma tie aka n’obi ya na
o fuola. Na nke ya agaala.

N’eziokwu, o wutere Emeka
nnukwu na ego o jiri bia ahia funahyru ya.
Mana ihe kacha atu ya ujo bu ihe
nneyaukwu ga-eme ya ma o gbara aka
laghachi n’ebe ha bi were gwa ya na ego o
nyere ya were zuta ihe furu efu. Emeka

maara n’ime onwe ya na ithe ¢ na-eme ya
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mgbe o nweghi ithe o mere na-adi egwu,
ma ya foduzikwaa ugbua o zonyere okpa
n’apiti. Nwanyi ahu Emeka biara
n’oduahia ya izuta gari sikwa n’ala ebe
ahu Emeka na-agharughari onwe ya wee
kulite ya ma riowa ya ka o kwusi ibe
akwa. Emeka ekweghi na ¢ ga-emechi onu
ya. N’ihi na Emeka siri na ¢ ga-ebugodu
uzo kwaa onwe ya na ndu tupu
nneyaukwu edulaa ya mmug. Maka na ¢
maara na nneyaukwu bu ekwensu ng
n’udiri mmadu.

Ka Emeka si were na-ebe akwa na
udir1 akwa o na-ebe n’9duahia nwanyi ahu
mechara wutewe nwanyi ahu. O wee 110
Emeka ka ¢ kwusi ibe akwa ma laghachi
n’ulo ha ka 0 gwa onye zitere ya ahia na
ego o nyere ya ka o were zuta ihe
funahuru ya. Emeka were tie mkpu akwa

were s1 nwanyi ahu na ¢ buru na ¢ gbara
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aka gari na aka ego were bata n’ulo ha,
nneyaukwu ga-edula ya mmug. Na o ga-
apigbu ya ka a pigburu oke. Na otu onodu
si were di ugbua kama ¢ ga-alakwuru
nneyaukwu na ¢ kaara ya mma na o si
n’oduahia ya ahu were lawa obodo ha bu
Upara. Nwanyi ahu si Emeka bia ka o
kpolaa ya n’ebe ha bi n’Asata. Ha ruo ebe
ahu ka o were aka ya kowaara nneyaukwu
the merenu. Emeka were ju ma juwapu isi
n’ihi na mmadu anaghi ahucha isi were ga
kpuo ya. Na o buru na ¢ gbara aka bata
n’ulo ha ugbua, na Nnenna ga-akpo ya ntu
n’isi. Emeka siri nwanyi ahu na ¢ kwa ¢
kpolaruo ya na be ha, ¢ lawazia. The niile
ga-emezi n’azu ya, 0 gaghi ama. Na 0
buru na ¢ chorg ikpola ya n’ulo ha, na
mgbe o ga-eji kpolaa ya bu mgbe
nnahaukwu ga-eji noro ya. FEmeka

gwakwara nwanyi ahu na ¢ bu abali ka
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nnahaukwu ji alota oru. Nwanyi ahu kwee
n’isi. O buru oche bunye Emeka ka ¢ nodu
ala ma chewa ka oge nnahaukwu ga-eji
were lota ruo. Nwanyi ahu gara zutara
Emeka ji e ghere eghe ka o rie, Emeka
kelee ya ma ju na ¢ gaghi eri. Nwanyi ahu
r10 Emeka elu, rio ya ala ka o nara ihe ¢
zutaara ya, Emeka kelere ya nke oma
maka obi gma ya ma gwa ya na o nweghi
the gobula ¢ ga-erinwu n’oge ahu n’ihi na
obi erughi ya ala. Onu gbachichara ya
agbachi. Na o jibeghi ndu ya n’aka. Maka
na onye obula na-echeta na onwu chere ya
n’ihu anaghi echeta ihe oriri.

N’ezie, nwanyi ahu meere Emeka
ebere nke ukwu. O mechaa wee were
nwayoo juo Emeka otu ya na nneyaukwu
si ebi. Emeka wee topeere ya ngwugwu.
Emeka gwakwara nwanyi ahu ihe kpatara

o jiri choo ka nnahaukwu nodu ya tupu o
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dulaga ya n’ulo ha. O mere ka nwanyi ahu
mata na ¢ bu nnahaukwu mere o ka ji
were nodu n’ulg nwanyi ahy ha abuo bi.
Na ¢ buru maka naani nke nwanyi ahy, na
o teelaa ¢ kaara ilaru be nne ya na nna ya.
Emeka gwakwara nwanyi ahu na ihe
kpatara o jirt chgo ka o dulaa ya mgbe
nnahaukwu ga-ano ya bu maka na
nnahaukwu anaghi akwunyere nwunye ya
n’agwa 0joo ya. Ozo kwa di ka ibe ya bu
na Emeka gwakwara nwanyi ahu na ihe
0z0 o jiri choo ka o dulaa ya na be ha
n’Asata mgbe nnahaukwu lotarala bu na ¢
burygodu na nnehaukwu choo igbu ya ka
0 noro n’ithu nnahaukwu gbuo ya. Ihe
Emeka kooro nwanyi ahu wutere ya
nnukwu nke mere ka ahu juo ya oyi n’ahia
0 na-ere. Nwanyi a maara na o nwere
umunwanyi ndi na-echi nwa ha na ha bi,

onu n’ala. Mana, akuko Emeka kooro
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nwanyi ahu maka onodu ya na be Nnenna
mere nwanyl ahu ka o mata na o
nwekwara ymunwanyi ndi na-esu umu
mmadu ha na ha bi n’tkwe ma were ha
gbaa aja. Emeka sikwa nwanyi ahu na e
wepu nnahaukwu na umu ano ha mutara,
na o0 bu azy ya ka Enugwu gaara idi na-
ahuzi. Maka na ihu ya ga-adizi n’Upara,
Maka na onye obula huru na a ga-egbu ya
mana ¢ hughi ndi ga-azo ya ma e gbuwe
ya, 0 buru na onye ahu gbachi nkiti, onwu
gbuo ya, uta ga-atagbu ya. Maka na ¢ bu
naani onye maara ihe maara na e ji 0sQ
agbanahy onwu ma marakwa ka e si awu
udiri 9so ahu. Maka na onye arachaghi
onu ya, ugury anara ya onu ya rachaa.
N’ihi na osisi obula mmadu nuru uda ya

ekwesighi ka o tigbuo onye ahuy.
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ISI NKE IRIABUQ NA ISE

Ikechukwu alotala oru. Abali ka o
jiri lota. Oge o lotara, chi ejiela nnukwu.
Ka ¢ batara ¢ hury nwunye ya ma hukwa
umu ya ang. Mana, ¢ hughi Emeka. O
were juo nwunye ya, “Kedu Emeka? Ebee
ka o no? Ahubeghi m ya kemgbe m
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lotara.” Mgbe umu ya biakwara na-ekele
ya n’oru o si were lota, 0 jukwara ha,
“Kedu Emeka?” Nnenna gwara di ya na ¢
maghi ebe Emeka no. Na kemgbe mgbede
ka o zinyere Emeka ahia ka o ga zuta gari,
ruo ugbua na o hubeghi Emeka. Di ya
were juo ya gini kwanu ka o mere mgbe ¢
turu anya nwatakiri o zinyere ahia, 0
lotaghi. O were juo di ya gini ka o choro
ka o mee? lhe ahu ¢ juru Ikechukwu
wutere Ikechukwu nke ukwu. Iwe ju ya
ahu niile. O jidesia onwe aka ike ma rie
n’ude ka ebulu. O kpoo umu ya ang wee
juokwa ha, “Kedu Emeka? Ebee ka
Emeka gawara? Gwanu m” Umu ya were
gwa ya na nne ha zipuru Emeka ka o ga
zuta gari n’ahia, na kemgbe ahu Emeka
alotabeghi. lke kwuru oto wee gwu
Ikechukwu. Umu ha ano nokwa n’obi

mwute kemgbe ahu Emeka alotabeghi.
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Mana, Nnenna n’onwe ya ng na-eti mba,
na-azo nzo ihe o ga-eme Emeka ma o
jechaa were lota. Ikechukwu kwanu? Ahuy
juru ya oyi. O nwere obi mwute n’ihi na ¢
si na ¢ maghi ma o nwere ithe mere
Emeka. Nnenna achoghi ima. Naani ihe o
kpebiri n’obi ya bu na Emeka mechaa
were ndu ya lota n’ulo ha, o ghoro ozu.
Mana, ¢ ghorokwanu ozu were lota n’ulg
ha, a mara na ya bu onye mmuo na-acho
1si mmadu were puta n’uzo were hu ozu
nwuru anwy, na ije ebeerela ya nkenke.
Ikechukwu kuliri ozigbo wee chorg
Emeka puwa. O maara na mmiri abanyela
n’opi ugbogiri. N’ihi na Emeka abughi ajo
nwata. Na o nwerirl ka mmiri si were baa
n’opi ugbogiri. Maka na awo anaghi agba
0s0 chihie na nkiti. N’ezie, lkechukwu
huru Emeka n’anya nke ukwu. O

choghikwa ka o nwee ihe obula ga-eme
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ya. Ka ¢ na-achoghari Emeka ka ¢ na-ario
Chineke ka ¢ ghara inwe ihe obula ga-eme
Emeka. The gbula ga-eme Emeka mee ya.
O chooro Emeka were gaa na nke ndi
agbataobi ha niile, mana ¢ hughi ya. Ka o
chochara Emeka ¢ hughi Emeka,
anyammiri gbara ya. O kwuru na Emeka
bu nwatakiri na-achoghi nsogbu. N’ihi ya,
na o kwesighi ka nsogbu biara ya. Ekpere
niile 0 na-ekpe ka ¢ na-achgoghari Emeka
bu na ebe obula Emeka no, ka aja ghara
iba ya n’anya. Ka mmiri ghara iba ya na
nti. Oge lkechukwu na-achoghari Emeka
n’abali, ka chi na-eji n’ike n’ike. N’ezie,
icho onye na-efu efu siri ike ma nke na-
agwu ike bu 1ji abali were na-acho onye
amaghi ebe 90 no.Mana udiri ochicho a bu
Chukwu ka e ji acho ya. Maka na 1 were
ike aka gi mebe ya, mbo 1 na-agba agaghi

amita mkpuru obula.
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Ikechukwu mechara wee choro
Emeka gaa n’ahia ahu e zigara ya, o0 hughi
Emeka. Oge lkechukwu na-aga n’ahia ahu
ka o na-eleghari anya ma na-asugha ri
anya ya abuo n’akuko uzo ka ¢ mara ma o
ga-ahu Emeka, ezigbo nwatakiri ¢ huru
n’anya. O hughi Emeka. Ka ¢ batara
n’ime ahia ahy, o piobachara n’owari niile
di n’ime ahia ahu ka 0 mara ma ¢ ga-ahu
Emeka na ndy, magbu hu ya n’ozu. O
hughi Emeka. O hughi ozu Emeka. Mgbe
Ikechukwu rutere ahia ahuy, chi ejimiela.
Otutu ndiahia alaala. Ufodu ka nokwa ya.
Ndi nke ka no ya bu ndi choro ka ha
rechapy ngwaahia ha nwere na-emebi
embi. Ndi 0zo ka nokwa ya bu ndi siri na
ha eretabeghi ego n’abali ahu.

Mana, nwanyi ahu Emeka biara
n’oduahia ya ka ¢ zuta gari alaruola be ya.

Ya na Emeka. O kwooro maka Emeka
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wee mechie ahia ya n’oge. Qzo kwa di ka
ibe ya bu na nwanyi ahu abughi onye na-
anQji chi n’ahia ¢ na-ere. Ka Ikechukwu
chochara Emeka n’ahia ahy, o hughi ya, o
j1 anyammiri na obi mwute were lawakwa
na be ya. Ka ¢ na-ala, naani ihe ¢ na-aju
Chukwu bu “Kedu Emeka. Nna m bi
n’igwe m na-efe, asi m kedu Emeka? Ana
m aju gi kedu ebe Emeka no. Biko
Chineke Nna m, kpoputara m Emeka.
Biko, odogwu Nwoke ogodo ya na-akpu
n’ala, gosinu m ebe Emeka no. O
nwugodu anwuy, gosi m ozu ya. Q norg
ndy, gwanu m ebe ¢ no ka m ga kporo ya.
O nweghi ihe kariri Gi imenu. Ama m na
the m na-ario Gi na | na-anu ya ma meere
m ya. Asi m, Kedu Emeka? Emeka bu
ezigbo nwa. Q choghi nsogbu. Gbasoro
maka Emeka meerenu m ebere. Leenu m

anya n’thu ma hichaa m anyammiri.
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Emeka bukwanu nwa onye 0z9. E
kwekwala ka ihe obula mee nwa onye 0zg
na be m. Gbasoronu maka otu obi m na
umuaka m di n’ebe Emeka no wee
chotaranu anyi Emeka. N’ezie, onodu 9j00
a na-ewute m. Ofufu a Emeka na-efu na-
ekwughe m uybury isi. Nna m, o buru
ahuhu ka I j1 nwunye m were na-ata m,
biko mezierenu m ebere. O buru na o bu
site n’aka nwunye m ka I sizi ata m ahuhu
maka njo m, biko Nna m bi n’igwe, ana m
arlo Gi1 ma na-ariosi Gi 1ke ka I
gbagharazia m. Chukwu Nna m, asikwa m
na o burykwa onwunwa ka I ji nwanyi a 1
kponyere m were na-anwa m, biko ya bu
onwunwa akariala m. Ekwekwala ka ike
uwa a gwu m. Maka na onye ike gwury
na-ahapukwa uwa. Mana, Nna m,
achobeghi m ka m hapu uwa a n’ihi

umuaka ano | nyere m. Ha niile dicha m
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n’obi. Obi ha niile dichakwu n’ebe m no.
Chukwu Mmuonsg, Dike na-aza ajuju
nyiri mmady, biko ana m aju Gi ma na-
ajukwakwa, Kedu Emeka? Ama m na tupu
m ruo be m, na i ga-aza m ajyju a.
Chineke kere uwa kee ihe di n’ime ya, 0
bu m lkechukwu nwa Gi na-akpoku Gi.
Agakwa m na-akpoku Gi kwa mgbe obula
na oge niile n’ihi na ¢ bu Gi by onye nwe
m. Chi m oma, ¢ bu Gi bu anya uwa ji ahu
uzo. Asi m Gi biko chotara m Emeka. E
kwekwala ka m laruo be m wee hapu ihu
Emeka. Emeka, ana m asi ebe obula 1 no,
putazia ka anyi lawa. Obi m kpoputa gi.
Maka na o nweghi onye m weere nke ya.”

Okwu obi mwute. Okwu ariri. Okwu
anyammiri. Ikechukwu no na nnukwu obi
mwute. Naani anyammiri juru ya anya. Ya
na akwa na-eme. Akwa dimkpa. Akwa na-
emetuta n’obi. Kedu ihe ndi kacha agba
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Ikechukwu anya mmiri? Nke izizi bu
Emeka ¢ na-achoghari kemgbe o si oru o
gara were lota. Nke abuo bu udiri anya o
na-ahusi n’ebe nwunye ya ng. Nke ato bu
na nwunye ya na-ebo ya ahuhu n’isi ka ite
mmiri, o buru ya na-agaghari. Nke ano bu
na ¢ na-abuy o chetachaa ka ndi ya na ha
lukochara nwanyi, na kwa ndi enyi ya
luchara nwanyi siri nwee udo na ndu ha na
kwa n’ezinaulo ha, anyammiri eju ya. Nke
a kacha eme ya ka ¢ na-aju Chukwu ihe
kpatara o jiri nye ya udiri akaraaka ahuy o
nyere ya. Mana mgbe obula o jury
Chukwu ajyju ya were cheta umuy ya, o
sikwa n’ime iliozu ¢ no bilie. Maka na
Chukwu kenyere onye obula no ndu ihe 0
ga-eji were na-algghachite na ndu ma
onwu bia kuwara ya aka n’uzo.

Ka Ikechukwu lakatara na be ya, obi
ekweghi ya. O tugharia ma gaghachikwa
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n’ahia ahu ka ¢ mata ma Chukwu O
kpoputarala ya Emeka ka ¢ kporozia ya
were lawa. Na o maghi ka ¢ ga-esi laruo
be ya naani ya na-ahughi Emeka. Ka o
batarkwara n’ahia nke ugboro abuog, o
malitekwara choghariwakwa Emeka ma
n’ebe ihe di, ma n’ebe gochichiri gbara. Ka
0 na-acho Emeka ka o na-ebe akwa.
Ikechukwu nwekwara okwukwe siri ike na
0 ga-ahuriri Emeka tupu ¢ laghachi be ya
n’abali. Ka Ikechukwu chogharichara
Emeka n’ahia ahu nke ugboro abuo, 0
hughi ya, ike ywa gwu ya. O wee gaa
n’otu akuku n’ahia ahy wee ga tukwuru
ala ma dunye aka n’agba. Echiche wee ju
ya ahu. Ikechukwu anaghizikwa echeta na
o nwere ihe di ka yjo. N’ihi na yjo pury ya
n’anya n’abali ahyu. Ma yjo mmaduy, ma
yjo mmuo, o nweghizi nke bu maka
Ikechukwu.
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Oge Ikechukwu ngkatara ala n’ebe
ahu were mechaa nweta onwe ya, o kulie
ma chowazia uzo be ya. Ka ¢ na-ala ka
mmonwu adataghi ihe o by, onwe ya na-
ala maka na obi ya esoghi ya ala. Okpa ya
abuo bu ya ala na be ya, mana uche ya na-
agaghari ma n’ime ahia ahy, ma
n’okprouzo o si ala ebe ya, na-achoghari
Emeka. Mgbe o batara na be ya, chi ejiela
nnukwu. Umu ya mucha anya were na-
eche ya ka ¢ bata. Nwunye ya kwanu?
Onye nke ahu alakpuola yra kemgbe. A
huru Emeka, a hughi Emeka, abughi maka
ya. N’ezie, otu 0 masiri onye nwe ite siri
saa azu ite, azu ite ga-egosiriri na ¢ bu azu
ite. Maka na unyi agaghi ako na ya.
Nnenna na-akowara di ya kwa mgbe na ya
bu Nnenna agbanwoola ma chegharia.
Mana Emeka emegheela anya Tkechukwu

abuo o were mata na ebe Nnenna no ka
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tere ezigbo aka. Na ihe na-esi ya by nkapi
1si di ya n’ime ahu. Umu Ikechukwu bere
ezigbho akwa mgbe ha huru na Emeka
esoghi nna ha were lgta. Mana nna ha
gwara ha ka ha mechie onu ma kwusi ibe
akwa n’thi na Chukwu ¢ na-efe gwara ya
na Emeka ga-alotariri. Ikechukwu
choputara na nwunye ya nyuru ithe na-esi
achoghi ime ahy ka o maara ihe na-emenu,
Ikechukwu were choo ka o were mebie
the. Echiche 0joo biara ya n’uche. O choro
ime ihe ahu ¢ na-agbara 0so ime kemgbe.
Ibo nwunye ya apa ma chypu ya n’ulo ya.
Mmuyo nke Chukwu jidesia ya aka ike. O
wee rie n'ude ka ebulu. O die ya ma
hapukwa ime ihe uwa ga-eji chia ya ochi
ma mie ya onu. Maka na Ikechukwu
maara na o0 bu onye buputa onwe ya, uwa
achigbuo ya n’ochi. Mana, onye were jioji

machie uwa nke ya, ywa a na-ekiri ya ma
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na-ekirikwa jigji 0 ma n’ukwu. Ikechukwu
gbachikwara nwunye ya nkiti, leghara ya
anya ma chewekwa otu o ga-esi kpopu ma
zachapu aja ahu nwunye ya kpobataara ya

n’ulo.

ISI NKE IRTIABUQ NA ISII

Ikechukwu kpebikwara n’ime onwe
ya n’abali ahu na ihe 0zo ¢ ga-emezi bu
iga na nke ndi uweoji ma nye mkpesa
banyere nsogbu bataara ya n’ulo. O
kwukwara na ¢ bu n’abali ahu ka ¢ ga-
eme nke ahu n’ihi na o mewe mgbe mgbe,
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0 gbepu ahia. Ikechukwu wee banye
n’imeulo ya ka o kwado nke oma ma
dikwa ka nwoke na-adi tupu o gakwuru
ndi uweojii n’thi na ¢ maara na a naghi
agba aka were na-ahu eze nwata. Maka na
akwu obula bara n’ikwe, ahu ga-aburiri ya
onya onya. N’ihi na onye obula ruru be
eze ga-ekeleriri eze ma kelee obi ya. O
burugodu na eze angghi ya, onye ahu
ckeleenu obi eze.

Ka Ikechukwu no n’imeulo ya were
na-akwado onwe ya ma na-akwadokwa
akpa ya, a kuo aka n’onuuzo be ya. O gee
nti, a kuzuo aka ahu nke ugboro ato, o wee
si n’imeulo ya puta were mepee uzo.
Lekwa nwanyi ahu Emeka gara izuta ahia
na nke ya, di ya na Emeka. lkechukwu
wee were obi uto makuo Emeka ma bulie
ya elu n’abali ahu. Ahu Emeka niile bu aja

upa, aja upa. Umu Ikechukwu niile jikwa
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onu were na-amaku Emeka. Mana,
anyammiri juru Emeka n’anya. Naani
akwa ka ¢ na-ebe. Ikechukwu gwa ya ka ¢
kwusi ibe akwa n’thi na Chukwu azala
ekpere ha. O were akwa Emeka y1 n’ahu
were hichaa Emeka anyammiri juru ya
anya. Ka ihe niile a na-eme, Nnenna nosiri
ike n’imeulo ebe ahu o dina. O sighi n’elu
akwa ahu o dina kulie. QO putaghikwanu
ima ihe na-eme na be ha ma ya fodukwa
thu ndi biara be ha.

Ikechukwu gwara di na nwunye ahu
ka ha nodu ala n’oche. Ikechukwu ji obi
ocha wee gbaghariwa ka ¢ chotara ha oji,
mana di nwanyi ahy gwara ya ka ¢ hapu
ichoro ha ¢ji n’ihi na abali eburula gji. O
gwakwara Ikechukwu ka o nodu ala n’ihi
na o bu ya ka ha chooro wee bia. Oge
Ikechukwu nooro ala, di nwanyi ahu wee
si n’oche o no kulie, wee gaa kpolite
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Emeka n’oche ebe ¢ no ma kporo ya
kponye Ikechukwu n’aka. Oge o mere nke
a, o were si Ikechukwu, “Lee nwatakiri a,
jidesikwaa ya aka ike. A hapukwala ya.
Ebe 1 no ka obi ya di. Ntukwasaobi ya
niille bukwa n’ebe 1 no. E kwekwala ka
mmiri baa ya nti. Nwatakiri a hury gi
n’anya ma hubiga gi n’anya oke. O weere
gi di ka nna ya. Q nabatara nleruanya gi
niille n’ebe ¢ no. O gwakwara m na
nwunye m ka anyi kelee gi nke oma na
omume 1 na-emeso ya. Biko anya gi
esikwala n’ebe nwatakiri a no puo. E
kwekwala ka ihe obula si na be gi a mefuo
nwatakiri a. Kama ihe si na be gi ga-
egbufu ya, kama 1 kpolaa ya be nna ya na
nne ya. Maka na onwu nwatakiri no be
nne ya na nna ya were nwuQ kaara ya
mma karia nke o0 no n’ezi were nwuo. Q

bu nwunye m ga-akoziri gi ka nwatakiri a
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si were bia na be anyi. Q gwakwara anyi
na o gaghi alota na be gi ma ¢ buru na i
lotaghi. O bu ya kpatara anyi ji were
cheruo oge a anyi jiri biawa. Daaly. O
gwula ka ¢ ha m n’onu. Chukwu gozie
gi.”

Ka nwoke ahu kwuchara ihe ahu,
nwunye ya wee malite kowara Ikechukwu
ije Emeka na ithe mere ya na mgbede
ubochi ahu ka o biara ahia. Oge o
kochaara Ikechukwu ihe niile, nwanyi ahu
kelekwara Ikechukwu ma gwakwa ya ka o
jidekwa ka o ji n’isi Emeka. Ikechukwu
kelere di na nwunye ahu nke oma maka
oru ebere na kwa oru Chukwu ha ruru
n’isi Emeka na kwa ihe oma ha meere
ezinaulo ya. Oge ha kuliri ka ha lawazia,
Ikechukwu dupuru ha. Ka Ikechukwu
duputara ha n’okporouzo ha ga-esizi were

lawa, di nwanyr ahu were Kkporo
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Ikechukwu gaa n’akuku uzo, wee were
1igba 1zu were si ya, “Enyi m nwoke,
jidekwa ka 1 ji. E kwekwala ka ulo gi
merie gi. E kwekwala ka mmiri di n’ulo gi
rie gi. Kama mmiri di n’ulo gi ga-eri gi,
kama 1 gbuoro ya owa n’ebe o ga-esi na-
ekwopu. Maka na nwoke obula luru
nwanyi wee hapu ibu nwoke na be ya, ulo
ya eghere oghe. N’thi na ¢ bu nwoke
nosiri ike na be ya ka a maara di ka ide ji
ulo. Mana, ide gbula na-ejisighi ulo ya ike,
ulo ya adaa ma daruo ala. Ulo ya
dawakwanuy, o dadokwuo ya ma dagbuo
ya. Ihe ahy 1 na-ahy, nwoke ¢bula na-ahy
ya. Kama o dizi ka i so n’umunwoke ndi
nke ha kacha njo. Kama, matakwa na
nkasiobi gi mgbe nile bu na Chukwu
anaghi ebunye mmadu ibu kariri ya. Maka
na ibu obula Chukwu bunyere mmadu, ¢

ga-enyeriri onye ahu aju o ga-eji were buo
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ya. Ka chi fo” Mgbe di nwanyi ahy na
Ikechukwu na-agba izu ahuy, nwunye ya
nopuru n’akuku. Maka na ulo mmonwu bu
maka ndi maara mmonwu.

Ikechukwu kelere ha nke oma ma
werekwa 0s00so laghachikwa na be ya.
Ozigbo o batara, 0 gwara Emeka ka o ga
ghuo ahu. Ka Emeka ghuchara ahuy,
Ikechukwu buru nri bunye ya ka o rie.
Emeka si ya na aguu anaghi agu ya. O wee
baara Emeka mba ka o rie nri o bunyere
ya. Emeka richaa nri were lakpuo ura. Ma
Ikechukwu, ma uymu ha, ha niille ga
dinachaa ala n’ihi na chi ejela nnukwu.
Ura jizikwu onye obula.

N’ime uzo ututu, ka chi foro, Emeka
kulikwara ngwangwa ka o sibu ekuli. O
malitekwara jewe ozi n’ulo ka o sibu eje.
Oge nneyaukwu bu Nnenna sikwa n’ura
bilie n’ututu ahu, Emeka kelere ya, o
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tupughiri Emeka onu. Emeka werekwa
nke ahu wee mara na agwo no n’akirika.
Maka na e merie onye iro, obi anaghi adi
ya mma. Mgbe lkechukwu tetakwara ura
n’ututu ahu, o0 huru agwa nwunye ya na-
akpa. Nke a mere ya ka ¢ mata ozigbo na
onodu ugo adighikwa egbe mma. Maka,
na kama egbe agaghi eburu okuko, kama ¢
buru akirika. lkechukwu kwooro maka
Emeka, ¢ gaghizi oru mgbe o ji aga.
Emeka ruchara ihe niile o kwesiri iru
n’ututu ahy, wee kwadoo iga akwukwo.
Ka o kwadochara akwukwo, Ikechukwu
gbakwara mbgo were hu na o rir1 nri
n’ututu ahu. Ozigbo, Ikechukwu buru
Emeka n’uygboala ya puo ma bujekwa ya
n’uloakwukwo ha. Q gwakwara Emeka na
0 buru na a gbasaa akwukwo ka o chere
ya, na 0 ga-abiakwa buru ya. Oge umu ha

kwadochakwara akwukwo n’ututu ahu, o
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bukwa Nnenna bujere ha akwukwo di ka o
sibu eme. Q bukwa ya na-ebulata ha.

Oge Emeka ha gbasara akwukwo,
Ikechukwu kwusiri oru o ji n’aka n’ulogru
ya n’chihie ahu, wee ga bute Emeka. O
buuru Emeka wee gawa n’ulooru ya. O
bukwa ebe ahu ka ¢ zunyere Emeka nri
chihie. Ka Emeka richara nri, o wee were
nwayoo were juo Emeka otu ya na
nwunye ya bu Nnenna si ang ma o buru na
0 noghi ya. Emeka wee mepeere ya onu.
Emeka kokataara Ikechukwu akuko ihe o
na-ahu n’aka Nnenna ma ¢ bury na ya by
Ikechukwu gbakuta azy, wee malite bewe
akwa. O na-ako, o na-ebe akwa.
Ikechukwu wee baara ya mba ka o mechie
onu ya ma koorg ihe ¢ na-akorg ya nke
oma. lhe Emeka kooro Ikechukwu
banyere agwa 0joo na mmegbu Nnenna

na-emegbu ya ma ya bu Ikechukwu gawa
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ory maobu hapu ulo puo, gwury ya ike.
N’ezie, ithe onye amaghi kariri ya. Mana,
ugbua ama akidi agbaala na nsi. Anwuy
ekeela, a hula ihe nte gburu. Ikechukwu
mechaa wee gbawa n’aka. Gini kacha wee
wute Ikechukwu n’ama ahy Emeka gbaara
ya? Ihe kacha were gwu ya ike bu na onye
o chere na ¢ bu ya na ya ng, na o
bughikwa ha abuo no. Na nwunye ya
Nnenna di egwu. Meremere n’ihu,
gwompiti n’azu. Na o chere na nwunye ya
ajuchaala ekwensu na oru ya niile na be ya
di ka o siri kwe ya na nkwa. Na ¢ maghi
na ya bu ekwensu nwere akwa ebe ¢ na-
edina na be ya.

Ikechukwu mechaa kwee n’isi.
N’ezie, ihe ¢obula ama ya gbara anaghizi
adi ire. Maka na a ga-amariri otu a ga-esi
were sozie ihe ahu. Naani obi uto

Ikechukwu bu na Emeka nozi na praimari
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nke isii. Q guchawala akwukwo praimari.
N’ihi nke a, o choghi ka ¢ kpolaa Emeka.
O choro ka Emeka noro na be ya guchaa
akwukwo praimari ya. Na, tupu Emeka
aguchaa akwukwo praimari ya, na
Chukwu ga-agwakwa ya ihe 0z ¢ ga-
eme. Oge Emeka kochaara Ikechukwu ihe
ndi ahu niile o kooro ya, Ikechukwu wee
gwa ya ka o chere ya ka ha gbasaa oru.
Ozigbo oru gbasara, o buru Emeka
n’ugboala ya lawa na be ya. O kwooro
maka Emeka, o lota oru, o naghizi apu
apu. O chedoro nwata ahy ma chedozie ya
ike ka o ghara igba ya bu nwatakiri
akpukpo. Nnenna choputakwara na onye
obula kpaturu uriom okuku aka na-acho
nnekwu okwu. Otu di ya sizi alota oru na
kwa ka o sikwuazi ano n’ulo ma o lota,
kowaara Nnenna na onye obula kpaturu

akwuebu aka ekotala nnukwu okwunauka.
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N’ezie, iwe di Ikechukwu n’obi. Okwu
dikwa ya n’onu. The o na-achozi bu ihe 0
ga-ebido aka wee mee ihe buzi uche ya
n’ebe Nnenna no.

Nnenna maara ihe nnukwu. O
choputara na di ya na-ede ya ede ma na-
edesi ya ike. O wee kee nkwucha ma
chaara di ya n’akuky. Maka na o maara na
nwatakiri obula na-acho ibe akwa, na a
naghi adu ya aka n’onu. I nwaa anwa duog
ya aka n’onu, o0 haa olu ya aka. Ihe
Ikechukwu bujere Emeka akwukwo ma
bulatakwa ya bu otu izuuka. Ka otu izuuka
ahu gwuchara, lkechukwu were kpoo
Nnenna were gwa ya okwu. Ka o na-agwa
Nnenna okwu ahy, anya ya abug na-acha
mmee mmee nke gosiri nwunye ya na o
na-abu emekata mmadu ihe o sizia ihe
obula ga-eme echi ya mewezia taa. Maka

na ¢ buru na a gbaghiri azu owere mgba, 0
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naghi echi. N’ihi okwu a na-aso anya
anaghi ekwu onwe ya. Ikechukwu siri
nwunye ya, “Anuchaala m ihe 1 na-eme
nwatakiri anyi na ya bi, na nzuzo. Jisie ike
mewe ihe 0joo. Lee ihe 1 na-eme nwanne
gi. Akidi na-amaghi oke ala. | na-
echetakwa Chukwu? I makwa na 1 mutara
umuaka? O bukwa otu umu nke gi siri di
gi uto, di gi n’obi ma di g1 mkpa ka nke
onye 0zo sirt di ya. Nnenna, matakwa na
okuko chi umu anaghi efe n’elu. Matakwa
na o na-abu a hu ike diochi, the o na-
etetazi na mmanya anaghikwa ato uto. The
m chorg igwa gi bu na Emeka agaghi ala.
Agaghi m akpola ya. Anyi na ya ga-ebi. M
mekata were nukwa na nti m 0zo na o
nwere ihe 1 mere nwatakiri a Chukwu sir1
gi ledo anya, m na gi abuo, onye noro ndu
0 koo ihe anyi mere onwe anyi. Maka na

aga m eme gi ithe nti ga-abu ¢ nu o suo
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wuruwuru. Agaghikwa m eji yjo were
noro na be m, kama m were aka were
jugbuo yjo ahu. Maka na ¢ na-abu a sikata
nwa anwula, nwa anwula, a si nwa nwuo,
maka na ¢ buru na abo adighi n’ulo, o di
n’ohia. Marakwa na o bu ubochi a muru
dike na mba ka a muru ibe ya. Nnwanne m
nwanyi, gee nti ka m gwa g ya ma
gwakpuo gi ya na nti: Onye ¢bula jere Eke
luo ogu, jee Orie luo ogu, jee Afo luo, ya
na ndi ahia onye na-acho ibe ya okwu?
Hapukwa ka 1 ji ka ihe 1 ji haa gi. I choo
ikpere Chukwu n’ime mmuo na eziokwu, 1
kpeere Chukwu. I choghikwanu ikpere
Chukwu, 1 kwusi ikputo Chukwu n’ihi na
Chukwu anaghi anabata ihe ruru inyi.
Ugbua, ka 1 ga-eji mata n’ezie na o naghi
abu e tie nwatakiri ihe a si ya ebele akwa.
Maka na aturu si na ¢ na-abu a kuru egwu

bata na be ya, 0 buru na 0 maghi agba, 0
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wuliwe elu. Kpachapu anya gi ma mezie
ndu gi maka na o bu a gbachaa egwu, 0
laa n’ukwu.”

Oge Ikechukwu na-agwa Nnenna
okwu ndi ahu niile, Nnenna ekwughi pim
maka na ¢ maara na ya by agadi nwanyi
kachie nti wug ogige, e bute ozu n’ofe ya.
Okwu niile Tkechukwu gwara ya bara ya
nti. O jikwa aka ya were gwatopukwuo
onwe ya nke di ya gwaforo ya. Maka na
otu the si wee kwuru ugbua, ¢ buru na o
mekata were zofio okpa n’ije, okpa ya ga-
agbajiriri. O matakwara na obi adighizi di
ya mma chaachaan’ebe ¢ no. Ma,
marakwa na di ya gwuchichaara ya olulu
n’uzo o si agafe were na-echezi ya ka o
dalaa n’ime ha. Ya onwe vya
achoghikwany idala n’ime ha maka na o
maara na ¢ dalaa na ha, na o gaghi ano

ndu. O norogodu ndu, mputa ezi ga-ahia
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ya ahu. N’ihi nke a, kama ¢ ga-abu 0
dacha elu a buwa ete mmiri, 0 kaara mma
na a righi ya bu elu chaachaa.

ISI NKE IRTABUQ NA ASAA

Kemgbe ahu Ikechukwu dochara
Nnenna aka na nti maka Emeka, Nnenna ji
obi ilu were na-ede Emecka. Emeka
werekwa yjo were na-eze ya. Obi adighi
ya mma n’ebe Emeka no. Ujo na egwu
ekweghi Emeka nuo mmiri ma togbo iko
na be Ikechukwu. Mgbe niile, Nnenna
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ewere obi na-adu Emeka ogwu. Emeka
choputakwuru na nneyaukwu ji anya apia
ya utart kwa mgbe obula. Ikechukwu
n’onwe ya nokwa na-eche ka ¢ maara ma
agwo o ga-ada kparakpata ka o gbuo ya
kparakpata. Maka na okwu ¢bula a na-aso
anya agaghi ekwu onwe ya. N’ihi na ¢
bury na agwo emeghi ihe o jiri bury agwo,
umuazi ewere ya kee nku. Nnenna n’onwe
ya choputakwuru na okuko na-eche ma
na-echesi ike, ka ¢ mara ma nte ¢ ga-atu.
Maka na ¢ maara na ¢ buru na nte nwaa
anwaa tyo, okuko elonyuo ya anya.
N’ezie, nwogbenye anaghi adi ike
ogu. Mana ¢ na-emeri n’ogu. N’ihi na o
bu Chukwu na-aluru ya ogu. Emeka so
umuaka ibe ya were lelee ule maka ibanye
na koleji. Ka ule ha putara, o mere nke
oma. lkechukwu kelekwara Chukwu na

Emeka enwetala ohere igu akwukwo na
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koleji. Maka na Chukwu egboola ya bu
ogu. Ikechukwu gbakwara mbo were hu
na Emeka banyere na koleji nwere ebe
obibi, maka umuyakwukwo na-agu na ya.
Koleji ahu dikwa n’Enugwu. O bukwa
koleji nke ymunwoke. O bukwa ya kacha
koleji niile e nwere n’Enugwu, ma koleji
nke ymunwoke ma nke ymunwanyi, mma.
Ya bu koleji bu koleji nwatakiri obula no
n’Enugwu chorg ka ¢ guo akwukwo nke
sekondiri na ya. Mana, ibanye na ya were
guo akwukwo adighi mfe. Nwatakiri gobula
choro igu akwukwo na ya bu koleji ga-
aburiri nwatakiri bu ‘o zuo, o mee’ n’ima
akwukwo. Maka na ya bu koleji abughi
koleji ‘onye bata o0 banye’ O bu koleji ebe
ndi ybury ha na-ghgo nko n’akwykwo na-
eje azo onodu. O bukwa uburu ka e ji azo
ya bu onodu. O bughikwa ogu na mgba.
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Onye zota, o were nwee ike ibanye. Onye
azotaghi, o do ihu n’ebe 0z0.

Oge Emeka ji i1si ya were nweta
koleji ahu ka Ikechukwu matara n’ezie na
Chukwu nwogbenye na-asuru ya ohia, ma
na-eduzi ya uzo. Ikechukwu gbalikwara
ike ya thu na Emeka sooro umuaka ibe ya
malite 1gu akwukwo na koleji maka na
mmiri any adighi mma nkwafu. Nnukwu
ego puru Ikechukwu n’ahu n’itinye Emeka
na koleji ahu. Mana ego niile ahu o
mefuru n’isi Emeka maka koleji ya
ewutaghi ya magli n’thi na o siri na
Emeka bu nwatakiri kwesiri ka e nyere
aka. Ikechukwu ji obi gocha wee na-emere
Emeka ihe niile ¢ na-emere ya n’ihi na ¢
bu otu onye si anara ukwa ka ukwa
sikwuazi ahara onye ahy. Maka na ¢ bu
omume onye na-edu ya. N’ihi na o bu ihe

onye turu n’ahia ka a na-azutara ya. Onye
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mee nke oma na ndu ya, ihe oma a na-eso
ya, aka nri na aka ekpe. Onye meekwany
di njo, ihe 0joo na onodu 0jo¢ ejuputa na
ndu ya.

Ozigbho FEmeka malitere guwa
akwukwo na koleji ahuy, Ikechukwu were
si ya, “Emeka nwa m, 1 gbaliala were
banye na koleji. Gusiwezia akwukwo gi
ike. Ujo atula gi. O bu m ga-akwuru gi
ugwo akwukwo na kwa ego obula a nara
unu n’uloakwukwo. Akwukwo niile 1 ga-
¢ji were na-agu akwukwo agaghi ako gi.
Nkwa m na-ekwe gi ugbua bu na o nweghi
the ga-egbochi gi igu akwukwo. I na-
agucha koleji a 1 banyere ugbua, 1 na-
esikwa na ya abanye na Mahadum.
Marakwa na njem i1gu akwukwo a 1
malitere ugbua bu na Mahadum ka ¢ na-
ebi. E lekwala anya n’azy. Lewe anya

n’ithu. I guchaa koleji a ma nwetakwa
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ohere igu akwukwo na Mahadum, aga m
akwu gi n’azu. Agaghi m ahapu gi. Agam
azu gi. Mana, marakwa na ¢ bu ihe onye
gutara na koleji na-eduba ya na mahadum.
Nwatakiri obula no na koleji chorg ibanye
na Mahadum ka ¢ guo akwukwo, na-
amalite n’ubochi o batara na Koleji were
gusiwe akwukwo ya ike. Nwa m, koleji a i
batara amaka. Mana o nwere the m choro
ka 1 na-eme. The ahu bu nke a, Mgbe obula
unu mechirt akwukwo were nwee
ezumike, 1 lakwuru ndi be unu n’Upara. A
lotakwala n’ebe m bi n’Asata. Maka na
onye Chukwu na-azo kwesiri ka onye ahu
na-azokwuazi onwe ya. QO burukwanu na
ezumike unu gwu, igu akwukwo
malitekwa, 1 sikwa na be unu lgoghachi
n’uloakwukwo gi. Nkwa m na-ekwe ma
na-ckwesi gi ike n’ihu nke Chukwu, bu na

mgbe obula unu bidoro akwukwo, aga m
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abia kwuoro gi ugwo akwukwo ma
mekwaara gi the ndi 0zg. Okwu a m
gwara gi, 0 bakwara gi nti nke oma?”
N’ezie, okwu a Ikechukwu gwara
Emeka bara ya n’nti nke oma ma burukwa
nke gara n’obi wuo ulo ma biri. Q tokwara
Emeka nnukwu uto n’thi na a toola
nwangwere n’agbu. Maka na onye ya na
Nnenna bi bu onye e kere agbu.Emeka ji
anyammiri obi uto were kelee nnayaukwu
bu Ikechukwu maka otu o si wee na-emere
ya ihe nna ya agaghi emere ya. Ndi Igbo
turu 1lu were na-asi na 0 na-abu e techaa
mmanya, a nughi ya anu, ¢ di ka diochi
etetaghi ya. Emeka malitere ozigbo mewe
the lkechukwu gwara ya. QO naghizikwa
ahu Nnenna. Nnenna anaghizikwu ahu ya.
Ndi Emeka na-ahuzi ugbua bu akwukwo
ya, uloakwukwo ya, umuakwukwo ibe ya
na ndi be ha. Mana mgbe obula
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Ikechukwu chooro ya bia n’uloakwukwo
ha ka o0 hu ya ma marakwa ka o mere,
Emeka na-aju ya ase maka umu ya. O
bughi naani na ymu Ikechukwu ¢ na-aju
ase ha bukwuazi umunne ya kama ha huru

a n’anya otu o siri hu ha n’anva.
y Yy ,

ISI NKE IRIABUQ NA ASATO

Ndi Igbo si na nwatakiri obula nna
ya dunyere ohi na-eji okpa agbowa
onuuzo. Maka na nwatakiri obula na-amu
itkwu oto nwere onye na-akwu ya n’azy,
na-aga ije ngwangwa. lkechukwu kwu ya
n’azu ma kwusie ike. Emeka aguchaala
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koleji. O nozikwa na Mahadum Naijiria
nke di na Nsuka. Emeka gosikwara n’ezie
na ¢ na-abu ugo gbuzuo, ¢ chakee. O bu
eziokwu na mgbe Emeka no na koleji ka o
gosiri akwukwo onye o bu. Mana ugbua 0
no na Mahadum ka o gosiputara na uburu
na-aka ibe ya agho nko. Emeka na-atu nko
n’the omumu o na-amu na Mahadum
karichaa ndi ¢ bu ha na ya na ngalaaba ihe
omumu ha niile no na ya. Emeka anaghi
ele anya n’azu n’akwukwo o na-agu.
N’ezie, Ikechukwu alaghi azu na nkwa o
kwere Emeka tutuu, Emeka guchaa
akwukwo ya na Mahadum. Ikechukwu
erighi mperi maobu s00 ngongo
n’tkwudosi Emeka 1ke n’azu. O
kwesikwara ka onye obula biliri ije mara
ebe 0 na-aga. Maka na onye biliri gto na-
amaghi ebe o na-aga, na-efu uzo. O

burugodu na onye ahu efughi uzo, ndi ya
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na ha malitere ije ahu agafee ya ma buru
ya uzo, jeruo ebe ha na-eje ma noziekwa
n’'uzo kacha mma n’ebe ha gara. Ha
lotawa, ha ewerekwa ithe di mma lotawa.
Mana, onye furu efu nwere ike nwufuo. Q
burugodu na ¢ noro ndu, o jechaa bata,
uwa agbaa ya gharii. O bu ya ka o jiri di
mma ka nwatakiri obula maara ihe bido na
gboo were chewe maka echi maka na echi
di nso. Mana matakwa na onye echi ya di
nso bu onye maara ihe 0 na-eme n’uwa.
Mana onye echi ya tere aka bu onye uwa
gbanahuru n’9so.

Ozigbo, Emeka guchara akwukwo
na Mahadum, o sokwa ndi otu ha were fee
ala Naijiria otu afo. O bu na Bini ka
Emeka fere ala Naijiria otu afo di ka iwu
Naijiria siri kwuo. Emeka jikwa asambodo
bu ugegbe were si na Mahadum were puta.

Asambodo ya no n’ggo asambodo ndi
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kacha mma n’etiti asambodo
umuakwukwo niile ha na ya putara n’otu
afo. Mgbe Emeka ji otu afg efe ala nna ya
ka o gosiputakwara na ihe ahu di
n’asambodo ya bukwa ihe di ya n’isi
Asambodo Emeka chara acha. Isi Emeka
buru uchakiri. Mkpuru uchakiri dikwuazi
uto na nracha. Akwukwo uchakiri
burukwa igba n’1ji were sie nri.

Ndi Igbo si na ahia gma na-ere onwe
ya. Maka na akwukwo e jiri kechie nnu di
uto, nnu n’onwe ya burukwa so uto.
Ozigbo Emeka fechara ala Naijjiria, o
nwetakwara ezigbo ory. Oru o nwetara
enweghi oyiri. Ebee ka o nwetara oru ahu?
N’ulooru mba uwa na-ahu maka ahuike
nke ndi bekee kporo World Health
Organisation. Mana aha mkpirisi ya bu
WHO. O bukwa n’ulooru ha di na Naijiria
ka ha tinyere Emeka. Mana, mgbe ha huru
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na Emeka bu oke dibia ji anya ya abuo
were na-ahu ndimmuo n’ory, ha wefee ya
n’isi uloory ha di n’ala bekee. Tupu
Emeka efepuy, gawa ala bekee ahy, o mere
ka nnayaukwu bu Ikechukwu mata. O gara
n’ulooru Ikechukwu wee gwa ya ka ya na
ije st aga. Ikechukwu kelere Chukwu n’isi
Emeka ma gooro ya ezigbo ofg. O
nyekwara Emeka ezigbo ndumodu ga-edu
ya n’ije ahu ¢ na-aga.

Ozigbo Emeka malitere oru n’ulooru
ha n’ala bekee, e mere ya ka ¢ buru otu
onye n’ime ndiisi ulooru ahu. Ndi ocha bu
ndi kwenyesiri ike na ¢ by the mmonwuy
gbatara n’egwu ka o na-adata n’ego. Na ¢
bu akaoru onye na-akowa okwaoru ¢ ga-
ano na ya. Ha anaghi ewere mmaduy n’oru
maka na ¢ bu nwanne ha maobu maka na
ha maara onye ¢ bu. Ha anaghikwanu ewe

mmadu n’oru maogbu bulie onye ha were
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n’ory, n’okwa maka na asambodo ya bu
enyo. Kama, ha bu ndi na-ele nwata anya
n’thu tupu ha aguo ya aha. Ndi bekee
kwenyesiri ike na ¢ bu ihe onye ruputara
n’oru na kwa ezigbo mbo ya n’oru ¢ na-
aru ka a ga-eji nye ya onodu n’oru ahu.
N’ulooru obula ndi bekee nwe, onye obula
ha na-ama maka ya bu onye maara oru ya
ma marakwa ihe ¢ na-aru. Onye ha na-ahu
ma na-edoziri onodu bukwa onye na-arusi
oru ya ike. Agwa oma niile a dicha n’ime
Emeka tinyekwuoro omaricha asambodo
ya. O bu ya kpatara ha jiri were ya ka otu
onye n’ime onwe ha ma na-enyekwa ya
oche n’ebe obula ha tukwu.

Ugbua, Emeka nozi n’elu were na-
arachazi utu. Ya bu nze na-etuzikwa abuba
ugo n’isi. Mma Emeka jizi n’aka ugbua bu
obejiri ihu naabo. N’ezie, Emeka angziela

n’uwa, ywa ya na-ajazi ya mma. Emeka
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sozikwa uwa were na-eto, uwa na-

etokwuazi ya. Ahu ya niile bu uto, uto.
na-abu ejula kpury, o kpuru okiriko ya. Ka
Emeka na-aga n’thu na ndu ya, o
hapughikwa ndi nke ya. The izizi o mere
bu na ¢ gara be ha n’Upara were ga rug
omaricha ulo bu o ji anya kiriwe. Ka oge 0
choro ilu nwanyi ruru, o sikwa n’ala bekee
ebe ahu o bi were gbadata na Napjiria. O
biakwara n’ala Igbo were lurukwa onye
Igbo i1be ya. Maka na naani onye na-
amaghi ebe ¢ malitere 0so anaghi ama
n’ebe 0 na-agbaba ma ¢z¢ chuwa ya. N’ihi
na o na-abu e gbuo omunkwu, ubochi igu
a chowa acho. Emeka bu nwatakiri si na
nwata wee mara ihe. Maka na amamihe
kacha amamihe mmadu na-enwe bu

amamihe mmadu nyere onwe ya.
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N’ezie, okuko anaghi echefu onye
foro ya odu n’udummiri. Ndi Igbo si na
aku obula nwata ji were gbagbuo nnunuy,
na 0 bu okenye piaara ya. Emeka maara na
the obula o bu taa bu Ikechukwu. QO buru
na ¢ bughi Ikechukwu, uwa achiri ya taa
ma loo ya n’ejighi mmiri. N’ihi nke a,
Emeka na-emere lkechukwu ithe n’uzo di
iche iche na kwa n’otu o nwere ike iji
were gosl ya na ¢ bu nky onye kpara
n’okochi ka ¢ na-anya n’udummiri. O
zuru nnukwu ugboala opiachara garala
onu bunye Ikechukwu. O nweghi ugboala
a ga-eji tunyere ugboala ahuy o bunyere
Ikechukwu. Emeka na-ezidatakwara ya
ego o Ji eleta wugboala ahu anya.
Ikechukwu mekwara ka ndi mmadu mata
na o0 bu nwodibo ha na ya biburu bunyere
ya omaricha ugboala ahu. Kwa mgbe, kwa

mgbe, Emeka na-ezitara ya ego. Ego
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anaghizi ako Ikechukwu. O soghizikwa na
ndi na-asi ka onwa gwu tupu o nweta ego
n’ithi na ego na-adizi ya n’aka kwa oge
obula. Nke ahu bu akaoru Emeka. Ekele
diri Emeka. Maka na o bu mmadu ka e ji
eko. Mkpa obula Ikechukwu nwere ugbua,
0 bu Emeka na-egbo ya, o kachasi mkpa
ego. Emeka anaghi ele anya n’azu n’imere
Ikechukwu 1he oma n’ihi na o si na ¢ bu
Ikechukwu bu chi ya nke abug. Na ¢ buru
na ¢ wepu Ikechukwu, na ¢ maghi ebe 0
gaara 1no taa.

Mana, o nwere the oma kacha ihe
oma nille ahu Emeka na-emere
Ikechukwu. Kedu ihe bu ihe ahu? Kwa afo
obula, Ikechukwu nwee ogologo ezumike
n’ory ya, Emeka akporo ya laa ala bekee.
Ebe ahuy ka Ikechukwu ga-ang tutuu wee
ruo mgbe o ga-amalite oru. Q na-abu

Ikechukwu jechaa ya bu ezumike were
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lota, 0 di ka nwanyi e lere omugwo nke
oma. Ndi maara ya anaghizi amata ya
n’ihi na ihe oma anaghi ezo ezo. Maka na
ahu obula ¢ meziri nke oma na-angzi nke
oma ma na-akwokwa muru muru. Qzo
kwa di ka ibe ya bu na Emeka
echefughikwa umu Ikechukwu. Ha ano
aguchaala mahadum ma nwetachakwaa
ezigbo oru. Oru ha na-aryu dicha mma ma
dikwa uru. Mana Emeka na-emenyere ha
nke oma 1ji were na-echetara ha na
thunanya ahu di n’etiti ha na ya adaghi
mmiri. Na, kama ¢ ga-echefu ha, kama o
chefuo onwe ya. O bu eziokwu na umuy
Ikechukwu abachaala n’ulo, ndi nke
nwanyi aluchaala di, onye nke nwoke lug
nwanyi, mana Emeka gwara ha na onye
obula n’ime ha choro igbagota n’ala
bekee, o mee ka 0 mara. Na ¢ ga-akpogota
onye ahu n’aka oku, n’aka oku. Na ihe
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obula o ga-emere ha, na ¢ ga-emere ha ya.
Maka na ha kporo ya mmady mgbe uwa
na-ele ya anya n’isi. Emeka na-ezitakwara
onye obula n’ime ha ihe obula onye ahuy
choro n’aka ya. Umu Ikechukwu ahu niile
wekwaara Emeka di ka nwanne ha nwoke
no n’obodo oyibo. Emeka kwekwara ha
nkwa ma kwesie ha ike na onye obula
n’ime ha choro ikwaghari onodu ma
kwagota n’ala bekee, na 0 ng ya. Na nke
ahu agaghi ahiara onye ahu, n’thi na onye
nna ya no n’eluigwe anaghi aga
okummuo. O burukwanu na onye obula
n’ime ha choro ibia n’ala bekee zuo ike,
nsogbu obula adighi ya. Onye ahu biawa
mgbe onye ahu jiri chgo. QO bukwa mgbe
onye ahu jiri choo ka ¢ ga-eji laghachikwa
ebe o sirt bia ma ¢ chgo. Onye ahu
nochakwanu were lawa, aka nri ga-adi ya

mma. Aka ekpe adikwuazi ya mma.
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Kwa mgbe obula, Ikechukwu na
umu ya ji Emeka were na-eme ony. Otu ha
si ako maka Emeka na kwa ka ha sir1 were
Emeka, onye obula ng n’akuku ga-eche na
Emeka bu nwanne ha n’ime afo. Na o bu
otu nne ji ha na ya. Mana, o bu naani onye
maara ha nke oma na-amata na ha na
Emeka abughi otu gbara. Mana ndi bu otu
obara ma fug otu ara akaghi ha emekorita.
Uto ndu bu mmekorita. Onye obula o
dabaara gi na ya nke oma aburula nwanne
gi. Maka na ihe a na-achg n’ike oku bu
azu. O bu ya kpatara ndi Igbo ji ekwu
okwu were na-asi na nwanne di na mba.
Mana, onye obula nne ji gi na ya na-emesi
gi ike, na-emewa gi obi ma na-awunye gi
ose n’anya, bu onye iro gi. I kwesiri ka 1
zee ya ma zoo onwe gi. Maka na o

kwesighi ka mmadu huchaa isi were ga
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kpuo ya. N’ihi na onye gbachi nkiti iyi rie
ya, uta atagbuo ya.

Emeka ahapughikwa ndi mutara ya
na kwa ebe o siri puta. Q bukwa otu ahuy o
si emere Ikechukwu na umu ya ka o sikwa
emere ha. Maka na a naghi ahapu isiaka
wee gbawa uriom. N’ihi na mmiri gbula
na-ekwo ekwo nwere ebe o siri malite. O
bukwa ebe ahu o siri malite ka a maara di
ka isimmiri. O nweghizikwa ihe obula na-
ako ndi be Emeka ha. Ma nna Emeka, ma
nne Emeka, ma umunne ya, onye obula
na-ekele Chukwu ka O si were si n’aka
Emeka were gozie ha.
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ISI NKE IRIABUO NA ITOOLU

Ndi Igbo na-ekwu okwu were na-asi
onye anula ngo ma o buru na oyibo alaghi.
Onye obula no n’'uwa ekwukwala na o
gbalahula uwa n’9sgo. Naani onye
gbalahury uwa bu onye a donyere n’ime
ili. Maka na onye obula nwury anwu
amaghizi ithe uwa na-ako.
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Ikechukwu na nwunye ya aruzuola
oru bekee afo ole a na-aru ya. Ha awusala
owa n’oru bekee n’ihi na ngwere nokaria
n‘ubi o ghoro aghu. Maka na oke
mmonwu nokaria n’ogbo, umuazi awuo ya
aja. Nka na-akukwuziri ha aka n’uzo.
Maka na chi na-efo, mmadu a na-ejemi. Q
bughi afo ole mmaduy di taa ka o ga-adi
echi. N’1hi nke a, o kwesiri ka any1 ghota
na echi na-eme mmadu okenye ma na
unyahu na-eme mmadu nwata. N’oru
bekee, onye ruzuo ma kwusi oru, o nwere
ugwo ndi 0 ruoro oru ga-akwu ya. Ugwo
ahu a na-akwuy na-adikwa okpurukpu. O
bukwa ego ahu ka onye ahu ga-eji were
malite onodu ezumike nka ya. E mechaa a
ga-amalite kwuwazie onye ahu rucharala
oru ma ryzuo nwobere ego kwa onwa
obula ¢ ga-eji wee na-eneyere ndu ya aka

tutuu wee ruo mgbe o ga-ahapu uwa.
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O nwere ulooru o bu ha na-ahu
maka ndi ruzurula oru bekee ha na kwa
ego a na-akwu ha. Ma ego okpurukpu, ma
ego kwa gnwa, kwa gnwa, ¢ bu ulgoru ahu
na-ahucha maka ha. Onye obula ruzuru
oru bekee otu iwu gomenti siri were kwuo
buzikwa n’ulgory ahu ka ¢ ga-edo ihu ya
maka thazi onodu nke gma banyere ugwo
oruwere ya niile ndi gomenti ga-akwu ya.
O bukwa n’ulgoru ahu ka ¢ ga-ekpoputa
mpempe akwukwo niille o nwere na-
akowa maka onwe ya, otu o siri malite oru
bekee ya na kwa ka o siri ryo oru bekee
ma ruruo ya n’isi njedebe. QO buru na
akwukwo ndi a niile zuo oke, o chezia aka
wee nara ego niile e kwesiri ka a kwuo ya
maka oru o ryru na kwa nke a ga na-
akwuzi ya n’onwa n’onwa.

N’ezie, onye obula putara uwa a

kwesiri ima na uwa a no n’ihu, na o noghi
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n’azu. Onye obula matara n’ezie na uwa
no n’ithu anaghi enwe ogbatauhie n’ihe
obula 0 na-eme. Mana onye ¢bula na-eche
na uwa di n’azu na-adala n’olulu na ndu
ya. N’ulooru ahu na-ahu maka ndi
rucharala oru bekee ma ruzuo buzikwa ebe
Chichebem na-ary? 1 chetakwara ya?
Cheta ya n’ihi na ¢ bu nwatakiri ya na
ezinaulo lkechukwu birila, Chichebem
aguchaala mahadum were nwetazia oru
n'ulooru a. O bukwa na mahadum di
n’Enugwu ka o guru. O bu Egwuchukwu
na nwunye ya by Chinekwu zury ya ma
zuputa ya na Mahadum. Egwuchukwu na
Chinekwu nyeere ya aka o were nweta oru
n’ulooru ahu. Chichebem aluokwala di ma
muta ymu abuo. Ya na di ya bikwa
n’Enugwu. Chichebem sokwa na ndi
welitere isi n’ulooru ahu. Maka na 1 jechaa

elu ma jechaa ala, o0 bu n’elu okpoga
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Chichebem bu ebe ikpeazy ngwungwu
akwukwo gi ga-ejedebe tupu 1 natawa ego
gi. O bukwa Chichebem bu onyeory
ikpeazu ga-ebinye aka n’akwukwo 1j1 gosi
na 1 tozuru etozu n’inata ugwo niile ruoro
gi. O buru na Chichebem ebinyeghi aka
n’akwukwo gi, 1 mara na mmonwu gi
agaghi adata ihe obula. Na ¢ ga-agba aka
were laghachi.

Ubochi 1zizi Nnenna biara n’ulooru
ahy, Chichebem hury ya ma matakwa ya,
mana o hughi  Chichebem. Oge
Chichebem hury ya bu mgbe o batara
n’ime ulooru ha were na-ajuta otu onye
n’ime ndioru ha, ihe. Ozigbo, Chichebem
huru ya ma choputa na ¢ bu Nnenna,
nneyaukwu mgbe ahu, Chichebem were
nwayoo si n’oche ya bilie ma puo n’ezi.
Chichebem gakwara n’azu ulooru ha

kwuru ma chewe ihe ya na Nnenna ga-eje.
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Chichebem maara ihe Nnenna ji maka ya
were biawa n’ulooru ha. Maka na onye
obula ruchara oru bekee ma ruzuo, wee
bido pukwuteba ha oriri, na-abia maka
onu mmanu mmanu. Qzo kwa di ka ibe ya
bu na otu Nnenna dizi kowaara ya nke
oma na diochi erechaala mmanya o bu
wee gaa ahia, na o buzi mbubo ya ka ¢ na-
ewelatazi. Nnenna emewela agadi n’ihi na
uwa anaghi akwu otu ebe. Chichebem
n’onwe ya aburyla agbaranwanyi n’ihi na
ugboguru miri anyu atozuola.

Ka Chichebem na wuche ya
gbarikatara ihe ya na Nnenna ga-eje ma ¢
biakwute ya, anyammiri ju ya anya. O wee
malite bewe akwa. O na-ebe, 0 na-ezo ihu
ya n’thi na ¢ choghi ka onye obula mara
the kpatara o ji were na-ebe akwa. Gini
buteere Chichebem ya by anyammiri?
Unyahy ya! Uwa ya na be Nnenna!! Ije ya

206



na Nnenna!!! Ncheta azu n’aka Nnenna!!!
Ka Nnenna si wee burukwa onye ugbo
bubatara n’ibari ya, o bubeghi eziokwu.
N’ezie, Chukwu di egwu ma karichaa ywa
O kere. N’1hi nke a, onye obula kwesiri ka
o bie ndu ya n’ime Chineke n’ihi na uwa a
buru ibu ma na o pere ezigbo mpe. Ka
Chichebem na-ebe akwa ka o na-eche ihe
ya na nneyaukwu ahu ga-eje. Ma o bu ya
gbaghara ya ka o bu ya borg ugwo ihe o
mere ya? Ofu obi ya gwara ya ka ¢ borg
ugwo ihe ahu niile Nnenna mere ya n’ihi
na ¢ bu ya ka Chukwu ji were dubata ya
n’uloory ha. Na ihe ¢ ga-agba mbo were
mee bu thu na akwukwo Nnenna ahu niile
o chikgbara onu o ji aga ije maka ikwu ya
ugwo ula nka ya n’ory oyibo, funyuru
anya. Na ¢ buru na o mee nke a, nwanyi
ahu ewere anya ya hu nti ya ma burukwa

onye ije ya lara n’iyi.
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Echiche nke abuo biara ya n’obi
n’ebe ahu 0 no were na-ebe akwa bu ka o
gbaghara Nnenna ma chefuo ihe niile ahu
o mere ya, ka ngozi Chukwu were na-
abawanye uba n’isi ya. Obi ya nke abuo
ahy gwakwara ya ka o cheta na ¢ bu
Chukwu ka 1bo obo diiri na o bughi
mmadu. Na o kwesighi ka mmady were
the 0joo were kwuo ugwo ihe 0joo. Na o
kwesirt ka e were the oma were kwuo
ugwo ihe 0joo. Maka na ihe oma o¢bula
mmadu mere n’uwa na-ewetara onye mere
ya ngozi na mbulielu. Echiche ya a
mechakwara were chetara ya na o
nwekwara udiri agwa o ga-akpa, iwe
Chukwu adi oku n’ebe ¢ no. O si ya
matakwa na Chukwu nonyeere ya
kemgbe. Ka o hapukwa ime ithe ga-emebi
thunanya niile Chukwu nwere n’ebe ¢ no.

Na ¢ buru na o zofio okpa, Chukwu ga-

208



akwusi mmesooma Ya niile n’ebe ya bu
Chichebem no. The o0zo echiche
Chichebem gwara ya bu na o siri ya ka o
matakwa na o bu Chukwu na-eche ya
kemgbe, na o bughikwa ya na-echedo
onwe ya. Na o buru na ¢ gbachi nkiti,
onwunwa a biakwutere ya ugbua were
nwata ya, na 9 ga-ebekwa akwa ndeeri ma
kwaa nnukwu amakwaara n’'uwa a 0o no
n’ime ya. Na ¢ mara ihe gma ¢ ga-emere
Nnenna ka o meere ya ka Nnenna mata na
uwa a juputara na nkuzi na mmuta, na uwa
di nso mana otere aka.

O buzi echiche ikpeazu a ka
Chichebem weere. Ozigbo obi ya nabatara
echiche ya nke abug ahu, o hichaa anya ya
abuo ma baghachikwa n’ime ulooru ha.
Oge o batara, Nnenna apugla. Chichebem
malitere ruwakwa oru ya. O nweghi onye
obula n’ime ndioru ha ma ihe merenu. O
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nweghikwa onye ¢ choro ka ¢ mata, maka
na ¢ choghi mgbazigonu obula ga-ebiri ya
adimnamma ya na Chineke. Ka oru
gbasara ubochi ahy, Chichebem jikwa obi
uto were laa na be ya. The kacha were na-
enye ya onu bu na Chukwu choro ka
Nnenna mata na ithe 0joo adighi mma ka
mmadu na-eme ya. Maka na onye obula
na-eme ihe 0j00 ga-anatariri ntaramahuhu
ya. Na ihe kacha mma n’uwa a bu mmadu
ibi ezigbo ndu ma hukwa mmadu ibe ya
n’anya. lThe 0zo kwa Chichebem ji were
abu otito were na-alakwuru ndi be ya bu
na mgbe obula Nnenna jiri mechaa hy ya
n’ulooru ha, na ¢ ga-ahukwa na omeji ahu
0 tabiri erutela nnukwu ji. Na o bu aziza
ahu o tufuru buzikwa aziza e jizi aza ezi.
Ugbua, Chukwu emeela ka Nnenna were
aziza ahu o juburu aju ma tufuo were zaa
ezi.
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Ka Chichebem laruru na be ya, o
kooro di ya ithe o huru n’ulooru ha ma
gwakwa ya mkpebi ya. Di ya kelee ya ma
gwakwa ya na mkpebi ya ahy amaka. Na ¢
kwadoro mkpebi ya ahu ma kwurukwa ya
n’azy. Di ya gwakwara ya na onye obula
Chukwu na-emere ihe oma ekwesighikwa
ime ithe 0joo ka Chukwu wee ghara iju
onye ahu ajyu. Na onye ihe 0joo
kwesikwara ka o mewe 1the oma ka
Chukwu wee meere ya amara. Mana, onye
the 0joo obula toro ute n’elu ithe 9joo,
ewerela aka ya were kee onwe ya agbu
n’uwa 0 ng na ya na kwa ebe o na-aga ma
0 hapu uwa a. Mana, onye na-eme ihe oma
bu onye ¢ kuliri elu ma n’ihu nke mmadu,
ma n’ithu nke Chukwu. Onye ihe oma,
unyahy ya na echi ya na-abu ihe onu.
Mgbe obula e chetara ya, e gorie. Mana
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onye ihe 0joo, onye obula chetara ya na-

abupu as¢ ma gbapu ngiri.

ISI NKE IRIATO

Ubochi Ikechukwu chi akwukwo ya
were gaa n’ulooru Chichebem ha, egwu
di. Ozigbo Chichebem huru ya, o were si
n’oche walirt ma werekwa nnukwu obi uto
ga makuo ya. Nwantakiri ihe ka ¢ forg ka
0 kwatuo ya n’ala. Chichebem makudosiri
ya ike were na-ekele ya. Ka ¢ na-ekele ya,
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ka anyammiri na-atysisi ya n’anya.
Anyammiri obi uto na obi onu. O tukwara
Ikechukwu n’anya na ¢ hury Chichebem
n’uloporu ahu. E mechaa, Chichebem
kporo ya gaa na teburu ya ma bunye ya
oche ka o nodu ala. Chichebem kowaara
ya na 0 buzi ebe ahy ka ¢ na-ary. Na ¢
luopla di ma mutakwa umu abuo.
Chichebem gbaghariri ozigbo wee cheere
ya 0j1. Obi Ikechukwu juputara n’onu. QO
nyekwara Chukwu otito n’isi Chichebem.
Oge Ikechukwu na Chichebem na-
akparitazi uka ka Chichebem gwara ya na
0 gaghi enye onwe ya nsogbu obula na
mgbaghari banyere ego ula oru ha. Na
naani ithe ¢ ga-eme bu ka o chitara ya
akwukwo ya niile banyere nke ahu ma
lawazia. Na ¢ bu ya ga-eme mgbaghari
niile di na ya ma hukwa na o nwetachara
the niile ruoro ya. Na o buru na ya bu
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Chichebem ruchaa ihe kwesiri ka o ruo, o
kpozia ya ka ¢ bia were ego ya. Na o ga-
agbakwa mbo hu na ego a na-enye ya kwa
onwa akpughi okpa n’ala ma vya
foduzikwa 1da mmiri. Maka na okuko
anaghi echefu onye foro ya odu
n’udummiri. Ikechukwu kelere ya nke
oma ma kelekwuazi Chineke n’isi ya. Oge
Ikechukwu kwadoro ka ¢ laghachi be ya,
Chichebem dupuru ya. Ka Chichebem na-
edupu ya, Ikechukwu juru Chichebem ma
0 huru nwunye ya bu Nnenna ubochi 0
biara n’ulooru ha, Chichebem were si ya
mba. Ikechukwu were gwa Chichebem na
nwunye bu ya uzo were bia. Chichebem
were si ya na mgbe 0zo o ga-abia, na ¢ ga-
ahu ya. lkechukwu jukwara Chichebem
ebe ya na di ya na ymuy ha bi n’Enugwu.
Chichebem gwa ya. O kelere Chichebem

ma gwakwa ya ka ha na-ebi nke oma.
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Ozigbo lkechukwu banyere ugboala ya,
Chichebem feere ya aka ma laghachikwa
n’ulooru ya.

Ozigbo Ikechukwu larutere na be ya,
the izizi o jiri kelee nwunye ya bu
Chichebem. Ka ¢ kochaara Nnenna maka
Chichebem, Nnenna ekwughi okwu. Ihe
Nnenna si n’onu ya were nu metutara ya
nke ukwu. O bu ya kpatara onu jiri tachie
ya. Nnenna mechaa baa n’imeulo ha ga
dina ala. N’ebe ahu o dina ala, o chee
n’thu, o chee n’azu. O mechara were
choputa na ihe niile 0 mere n’azu na-esezi
elu ma na-angchiziri ya uzo. O maghi ihu
na anya 9 ga-eji were hu Chichebem. Ka ¢
gachara mkpuru wubochi abuo ¢ no
n’echiche, o wee gakwuru di ya were rig
ya ka o duje ya na be Chichebem ka o ga
ri0 ya mgbaghara n’thi agwa 0jo0 ©

kpasoro ya. Ikechukwu kwetara ya ma
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meere ya ihe o rioro ya. Ikechukwu buuru
nwunye ya wee choro ebe Chichebem ha
bi were gawa. Ubochi ha gara ije a bu
ubochi Satodee. N’oge mgbede ubochi
ahu ka ha jiri rute ebe ahu. Chichebem no
ya. Di ya nokwa ya. Umu ha mutara
nokwu n’ulo. Ozigbo Chichebem huru ha,
o ji obi Chineke were nabata ha na be ya.
O kowakwaara di ya ndi ha bu. Ugbua, di
ya ewerela anya ya abuo were hu ndi ahu
o nurula maka ha na nti.

N’egbughi oge, Nnenna gburu
ikpere ya abuo n’ala, n’ithu Chichebem. O
rioro Chichebem aririo ka o gbaghara ya
n’thi na ¢ mejoro ya nnukwu. Di
Chichebem gwara ya ka o si ebe ahu o
sekpu ala kulie n’ihi na okenye anaghi
esekpuru onye o torg, n’ala. Nnenna
nabatakwara ihe di Chichebem gwara ya.

O were bilie ma nodukwa ala n’oche ya.
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Anyammiri were juputa ya n’ahy ya niile.
Ka o na-ario Chichebem ka o na-ebe
akwa. Q na-ebe, 0 na-ario Chichebem ka o
kworo maka Chukwu wee chefuo unyahuy
ma gbaghara ya. Ma lkechukwu, ma di
Chichebem sokwa wee riowa Chichebem
ka ¢ nabata aririo mgbaghara nneyaukwu
na-arig ya. Chichebem jikwa anyammiri
were gwa ha na o nabatala aririo ya. Ha
niille kelee ya. Tupu Ikechukwu na
Nnenna alaghachi n’ulo ha, di Chichebem
na Chichebem nyekwara ha o0ji ma
zutakwara ha mmanya.

Ka Ikechukwu na Nnenna
larutere n’ulo ha, Nnenna were kelee di
ya. Ka o kelechara di ya, o were si di ya na
0 bughi naani Chichebem ka o ga-ario
mgbaghara. Na o ga-ario ndi niile o
mejoro na ndu ya, mgbaghara. Na ¢ buzi

ugbua ka o choputara n’ezie na onye ihe
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0j00 na-ato n’uzo. Mana, onye ezigbo
omume na-ejeru ije ya n’isi ma laruokwa
n’ulo ya. O nokwa ebe ahu ozigbo were
sekpuru ala were malite riowa di ya bu
Ikechukwu ka ¢ gbaghara ya na mmejo
niile 0 mejoro ya kemgbe o lutara ya. Na ¢
bu ugbua ka anya doro ya o were mata na
ya bu Nnenna ruruy ala ka ezi ma meryo ala
ka nwamkpi. Di ya nabatara aririo ya.
Mana o gwara ya ka o soro ya kelewe
Chukwu n’1ihi na ¢ bu site n’ike Chukwu
na amara Ya ka ha abuo jiri bikaa nka. Na
the otutu ndi enyi ya na-aju ya kwa mgbe
obula ya na ha nokoro by, “Kedu otu gi na
nwunye gi ahu si wee bikonwuo onu wee
biruo ugbua” Naani ihe m na-asa ha bu na
0 bu sgoso Chukwu ga-akowanwu nke
ahu.

Oge o gachara otu izuuka

Ikechukwu na Nnenna gara na be
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Chichebem, Nnenna riokwara di ya ka o
duje ya na be Egwuchukwu na nwunye ya
bu Chinekwu. O gwara di ya na ¢ bu
ugbua ka o cheghariri nke oma ma
chegharia n’ime Chineke. Ncheghari ya
na-eneykwa Ikechukwu nnukwu onu.
N’ihi na mmadu ekwesighi ka o were ajo
omume ya laa n’ili. Maka na ncheghari
adighi n’ala ili. Mmadu obula no ndu
kwesiri o na-eto, 0 na-edozi ndu ya ma na-
akwado onwe ya nke oma maka ilakwuru
onye kere ya n’ithi na uwa abughi ebe
obibi. Mgbe Ikechukwu na Nnenna rutere
na be Egwuchukwu na Chinekwu, di na
nwunye ahu no n’ulp ha. Oge Nnenna
riochara ha mgbaghara, di na nwunye ahuy
nwere nnukwu onu n’aririo mgbaghara ¢
biara rio ha n’ihi na obi uto a na-enwe na
ncheghari onye njo na-akari obi mwute e

nwere na ndu 0joo ya. Maka na onye
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obula gbaghaara onye njo aburula onye
Chukwu gbaghaara njo ya.

Ikechukwu na Nnenna kelekwara ha
maka mbo pury iche ha gbara n’isi
Chichebem. Ha mekwara ka Egwuchukwu
na nwunye ya bu Chinekwu mata na ha
agaala na be Chichebem.

N’ezie, obi anaghi ezu ike ma ¢ buru
na echiche ahapughi ya aka. Maka na yra
anaghi abia n’anya ma o buru na obi
ebupuchaghi ihe nyidoro ya. N’ihi nke a,
nti anaghitkwa ezu ike ma ¢ buru na ¢
tachaghi the 0 kpu n’onu. Nnenna gwara
Ikechukwu na obi agaghi eru ya ala ma ¢
buru na aririo ya ejezughi ije a o malitere
ma ruo n’isi. “Q foduru Chinyere na
Emeka. O bury na m ahughi ha, ma rig ha
mgbaghara, obi agaghi eru m ala. Ang m
n’oku. Obi m na-apia m utari kwa mgbe

obula. Achoro m ka m hukwuo ha ma rio
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ha mgbaghara ka m wee mara ma ahy ¢
ga-ajukwa m oyi. Ma obi m ¢ ga-akwusi
ipia m utari. Di m, emefioro m nnukwu
n’'uwa a. Uwa m 0z9, 0 gaghi adi otu a.
Aga m ebi ndu ka nwa Chukwu.” The a bu
okwu Nnenna gwara di ya ka ha si na be
Egwuchukwu na Chinekwu were bata.

Ebe 0zo Ikechukwu bu Nnenna were
gaa bu na be Chinyere. Chinyere aluola di.
Ya na di bi n’Enugwu. lkehcukwu maara
ebe ha bi n’thi na o na-eje eleta ha.
Chinyere agurughi akwukwo ya na
Mahadum. Ebe o gudebere bu na
sekondiri nke ukwu. O bukwa Ikechukwu
zuru ya. Chinyere ji aka ya were kwuo na
0 choghi iga Mahadum maka ndi be ha.
Na o buru na ¢ banye Mahadum, na aguu
ga-egbucha ha tupu ¢ guchaa akwukwo
were chota oru. O gara muo oru ikwa

akwa. Q bukwa Ikechukwu huru maka oru
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ahu o0 muru. Q bukwa mgbe 0 na-amu oru
ahu ka ¢ luru di. Kemgbe ahu, o bu ya bu
Chinyere bu na nne ya na nna ya, na
umunne ya na-eri nri. Akwukwo umunne
ya na-agu, 0 bu Chinyere na-ahu maka ya.
Chukwu na-agozikwa Chinyere n’akwa ¢
na-akwa. Chinyere amutala umuy ato.
Umunwoke abug na otu nwanwanyi.
Ozigbo Ikechukwu na Nnenna
batara na be Chinyere, Chinyere na di ya
no ya. Ha kelere Chukwu na ha kwudoro
ha n’ulo maka na ha agwaghi ha na ha na-
abia. Ha dara ha mberede ij1 were nweta
the ha na-achg. Ozigbo Chinyere hury
nneyaukwu, nnukwu nkyja kpara ya. O
wee were nwayoo baa n’imeulo ha wee
nodu ebe ahy bewe akwa. Onye nyeziri
Ikechukwu na Nnenna oche buzi di
Chinyere. Mgbe di Chinyere na ndi
chotara ha chekatara Chinyere ka o puta
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bia kelee ha nke gma, Chinyere aputaghi.
Di Chinyere were banye n’imeulo ha were
hu na Chinyere na akwa na-eme. Di ya
amarala ithe mereny. Maka na onye ¢bula
a tuorg ilu were kowaara ya, mara na ego
¢ jirt lup nne ya lara n’iyi. Q rioro
Chinyere ka ¢ kwusi ibe akwa ma hichaa
anyammiri juru ya n’ihu, ma werekwa ihu
ocha nabata ndi biara na be ha. Chinyere
mere ithe di ya gwara ya. Mgbe Chinyere
putara were na-ekele Ikechukwu na
Nnenna, ha choputakwara na ihu adighi ya
bu ebulu, mma. Q-0 ihe ¢ ga-abu. Maka
na o nweghi onye obula mmiri mara akwa
o yi n’ahy agaghi ede mmiri. Ozigbo
Chinyere putara were nodu ala n’oche,
Nnenna gbuo ikpere naabgo n’ala n’ihu
Chinyere were malite riowa ya ka o
gbaghara ya. Ozigbo Nnenna mere nke a,

o0 malite bewe akwa n’thu Chinyere na
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kwa di ya. Chinyere n’onwe ya sikwa
n’oche ebe ahu o tukwu, daa n’ala ma
malitezia nke bu akwa. Nnenna sizikwuo
n’ala ebe ahu o sekpu ala were
togborokwuo n’ala. Akwa were hig. Gini
na-eti ha the? Chinyere na-echeta unyahu
ya n’ebe Nnena no. The ¢ gabigara n’aka
Nnenna. Nnenna n’onwe ya na-echeta ihe
o mere nwa mmadu. Mmegbu o megburu
Chinyere. Ikechukwu na di Chinyere
banyere n’oru ozigbo. Ka Ikechukwu na-
ario Chinyere ka o kwusi ibe akwa, ka di
Chinyere na-arig9 Nnenna ka o mechie onu
ya ma hichaa anyammiri juru ya anya. Q
na-abu e gwujie ji ody, e tukwuru ala were
gwuputa odu ya. Maka na ¢ bughi ubochi
e gbuturu osisi ka ¢ na-akponwu. O na-
abu a wuchaa ogige, okpa akowaa ihe a

wutara.
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Mgbe ndi na-ebe akwa kwusiri akwa
ha na-ebe, akwa obi mwute, ebe obula
were juo oyi, Chinyere gwakwara
nneyaukwu na ¢ nabatara aririo ya. N’ihi
na onye obula mefioro were rio
mgbaghara maka mmefio ya, na o kwesiri
ka a gbaghara ya. Na mmadu obula
Chukwu kere kwesiri igba mbo hu na ihe
obula ¢ na-eme n’uwa na-aga n’usoro nke
Chineke. Maka na onye obula e ji ezigbo
obi were 110 aririo, 0 wee ju inabata aririo
a riorg ya, na onye ahu ga-anatariri
ntaramahuhu kpu oku n’onu maka nke
ahu. Ka e mechara, mgbe Ikechukwu na
Nnenna choro ilaghachi na be ha,
Chinyere na di ya dupuru ha. Ka
Ikechukwu bu Nnenna n’ugboala ya were
na-ala, Nnenna kelere ya nke oma maka
1je ahu ha biara. N’ihi na ¢ maara nke oma

na o0 bu maka Ikechukwu ka aririo niile
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ahu ¢ na-ario ndi o mejoro ji wee na-adaru
ala ma na-amitakwa mkpuru oma. Na 0
buru na ¢ bughi Ikechukwu, na aririo niile
ahu ga-abu nke ga-ekoro n’elu. Maka na o
maara na o mejoro ma mefio nnukwu na
ndu ya. E wepu di ya, uwa aju ya, ju aririo
ya, ma jukwuo ozu ya.

O foduziri Emeka. Ka ¢ riokwuo ya
mara ma Q ga-agbagharakwa ya. Mana nke
ahu bu mgbe Emeka lgtara na Najjiria.
Ozigbo Emeka gbara okpa na Naijiria,
Ikechukwu ziri ya ozi were si ya “A huru
onye ka a hury ya na be ya” Emeka anaghi
eji the onula nnayaukwu gwara ya were
na-egwuri egwu. Q chooro Ikechukwu
gawa na be ya ka ¢ hu ya ma marakwa ihe
0 na-akporo ya. Ozigbo Emeka batara na
be Ikechukwu, Nnenna gara makudo ya
were bido bewe akwa, riowa ya ka o

gbaghara ya n’ihi na o mejoro ya nnukwu.
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Na o buru na o gbaghaghiri ya, na ¢ ga-
anwu. Na kemgbe o hubeghi ya anya na
obi ya na-acho iji utari piagbuo ma pigbuo
ya n’ihi ihe 0joo 0 mere ya. Na ya ibu ariri
were nwuo, na iji obi udo were nwuo, ka
ya bu Emeka were otu. Na ihe oma kacha
the oma ¢ ga-emere ya bu Nnenna bu ka o
nabata aririo o na-ario ya nakwa ka o
gbaghara ya ma chefuo ihe 0joo niile o
mere ya. Ebe ahu ¢ badoro Emeka, jidesia
ya aka ike wee were anyammiri na-arig ya
mgbaghara, ka Emeka buliri ihu ya elu ma
butuokwa ya ala. O wee fifio n’isi ma
hulatakwa 1si ya ala. Anyammiri puog
nwoke n’anya ozigbo. O tinyere aka
n’akpa akwa ya were weputa mpempe
akwa ocha o ji, wee were ya hichaa anya
ya. Q gwara nneyaukwu na ¢ nula ihe o
kwuru. Na o gbagharala ya. O gwakwara

nneyaukwu ka ¢ hapuzia ihe ndi ahu niile

227



n’ihi na ha agaala. Na ihe ha ga na-echezi
maka ya ugbua by maka odiniihu.

N’ezie, ebe obula mmadu bi
na-akpa aka na ndu onye ahy. Kemgbe
Emeka kwakoorgo ngwongwo ya lakwuru
ndi ocha n’ihi oru ya, ndu ya gbanworo.
Ndu ya na-eyitezikwa ndu ndi o bi na nke
ha. Emeka bu onye Igbo. O bughi onye
ocha. Mana agwa ya na omume ya
juputaziri n’udiri ndu ndi o bi na be ha na-
ebi. Udiri omume o mesoro Nnenna
ubochi ahu mere ka Nnenna mata na
mmadu kwesiri ka 0 na-eme omume ma
na-akpa agwa ka Chukwu kere ya. There
onwe Nnenna mere Nnennna n’ubochi ahu
n’ihi na o jirila aka ya were choputa na
agwa 0j0oo niile ahu o kpasoro Emeka bu
onwe ya ka o mere ya ma kpasuokwa chi
ya iwe. Nnenna bekwara nnukwu akwa

mwute n’ubochi ahu iji were gosiputa
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udiri uta ¢ na-ata onwe ya na kwa otu chi
ya si were na-abo ya ntgo ma na-eme ya
mme-e-e. Q di ya ka si malitekwa uwa
n’ist ka o megharia omume n’thi na
omume o0 mesoro ndi mmadu no na mkpa
gbakwutere ya mgbe ¢ no n’uju ghoro ya
ahia. Mana ubochi agaala. Ohere uywa
nyere ya bu nke o kponyere aja. O bu ya
ka o jirt di mma ka e were ututu chowa
ewu oji tupu chi ejie. Maka na a kwoghi
mmiri mgbe ¢ di n’obookpa, o tofee
ikpere okpa ma toruo n’akpiri. O
burukwanu na o nweghi onye kpoputara
onye n9 na mmiri ahy, mmiri erinyyo
onye ahu anya. N’ebe Nnenna no, o gaghi
echefu Ikechukwu. N’ithi na e wepu
Ikechukwu, mmiri erie ya ma rinyuo ya
anya. Mana, marakwa na onye mmiri riri

anaghi anwu ezigbo onwu.
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Ndi Igbo si na utara anaghi ada n’ala
wee gbara aka aja. QO bughi naani na
Nnenna emeziela yzo ya na nwanne ya
nwoke bu Emeka o mezikwara yzo ya na
nwanyl bu nne Emeka, site n’irio ya
mgbaghara maka agwa 0joo ya n’ebe
Emeka no. N’ihi udiri agwa ahu ¢ kpasoro
Emeka, thu ya na nwanne ya nwanyi
anaghizi ejekorita. Maka na ihe e mere
aturu di ebulu 1we. Mana ka o riochara
Emeka mgbaghara, Emeka mekwara ka
nne ya, nna ya na ymunne ya niile ma
gbaghara Nnenna n’ihi na ndu a no n’'uwa
a na-agwu agwu. O kwesight ka mmadu
na-ecburu mmadu ibe ya iwe n’obi,
kachasi onye rioro ka a gbaghara ya n’ihe
0joo obula o mere. Ikechukwu kelekwara
Emeka nke oma otu o si were gosiputa
nwunye ya na iwe nwanne anaghi eru
n’okpukpu. Na Emeka emeela ka
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nneyaukwu bu Nnenna ghota na ogwu
obula mmadu koro ibe ya na-abu o
mechaa ire n’ahu onye a koro ya, o
laghachitekwa n’ahu onye korg ya were
gosi onye ahu na okuko obula a gwotara
n’ogwu na-eso ogwu ala. Maka na uru
obula adighi n’ukwu ukpana. N’ihi na o
nweghi ihe ogirisi na-erite na mmonwu.
Oge Emeka nozuru izu ole o
ga-ang na Naijiria, ¢ laghachikwara n’ala
bekee, n’ebe 0 no were na-aru oru ma
burukwa ebe ya na ndi be ya bi. Tupu o
laghachi, o nyere Nnenna ihe onyinye di
iche iche na ego di okpurukpu. O
gwakwara Nnenna na ¢ buru na o nwee
nsogbu obula, o mee ka o0 mara. Emeka
esila n’agwa ndi ahu ¢ na-akpaso Nnenna
were Nnenna gosi na uzo kacha mma
mmadu ga-esi were na-egosiputa na ¢ bu

ezigho onye uka ma burukwa nwa nke
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Chukwu bu site n’idi na-eme omume ka
Chukwu siri choo. O kwesiri ka mmadu
na-eme ezigbo omume ma na-agbasokwa
usoro oma niile Chukwu kuziere vya.
N’ezie, ndu oma mmadu jiri bia n’'uwa ka
o ji alakwuru onye kere ya. Mana ndu
0joo mmadu birt n’uwa na-eme ka uwa

kpotoo ma kputoo onye ahu.

ISI NKE IRIATO NA OTU

Ugbua, Nnenna bizi n’ulouka, uka
biri n’obi ya. O cheghariala ma
chigharikwa na ndu ya. Nnenna ugbua
abughizi Nnenna mgbe ahu. Nnenna
agbakwurula Chukwu ma  gbabaga
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Chukwu n’tme. Ndu ya agbonwoola
kpamkpam. Ahu ya niille bu ncheghari.
Aririo ya niile na ekpere ya kwa ututy,
kwa ehihie, kwa abali bu ka Chukwu
gbaghara ya ma meere ya ebere n’ihi na o
mejoro ya nnukwu na ndu ya. Na ike niile
0 kpara mgbe o nwere ike bu ike lara
n’iyi. Maka na ike obula mmadu na-
akpaghi n’ime Chukwu bu ike aja juputara
n’ime ya. Mana onye obula ji Chukwu
kere ya were kpaa ike, ndu ya aburu so
1gba. Maka na ¢ bu ebe Chukwu no ka ndu
di. Kwa mgbe obula, Nnenna na-ekpe
ekpere, ¢ chiri anyammiri n’aka wee na-
ario Chukwu ka O kegharia ya n’ihi na
ndu ya bu ndu agwo na akpi juputara
n’ime ya. Ndu 9joo! Na ndu ya rere ure
ma jogbuo onwe ya na njo. Na ihe ¢ na-
ario Chukwu bu ka QO gbaghara ya ma

were ya kuziere umunwanyi ndi ahu ka
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na-ebi udiri ndu ahu o biri, the ma
werekwa ya bu Nnenna doo ha aka na nti
ka ha wepu aka enwe n’ofe tupu ¢ ghoro
aka mmady. Ma mee ka ha kwusi igba
udele aku n’ihi na udele abughi anu oriri.
N’ihi otu aririo o na-ario Chukwu ka
O gbaghara ya mmehie ya, siri di ya n’obi,
Nnenna malitere otu ohuru n’ulouka ha.
Otu ahu o bidoro bu ya cheputara ya ma
hibekwa ya. Aha otu a bu OTU MAKA
ILUSO MMEGBU A NA-EMEGBU
UMUODIBO NA MMEGIDE A NA-
EMEGIDE HA, OGU. Oru otu a bu ikwu
okwu kwa mgbe, kwa mgbe, banyere
agwa 0jo0 a na-akpaso umuodibo. Otu a
na-ekpekwa ekpere kwa mgbe obula ka
ndi obula na-eme udiri omume ahu
chegharia n’thi na ihe ha na-eme di
Chukwu njo. Kwa uka obula, otu a nke

Nnenna by onyeisi ha na-ekwu okwu were
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na-ekwugide mmegbu jogburu onwe ya a
na-emegbu umuaka na-agbara ndi mmadu
odibo. Ndi otu a na-agwa ndi nwere odibo
n’ulo ha, ka ha mata na nwatakiri na-
agbara ha odibo abughi ohu. Q bughikwa
osu. Na o bu otu ahu ha sir1t muta umu ha,
ka e sirt muo umuaka ndi ahu. Na ihe
umuaka ndi ahu jiri biawa odibo na be ha
bu maka ihe isitke. O buru na o diiri nne
na nna mutara ha, mma, na ha agaghi
ahapu be ha were bia biri na be mmadu.
Na 1he obula 1 mere nwa mmadu, na
Chukwu ga-apiarirt gi utar1 maka ya.
Onye obula na-emegbu odibo vya
chegharia ugbua n’ihi na okuko chi umu
anaghikwa efe n’elu. Onye obula na-
emegbu odibo kwesikwara ka ¢ mata na o
nweghi onye kpo umu nke ya ala mmuo.
N’ime ozioma ndi otu a bu Otu
Maka Iluso Mmegbu A Na-Emegbu
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Umuodibo Na Mmegide A Na-Emegide
Ha, Ogu na-emekwa ka ndi mmadu mata
na otutu oge na odibo na-aka aba uru karia
umu ha mutara. Na o nwekwara ike odibo
ahu o na-emegbu aburu onye o ga-
agbakwuru ka o nyere ya aka n’odiniihu.
Na ya bu Nnenna ji onwe ya wee mara na
the ahu na-eme eme. Otu a na-agwakwa
umunwanyi ka ha mata na mmegbu obula
ha na-eme ndiodibo ha na nzuzo, ma nke
ha na-eme ha n’the, na ha ga-anata
ntaramahuhu 1he niille ha mere. Ka
Chukwu na-ata ha ahuhu, ka o na-atakwa
ezinaulo ha. Iwu bu na ha ga-ekporiri ihe
ha zakgbara. O kweghi ha okpukpo, ha
agbawa nje. Otu ahu na-emekwa ka
umunwoke ndi luru nwanyi mata na o by
oru diir1 ha thu na ha na-echekwa odibo ha
na ha bi nke oma ma hukwa na mmiri
abaghi ha nti. Na nwoke obula kwesiri ka
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0 mara ka nwunye ya na odibo ya na ha bi,
si ang. QO bukwa oru diiri nwoke 1zoputa
odibo ng na be ya ma mmiri erughi eru
malite maba ya. Nwoke obula kwesikwara
1ma na otu ahu o siri buru nna ymu ya ka o
sikwuazi buru nna odibo ha na ya bi.
Maka na ihe obula mere odibo bi n’ulo,
the 1zizi a ga-aju ma nwoke 0 nokwa n’ulo
ahu.

Mgbe Nnenna malitere otu a, ndi
mmadu pere mpe. Mana ugbua, onuogu
ndi mmadu no n’otu a kariziri onuogu ndi
mmadu no n’ulguka ha. Onyeisi ndi otu a
niile bu Nnenna, na-agwakwa ndi niile by
ndi otu a ka onye obula n’ime ha na-
ckwusa maka otu a ma na-ekwugidekwa
mmegbu 0jo¢ a na-emegbu ndi odibo
n’ebe ha nocha. Ebe onye ng, o0 na-ekwu
maka ya. Q na-ekwu maka ya, ¢ na-agba

ama maka ya, ¢ na-agba ama maka udiri
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iwe Chukwu ga-abiakwute ndi na-echi
odibo onu n’ala.

Ndi Igbo si na otu iko mmanya
anaghi atu akpiri. Nnenna gara chota ulo
were mepee ulooru ga na-ahu maka ndi
odibo a na-emegbu emegbu ma na-
alukwara ha ogu. O tinyerekwara ndi oru
ebe ahu. Ebe ulooru ahu di bukwa
n’Asata. Ndi Igbo si na nnunu ¢obula na-
agba egwu n’iro, na ihe na-akuryu ya igba
no n’ime ohia. Maka na mmonwu obula
na-akpa ike n’ogbo, the na-akuru ya ekwe
no n’imeulg. Mgbe Emeka nury maka otu
a Nnenna malitere, 0 toro ya uto nnukwu.
O jukwara ase, e were kowaara ya na ya
bu otu na-agbasa ka oku uguru. Emeka
wee budatara Nnenna ego ka o were
malitezia otu ahu na mgbowaisi. Q bukwa
Emeka tutara aro ka otu ahu nwee ulooru

na kwa ndi oru. Na o ga-agbakwa mbo
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were hu na ndi ocha na-alu udiri ogu ahu
otu ha ahu na-alu na mba uwa niile, weere
otu ahu di ka otu ngalaba ha na Naijjiria.
Emeka mezukwara nkwa niille ahu o
kwere. Nke a mere ka otu ahu na-edezi
ude ma na-ewukwa nnukwu owuwu, ma
n’Enugwu ma na Naijjiria.

Otu a mechara malite gawa n’ulg
n’ulo na-agwa ndi mmady ka ha na-
akpachapuru odibo ha na ha bi, anya. Ka
ha hapu imegide odibo ¢obula ha na ha bi.
Ha na-agwakwuazi ndi na-emegide odibo
ha ka ha kwusi omume di otu ahu n’ihi na
udirt agwa di otu ahu di njo n’ihu
Chukwu. Mgbe obula ha na-aga udiri ije a,
ha na-ejicha ihe onyinye di iche iche ha
na-enye odibo no n’ulo ha biara gbasaa
ozioma maka onodu odibo n’ezinaulg. Ihe
onyinye ndi ha na-enye ndi odibo bu
akwa, achichabekee, ncha, ude,
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akwaimeahu, akpukpoukwu, iyorinti,
akwukwo, ma nke ogugu, ma nke odide,
mkpisiakwukwo, okpu, mgbaaka, dgz. The
ndi a niile bu ala bekee ka e si were na-
ezidatara ya ulgoru Nnenna ha n’Asata.
Ha na-agwakwa ndi odibo n’ime
mgbasaozi ha na-eme, ka bia kpesara ha
agwa 0jo0 obula maobu omume 0j00
obula ruru inyi ndi ha bi na nke ha mesoro
ha.

Ndi otu a malitekwara kpupuwa ndi
maobu onye obula mesoro odibo ha na ya
bi omume ka a na-emeso anuohia
n’uloikpe. Ha na-agba udiri ndi di otu ahuy
akwukwo ma sikwa n’aka ha kpoputa
odibo ahu ha na-achg ka ha pigbuo. Ha
na-enyekwara aka were na-eleta otutu ndi
odibo mmiri tabidoro n’uzo, anya. N’ezie,
0 na-adi mma ka ihe mee mmadu maka na

0 bu site n’ithe mere mmadu ka onye ahu
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ga-esi were muta ihe. N’ihi na o bu naani
onye huru mmuo maara ka isi mmuo na-
aha. Maka na ¢ bu onye jere Oru ka azu
na-eju akpa. The mere Nnenna, o wee mara
the. O sikwa na nghota na mmuta o nwere
wee kuziere uwa ihe. Gi onwe gi, kedu uru
1 baara uwa? Kedu ebe 1 no n’uwa?
Kedukwanu ozi i nwere maka ywa? Onye
obula kwusi mmegbu ka uwa Chukwu
kere bu so mma nabata anyi ma baa anyi

niile.
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