Anatomy and Physiology

Wolof vocabulary

English translation

Part of speech

Notes

Awra b-

Reproductive organs

Noun

Euphemism

Baaraamu loxo b- Finger Noun Compound word; 'baaraamu loxo' literally translates to 'finger of the arm’
Baaraamu tank b- Toes Noun Compound word, 'baaraamu tank' literally translates to 'finger of the leg'
Baat b- Neck Noun

Bakkan b- Nose Noun

BE&f b- Teeth Noun

Bét b- Eye Noun Singular; plural form is 'gét y-'

Biir b- Abdomen Noun

Butit b- Intestine Noun

Cus b- Breast Noun

Déegéej y- Molars Noun

Dénn b- Chest Noun

Deret j- Blood Noun

Détt b- Pus Noun

Diggi gannaaw y- Middle of the back Noun Compound word; 'diggu gannaaw' literally translates to 'middle of the back'
Fi yax yi daje Joint Noun Compound word; 'fi yax yi daje' literally translates to 'where the bones meet'
Gémmif g- Mouth Noun

Kanam g- Reproductive organs Noun Euphemism; 'kanam' literally translates to 'front'

Karawu naq g- Pubic hair Noun Compound word; 'karawu naq' literally translates to 'hair of the pubic region'
Karawu sikkim g- Beard Noun Compound word; 'karawu sikkim' literally translates to 'hair of the chin'
Lammif w- Tongue Noun

Lammifi wu ndaw w- Uvula Noun Compound word; 'lammifi bu ndaw' literally translates to 'small tongue'
Lex b- Cheek Noun

Loos b- Back of the neck Noun

Loxo b- Arm Noun Loxo' also includes the hand

Magg dey y- Wisdom teeth Noun

Maniyu b- Semen Noun Euphemism

Mbagg m- Shoulder Noun

Mbarum bét m- Eyelid Noun

Nandaxit b- Nasal mucus Noun

Naq b- Pubic region Noun

Nagq j- Sweat Noun

Naq To sweat Verb

Ndigg b- Waist Noun

Ngaam b- Jaw bone Noun

Nopp b- Ear Noun

Nuulu bét b- Iris Noun

Oom b- Knee Noun

Paftan b- Bladder Noun

Paxu bakkan b- Nostril Noun

Paxu bét b- Pupil Noun Compound word; 'paxu bakkan' literally translates to 'hole of the nose'
Peru bét b- Lens Noun Compound word; 'paxu bét' literally translates to 'hole of the eye'

Pooj b- Thighs Noun

Pogotaan b- Armpit Noun

Put b- Esophagus Noun

Rees b- Liver Noun

Reewu y- Incisors Noun

Rongoof j- Tears Noun

Sell y- Canines Noun

Siddit w- Blood vessel Noun

Sikkim b- Chin Noun

Taat w- Buttock Noun
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Tank b- Leg Noun

TEfli To spit Verb

Téflit b- Saliva Noun

Tui w- Lip Noun

Tuur ndox To urinate Verb

Ween b- Breast Noun Euphemism; 'tuur ndox' literally translates to 'to pour water'
Wet b- Flank Noun

Xefu bét b- Eyelash Noun Wet' literally translates to 'side’
Xétér b- Lung Noun

Xol b- Heart Noun

Xuur y- Testes Noun

Yéenu bét b- Eyebrow Noun

Yuq b- Marrow Noun

Yuur b- Brain Noun

Yuut b- Drool Noun

Yuut To drool Verb
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Wolof vocabulary

English translation

Part of speech

Notes

Dee To die Verb

Dof To be crazy Verb Uses 'Da' form

Doxot To flatulate Verb

Feebar b- Sickness Noun

Feebar To be sick Verb Uses 'Da' form; French loanword; from 'fievre'
Feebaru séy b- Sexually-transmitted disease |Noun Euphemism; 'séy' literally translates to 'marriage’
Gaana b- Leprosy Noun

Gaafiu To pass away Verb Euphemism; 'gaafiu’ literally translates to 'to be hurt'
Gaafiu To be hurt Verb

Gumba To be blind Verb Uses 'Da' form

Jabet b- Diabetes Noun French loanword; from 'diabete’

Jambataan b- Whooping cough Noun

Jooy To cry Verb

Koli g- Syphillis Noun

Lafafi To be physically disabled Verb

Liw To feel cold Verb Uses 'Da’' form

Lox To shiver Verb

Mandarga w- Symptom Noun Adapted word; 'mandarga’ literally translates to 'sign’
Muuma To be mute Verb

Ngas g- Chicken pox Noun

Pataa To be fat Verb

Payiis b- Yellow fever Noun

Saan w- Stomach worms Noun

Sawu deret b- Schistosomiasis Noun Compound word; 'sawu deret' literally translates to 'to urinate blood', one of the primary symptoms of schistosomiasis (Bilaarzhios in Freng
Séqét b- Cough Noun

Sew To be skinny Verb

Siburu b- Malaria Noun Adapted word; 'siburu’ is used for having flu-like symptoms
SIDA b- AIDS Noun French loanword; SIDA is an abbreviation for syndrome immuno-déficitaire acquis
Taab b- Abscess Noun

Tang To be febrile Verb Adapted word; 'tang' literally translates to 'to be hot'; uses 'Da' form
Tayyel To be lazy Verb

Téx To be deaf Verb

Tisooli To sneeze Verb

Wall To contaminate Verb

Walle To be contaminated Verb

Woccu To vomit Verb

Wokkatu To itch Verb Describes the action of itching

Xasan To be itchy Verb

Xasanu To itch oneself Verb Describes the action of itching

Xém To faint Verb

Xiibon To be weak biologically Verb Uses 'Da' form
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Wolof vocabulary English translation Part of spee¢(Notes

Aar To protect Verb

Aay To be talented Verb

Abal To lend [something] Verb Requires a noun

Abb To borrow [something] Verb Requires a noun

Adduna g- World Noun Arabic loanword

Aggali To finish something Verb

Agsi To arrive Verb

Am yermande To be merciful Verb Adapted word; 'am yermande' literally translates to 'to have mercy'
And To accompany someone Verb

Aq ag yelleefu y- Human rights Noun Adapted word; 'aq ag yelleefu' literally translates to 'rights and duties'
Askan w- Community Noun

Baal To forgive [someone] Verb Requires a noun

Baax To be good Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Baay g- Father Noun

Bajenn b- Paternal aunt Noun

Bale To sweep Verb French loanword; from 'baller’
Bafi To hate Verb

Batanse b- Eggplant Noun

Baxal To boil Verb

Bayyi To leave alone Verb

Bayyi To quit something Verb

Béccég b- Midday Noun

Bégg To like Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Bégg To want Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Bés To massage Verb

Bés To press Verb

Bés To pinch Verb

Béy b- Goat Noun

Bidaa b- Superstition Noun Arabic loanword

Biddiiw b- Star Noun Arabic loanword

Biir To be pregnant Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Bokk To be a part of [something] Verb Requires a noun

Bokk To share Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Bon To be bad Verb Uses the 'Da’' form

Boole To share Verb

Cafka b- Taste Noun

Cakkeef b- Environment Noun Arabic loanword

Catu To jinx Verb

Cosaan b- History Noun

Cosaan b- Culture Noun

Daaw b- Last year Noun

Dagg To cut Verb

Damm To break Verb

Débb To pound Verb

Déeg b- Lake Noun

Deéggo To work well together Verb

Dékk To inhabit Verb

Dékk b- City Noun

Dékku all b- Rural village Noun Compound word; 'dékku all' literally translates to 'village of trees'
Dékku taax b- City Noun Compound word; 'dékku taax' literally translates to 'village of buildings'
Dékkuwaay b- Neighborhood Noun

Dellu To return Verb

Dem To go Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Demb b- Yesterday Noun

Démm b- Witch Noun

Demode To be sloppy Verb French loanword; from 'démodé’
Dén To be nosy Verb

Dénc To keep something Verb

Dénc To save money Verb Euphemism; 'dénc' literally translates to 'to keep something'
Déwen b- Next year Noun

Dex b- River Noun

Digal To give advice/instruct Verb




Public Health

Diine b- Religion Noun

Diiwaan b- Region Noun

Dimbale To help Verb

Dindi To remove Verb

Dolli To add Verb

Doole j- Power Noun

Doom b- Baby Noun

Doomu garab b- Pill Noun /Adapted word; 'doomu garab' literally translates to 'medicine's child'
Door To start Verb

Déor To hit a person Verb

Doxaliin b- Strategy Noun

Doxantu To take a walk Verb

Doxe To operate Verb Adapted word; from 'dox', which literally translates to 'to walk'
Dund b- Life Noun

Dund To live Verb

Duus b- Toilet Noun French loanword; from 'douche’

Emb To be pregnant Verb Euphemism; 'émb' literally translates to 'to contain'

Epp To be more (quantity) than [someVerb Requires an adjective; requires a noun when comparing

Eppal To be careless Verb

Ett b- Courtyard Noun

Fagaru To prepare Verb

Faj To heal Verb

Fajkat b- Doctor Noun

Faramfacce To communicate Verb

Fatte To forget Verb

Fatteliku To remember Verb

Fay To pay Verb

Feex To be breezy Verb

Féey To swim Verb

Fen To lie Verb

Fer To be weaned Verb

Fer ijji To be literate Verb Adapted word; from 'fer' (to be weaned) + 'ijji' (syllabilization), which literally translates to 'to be weaned to syllabilization'
Firnde I- Evidence Noun

Foog To opine Verb

Foot To do laundry Verb

For To pick up Verb

Foraas b- Well Noun French loanword; from 'forage’

Gaawa mer To become angry quickly Verb Adapted word; 'gaawa mer' literally translates to 'quick anger'
Gacce g- Shame Noun

Garab g- Tree Noun

Garab g- Medicine Noun Adapted word; 'garab’ literally translates to 'tree' (traditional Wolof medicines come from trees and other plant life)
Gémm To close one's eyes Verb

Gén To be more (quality) than [somethVerb Requires an adjective; requires a noun when comparing

Génn To leave Verb

Gérém To thank Verb

Géstu To research Verb Adapted word; 'géstu’ literally translates to 'to look back'
Gimmi To open one's eyes Verb

Gont To go to work in the afternoon Verb In Wolof culture, people will return from work in the late morning to eat lunch (the principal meal of the day) and return to work in the afternoon
Goor g- Man Noun

Goéor-gdorlu To do one's best Verb Gdor' in its nominal form (géor-gdor) + '-lu' verb suffix, roughly translates to 'to become a man'
Gox b- Area Noun

Guddi g- Night Noun

Guus To be humid Verb

IAaan To be jealous Verb

Jaar To pass by Verb

Jaaxle To be worried Verb

Jaaxle To be confused Verb

Jaay To sell Verb

Jabar j- Wife Noun

Jadd To turn and stop by Verb

Jafe To be difficult Verb

Jafe-jafe j- Problem Noun Jafe' in its nominal form (jafe-jafe)

Jagal To repair Verb
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Jambaar j- Hero Noun

Jambaar To be brave Verb

Jang To study Verb

Jangale To teach Verb

Jangkat b- Student Noun

Jangu To wash feet before prayer Verb

Jant j- Sun Noun

Jappale To help Verb

Jarifioo To benefit from [something] Verb Requires a noun
Jaxaso To mix Verb

Jaxatu b- Bitter eggplant Noun

Jaxle To be worried Verb

Jeexal To have finished [something] Verb Requires a noun
Jéfandiko To utilize Verb

Jéflante To interact Verb

Jeggal To excuse [someone] Verb Requires a noun
Jeggalu To apologize Verb

Jeggi To traverse [something] Verb Requires a noun
Jékkeér g- Husband Noun

Jél To take Verb

emukaay b- Mission Noun

énd To buy Verb

éw To slander Verb

Jigéen j- Woman Noun

Jiite To lead Verb

Jirim b- Orphan Noun

Jog To get up Verb

Joge To come from [somewhere] Verb Requires a noun
Jokko To hold hands Verb

Jokko To join forces Verb Adapted word; 'jokko' literally translates to 'to hold hands'
Jokko To communicate Verb

Jot To receive Verb

Jottali To pass to [someone] Verb Requires a noun
Jub To be righteous Verb Adapted word; 'jub' literally translates to 'to be straight'
Jub To be straight Verb

Jubal To go straight Verb

Juddu To be born Verb

Jullit j- Muslim Noun From 'julli' (to pray)
Jumtukaay b- Tool Noun

Juum To make an error Verb

Kaani g- Hot pepper Noun

Kaf To joke Verb

Kaha g- Rat Noun

Kapoot b- Condom Noun Slang terminology; French loanword; from 'capote’
Kér g- House Noun

Kondom b- Condom Noun French loanword, from 'condom’
Kuraang b- Electricity Noun French loanword; from 'courant’
Laaj To ask Verb

Lacc b- Garlic Noun

Laajte b- Question Noun

Law To flourish Verb

Leb To borrow money Verb

Lebal To lend money Verb

Léegi Now Adverb

Leel To be bald Verb

Leer To be clear Verb Uses the 'Na' form
Leeral To elucidate Verb Adapted word; 'leeral literally translates to 'to make clear'
Lekk To eat Verb

Lem b- Honey Noun

Liggéey To work Verb

Liggéey b- Work Noun

Maam ju gdor j- Grandfather Noun

Maam ju jigéen j- Grandmother Noun

Maanaam b- Example Noun
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Majjaal To ask for alms Verb

Mandi To be drunk Verb

Mandikat b- Drunkard Noun

Matadi To be insufficient Verb

May To provide Verb

Mbalit m- Trash Noun

Mbéot m- Cockroach Noun

Mbootaay m- Organization Noun

Mebet b- Project Noun

Mer To be angry Verb

Més To have done something once Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Metti To hurt Verb Intransitive verb

Mettit w- Pain Noun

Moytu To be cautious Verb

Moytu To avoid Verb

Muskallaf b- Responsibility Noun Arabic loanword

Muufi To smile Verb

Naaj To be sunny Verb

Naaje To be late in the morning Verb

Naan To ask for [something] Verb Requires object; adapted word; 'fiaan’ literally translates to 'to pray for something'
Naan To pray for [something] Verb Requires object

Naaw To be ugly Verb

Naaw lammif To be foul-mouthed Verb Compound word; 'fiaaw lammif' literally translates to 'to have an ugly mouth'
Naax To encourage Verb

Nakk To lack Verb

Nakk b- Vaccination Noun

Nakk To vaccinate Verb

Nakk To be poor Verb Euphemism; 'fiakk’ literally translates to 'to lack' (those who are poor lack resources)
Nakk yermande To be coldhearted Verb Adapted word; 'fakk yermande' literally translates to 'to lack mercy'
Nal To squeeze Verb

Nambi j- Cassava Noun

Nangu To approve Verb Uses the 'Na' form

Napp To fish Verb

Nagari deret To be ornery Verb Adapted word; 'nagari deret' literally translates to 'bitter blood'
Naw To sew Verb

Nawet b- Rainy season Noun

Nay To be stingy Verb

Ndépp |- Exorcism ceremony Noun

Ndimbal I- Help Noun

Ndongo |- Student Noun More commonly refers to Koranic students

Ndorte I- Beginning Noun

Ndox I- Water Noun

Neex deret To be easy going Verb Compound word; 'neex deret' literally translates to 'sweet blood'
Neexal To incentivize Verb Adapted word; from 'neex' + '-al' (causative suffix), which literally translates to 'to make sweet'
Nelu To have a shaved head Verb

Neme To be courageous Verb

Nettali g- Story Noun

Nettali To tell stories Verb

Ngeer To be dry Verb

Ngelaw |- Wind Noun

Ngelaw To be windy Verb

Ngistalu To be a show-off Verb

Ngoon g- Afternoon Noun

Nibbi To go home Verb

Nibbisi To come home Verb

Niir To be cloudy Verb

Nisér b- Objective Noun

Njampe |- Washcloth Noun Njampe' are the rough colorful cloths used to scrub away dirt and oil while bathing
Njang b- Education Noun

Njarifi |- Benefit Noun

Njég I- Price Noun

Njiit |- Leader Noun

Noor b- Dry season Noun

Noppalu To rest Verb
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Noos To have fun Verb French loanword; from 'noce’
Now To come Verb

Noyyi To breath Verb

Nuul To be black Verb

Paan b- Obstacle Noun French loanword; from 'panne'
Paj b- Treatment Noun Nominal form of 'paj' (to heal)
Pax b- Hole Noun

Pese To weigh Verb French loanword; from 'peser'
Pettaaw g- Cowry shell Noun

Pexe m- Solution Noun

Pikiir b- Injection Noun French loanword; from 'piqare’
Pomp b- Spray Noun French loanword; from '‘pompe’
Poobar b- Black pepper Noun French loanword; from 'poivre’
Péot m- Laundry Noun

Ragal To be afraid Verb

Rage b- Rabies Noun French loanword; from 'rage’
Ramm b- Rabies Noun

Rattax To be slippery Verb

Raxas To clean Verb

Raxasu To wash hands before prayer Verb

Récc To escape Verb

Ree To laugh Verb

Reer To become lost Verb

Réer To eat dinner Verb

Reetaan To laugh Verb

Reetaanlu To be funny Verb Adapted word; from 'reetaan’ (to laugh) + '-Iu’ (reflexive suffix)
Reew To be rude Verb

Réew m- Country Noun

Robine b- Faucet Noun French loanword; from 'robinet’
Romb To pass by Verb

Root To fetch water Verb

Ruslu To be shameful Verb

Saabu b- Soap Noun French loanword; from 'savon'
Saafara b- Traditional healing water Noun

Sacc To steal Verb

Sacc m- Thief Noun

Sakkanal To use rationally Verb

Sakku To seek Verb

Salte g- Trash Noun French loanword; from 'saleté’
Sangara b- Alcohol Noun

Sangu To wash body before prayer Verb

Sangu To cover oneself Verb

Sanke b- Mosquito net Noun

Sanke bu fiu nandal b- |Dyed mosquito net Noun

Safise To be well-dressed Verb

Sant To thank Verb

Saraxe To give alms Verb

Sawar To be enthusiastic Verb

Saytu b- Management Noun

Saytu To manage Verb

Seddo To share Verb

Seet To look for [something] Verb Requires a noun

Seeti To go visit Verb

Seetlu To pay attention Verb

Seetsi To come visit Verb

Seex y- Twins Noun

Sell To be healthy Verb

Sélmu To wash one's face Verb

Sélmu To wash one's face before prayer |Verb

Set To be clean Verb

Setal To make clean Verb Adapted word; 'set' (to be clean) + '-al' (causative suffix)
Séy b- Marriage Noun Euphemism; 'séy' literally translates to 'marriage’
Siis To be jealous Verb

Siro b- Syrup Noun French loanword; from 'sirop'
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Soble b- Onion Noun

Solo |- Importance Noun Requires 'am' (to have)

Solu To get dressed Verb

Sof To encourage Verb

Sooga To come from doing [something] |Verb Ex. Sooga naa jang (I came from studying)

Soppeeku To change Verb Intransitive verb

Soppi To change Verb Transitive verb

Soril njureel b- Family planning Noun Compound word; 'sori' translates to 'to be far' + the '-al' (causative suffix) + 'njure' translates to 'birth' + '-al' (causative suffix); 'soril njureel' liter:
Soxla b- Need Noun Requires the verb 'am' (to have)

Soxla To need Verb Uses the 'Da’' form

Soxor To be wicked Verb

Suba s- Tomorrow Noun

Suba s- Morning Noun

Suppome b- Cabbage Noun French loanword; from 'choux pommé'

Suufeel To belittle Verb /Adapted word; 'suufe' translates to 'to lower to the ground' + '-al' (causative suffix); 'suufeel' literally translates to 'to bring to the ground'
Taal To turn on a light Verb

Taa-taawu ndox b- Puddle Noun Compound word; 'taa-taa' translates to 'stagnant liquid' and 'ndox' translates to 'water'
Tabe To be generous Verb

Taggat yaram To exercise Verb Compound word; 'taggat' translates to 'to nurture' + 'yaram' translates to 'body'; 'taggat yaram' literally translates to 'to nurture the body'
Taggu To say goodbye Verb

Tali b- Road Noun

Tallal To go straight Verb

Tambale To start Verb

Tamm To be used to [something] Verb Requires a noun

Tang xol To be bad-tempered Verb

Taw To rain Verb

Taxawal To establish Verb Adapted word; from 'taxaw' + '-al' (causative suffix), which literallly translates to 'to make stand'
Tayel To be lazy Verb

Tédd To lay down Verb

Téddi To go to bed Verb

Teen b- Well Noun

Téere b- Amulet Noun

Téere b- Book Noun

Téew To participate Verb Adapted word; 'téew’ literally translates to 'to be present'

Téewlu To pay attention Verb

Teey To be gentle Verb

Tegtal To indicate Verb

Téj To close Verb

Tere To be forbidden Verb

Tey j- Today Noun

Tigadege b- Peanut butter Noun

Tiis To be sad Verb French loanword; from 'triste’

Tiitange g- Fear Noun Requires the verb 'am' (to have)

Tijji To open Verb

Tilim To be dirty Verb

Toj To crack Verb Intransitive verb

Tontu g- Reponse Noun

Tool b- Field of a farm Noun

Toppatoo To take care of [noun] Verb Requires a noun

Tux To smoke tobacco Verb

Tukki To travel Verb

Tuuti Little Adjective

Tuur To pour Verb

Um To jinx Verb

Umu To be jinxed Verb

Wut To look for [something] Verb Requires a noun

Waajur b- Parent Noun Waa-jur' literally translates to 'people of birth'

Wacc To descend Verb

Wacc To return home after work Verb In Wolof culture, people return from work in the late morning to eat lunch (the principal meal of the day) and return to work in the afternoon
Wafifi To reduce Verb

Wafnii ba dindi To eradicate Verb Adapted word; from 'wafni' + 'dindi', which literally translates to 'to reduce to removal'
War To have to [do something] Verb Requires a verb; 'war' literally translates to 'to should do [something]'

Wax To say Verb

Waxambaane g- Young man Noun In traditional Wolof culture, 'waxambaane' refers to young men who have not gone through the coming-of-age ritual of circumcision
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Waxando To communicate Verb

Waxante To speak to one another Verb Requires a plural subject to represent the interacting subjects
Waxtaan w- Discussion Noun

Waxtaan To discuss Verb

Wéet To be lonely Verb

Weex To be white Verb

Werante To argue Verb

Wérgi yaram b- Health Noun Adapted word; from 'wér' (health status) and 'yaram' (body), which literally translates to 'health of the body'
Weérség b- Luck Noun Arabic loanword

Wonale To introduce [something] Verb Requires a noun

Wone To show Verb

Woo To call [something] Verb Can be used for telephone calls

Wor To betray Verb

Wow To dry Verb Intransitive verb

Wutale To distinguish [something] and [s(Verb Requires a noun + another noun

Xaaj To separate Verb

Xaalis b- Money Noun Arabic loanword

Xaaraan To be a freeloader Verb

Xaj b- Dog Noun

Xalaat To think Verb

Xale b- Child Noun

Xam To know Verb

Xamb To sacrifice Verb

Xam-xam b- Knowledge Noun

Xar To split evenly Verb

Xarala b- Technique Noun

Xaru To commit suicide Verb

Xat To be uncomfortable Verb Adapted word; 'xat' literally translates to 'to be unspacious'
Xat To be selfish and introverted Verb

Xayadi To be sloppy Verb

Xécc To pull Verb

Xéet w- Type Noun

Xew-xew b- Event Noun

Xéy To go work in the morning Verb In Wolof culture, people return from work in the late morning to eat lunch (the principal meal of the day) and return to work in the afternoon
Xibaar y- News Noun

Xiin To be cloudy and on the brink of rVerb

Xorom w- Salt Noun

Xumb To be lively Verb

Yaatu To be generous and extroverted [Verb

Yaay j- Mother Noun

Yagg To be a long time Verb

Yambar To be goofy Verb

Yaq To waste Verb

Yaq To destroy Verb

Yaru To be well-raised Verb

Yee To raise awareness Verb Adapted word; 'yee' literally translates to 'to wake up'
Yeew To be awake Verb

Yelwaan To ask for alms Verb This verb is specifically used for 'taalibe'
Yéngu To move Verb

Yéwen To be generous Verb

Yébbu To bring away Verb Can only be used with people

Yomb To be easy Verb

Yonne To send [something] Verb Requires a noun

Yoo w- Mosquito Noun
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